
THE AMERICAN 


Special Announcement 


3 Reasons 

To Buy American Flags from 
The American Legion 


1. Each flag purchased gives financial support to American Legion 
programs that give help to veterans and military families in need 
in your local community. 

2. Save money . Shop & compare...our prices are the best. 

3. All our flags are 100% made in the USA . 


AmericanLegionFlags. com 
1 - 888 - 453-4466 




Proudly Made 
in the USA! 



Outdoor U.S. Flags 



All our flags are constructed 
with quality: 

• Embroidered Stars. 

• Sewn Stripes with double- 
stitched seams. 

• Outside edges have 4 rows of 
lock stitching to resist tearing. 

• Heavy canvas headings with 
full-sized brass grommets. 

• 100% Made in the U.S.A. 



Buy the flag of your choice and receive our lowest quantity pricing every day. 
Whether you buy one flag or 100 flags, you get our lowest price! 


Choose your fabric: 

Nylon 

Our most popular flag for 
outdoor use. Your best 
value. Best material for 
retaining brilliant color. 
Quick-drying.. .ideal for 
rainy conditions. 

Lightweight.. .flies with the 
slightest breeze. 

Polyester 

Our toughest, strongest, 
longest-lasting flag. 
Engineered for industrial, 
commercial, or institutional 
use. Ideal where high 
winds, stressful, or extreme 
conditions exist. 

Size 

Nylon 

Polyester 

2'x3' 

N23 

$9.95 


3'x5' 

Your , N35 

best value! <jj 13 95 

P35 

$18.95 

3x5' Deluxe 

\-fflL N35D 

$SU* $ 17.95 


4x6' 

N46 

$19.95 

P46 

$26.95 

5'x8' 

N58 

$29.95 

P58 

$39.95 

5'x9.5' 
casket flag 

N59 

$43.95 


6'xlO' 

N610 

$49.95 

P610 

$59.95 

Additional sizes avail 
Visit AmericanLegionFl; 
or call us at 1-888-45: 

lable. 

ags.com, 

3-4466 


According to popular usage, the length of the flag 
should be approximately % the height of the pole. 


Product # 


Description 


(Prices Effective through November 15, 2015) 
Price Quantity 


Subtotal 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Up to $5 .Add $1.95 

$5.01 to $10.00.Add $2.95 

$10.01 - $20.00.Add $5.95 

$20.01 - $30.00.Add $7.95 

$30.01 - $50.00.Add $8.95 

$50.01 - $100.00 .Add $9.95 


$100.01 -$150.00 ....Add$12.95 

$150.01 - $200.00 .Add $15.95 

$200.01 -$300.00 ....Add$18.95 

$300.01 - $500.00 .Add $23.95 

$500.01 & Over.Add $29.95 



Subtotal 
Packaging & Shipping 

(refer to box at left) 

Subtotal 

Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 

(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 

Multiply Line 3 x State Sales Tax 

(IN, ND, NE residents only) 

Total 
Source Code 


MAG0415A 


Name 


Street _ 
City _ 


State _ 


. Zip. 


Daytime Phone ( 


) 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 

Mail To: 

American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
IndianapoHs, IN 46236-0460 


Expires, 


_/ _ /_ 


CW#_ 


. (3 or 4 digits) 


Order Toll Free: 1-888-453-4466 
Order Online: AmericanLegionFlags.com 


Signature, 


Am erican Flags by American Legion 



























































































THE AMERICAN 


immv.legion.org 


$2.50 APRIL 2015 


The magazine for a strong America 


A CENTURY OF 

AIR POWER 

Can America maintain superiority? 



World Enemy No. 1: Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

THE VIETNAM WAR BEFORE THE VIETNAM WAR 


Extremism in Europe 
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USAA 


USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 


A GUARANTEED 
RETIREMENT 
SOLUTION. — 
NOW WITH A 


GUARANTEED 

BOOST.' 


Give your portfolio a boost with our Flexible Retirement Annuity. 

For a limited time, earn an extra 3% bonus match on money you contribute for the first year. That’s on 
top of the guaranteed growth^ tax-deferred earnings and minimal economic risk that come standard. 

-k LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR GUARANTEED FIXED SAVINGS ANNUITIES. 
CALL US AT 877-699-2654. 


Investments/Insurance: Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value 

1 Premium bonus offer is limited to the purchase of a new USAA Flexible Retirement Annuity only. The advertised rate shown is the rate currently in effect and is subject to change without notice. Premium 
bonus amount will never be less than 1% of your first-year premiums. Not available in New York. Rate/bonus lock time periods and premium bonus are subject to change. Bonus match percentage is fixed 
and will not change after the contract is issued. Premium bonus is locked for 45 days after it is issued. If contract is not funded within 45 days, bonus rate could change. 2 The fixed annuity guarantee is against 
principal loss and depends on the claims-paying ability of the issuer. 

Purchase of a product other than USAA auto or property insurance, or purchase of an insurance policy offered through the USAA Insurance Agency, does not establish eligibility for or membership in USAA 
property and casualty insurance companies. An annuity is a long-term insurance contract sold by an insurance company designed to provide an income, usually after retirement, that cannot be outlived. There 
are fees, expenses and surrender charges that may apply. Money not previously taxed is taxed as income when withdrawn. Withdrawals before age 59% may be subject to a 10% federal tax penalty. Annuities 
are suitable for long-term investing, particularly retirement savings. You may wish to seek independent legal or financial advice before selling or liquidating any assets and prior to the purchase of any life or 
annuity products. 

Flexible Retirement Annuity: ARA33846ST 03-99 (varies by state); in NY, NRA36171 NY 05-00. Call for details on specific costs, benefits, limitations and availability in your state. 

Annuities provided by USAA Life Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and in New York by USAA Life Insurance Company of New York, Highland Falls, NY. All insurance products are subject to state availability, 
issue limitations, and contractual terms and conditions. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. Financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, 
Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California, License # 0E36312), and USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a registered broker dealer. 

The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2015 USAA. 214014-0315 



★ ★★★★ TO HONOR ALL U.S. MILITARY WAR VETERANS ★★★★★ 

"NIGHT PATROL"" WAR VETERAN TACTICAL WATCH 

PERSONALIZED WITH YOUR INITIALS, SERVICE BRANCH AND YEARS SERVED 




We proudly present our Night Patrol Tactical Watch 
which we are customizing to honor Your Service to 
Country as a proud War Veteran. Our special watch has 
features not found in other watches. It is being 
issued directly to all War Veterans and their 
Families, and will not be sold in stores. 


45MM GUN METAL BLACK-PLATED ALLOY 
WITH PEBBLED BEZEL & STAINLESS 
STEEL CASE BACK 


RUGGED PU RUBBER BAND FOR 
COMFORT AND DURABILITY 


WATER RESISTANT TO 3ATM (100 FT) 

SCRATCH-RESISTANT, OPTICALLY CLEAR, 
HARD MINERAL CRYSTAL 


THE DIAL: 


SOLID BRASS DIAL MINTED LIKE A FINE 
COIN WITH A DRAMATIC BACKGROUND 
OF GLEAMING BLACK ENAMEL 

UNIQUE WAR MEDAL & RIBBON DIALS FOR 
WWII, KOREA, VIETNAM, DESERT STORM, 
AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ VETERANS. EACH 
DIAL IS CRAFTED IN HAND-POLISHED 
HIGH RELIEF & OFFICIAL RIBBON COLORS 


PERSONALIZATION 


ASSEMBLED AND CUSTOMIZED IN 
AMERICA BY SELCO OF OKLAHOMA 


CASE BACK ENGRAVED WITH 
YOUR INITIALS, SERVICE 
BRANCH AND YEARS SERVED. 


24 HOUR MILITARY TIME TRACK 


WAR MEDAL ON TIN 
GIFT BOX 


THE WORKS: 


THE COST AND GUARANTEE 


FINE QUARTZ MOVEMENT - ACCURATE 
WITHIN SECONDS PER MONTH 


THANK YOU PRICED AT $79.95 


DATE WINDOW AT 6 O'CLOCK POSITION 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
RETURN WITHIN 30 DAYS FOR REFUND 
OR REPLACEMENT 


HACK FEATURE FOR SYNCHRONIZATION 


LUMINOUS HANDS 


SOUTHWEST AS!, 

v'K SERUICU^ 


WOJRI 



rnrr memorial 
rr\CC FLAG PIN 
WITH every order 


FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 


1 - 800 - 255-3048 


or, mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Watch Order Center 
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES. I wish to order a Military War Veteran Watch, featuring my War Medal 
and Ribbon, and personalized with my initials, service branch and years served. 

DIAL CHOICE: □ VIETNAM DWWII DKOREA DDESERT STORM 
□AFGHANISTAN DlRAQ (NEW!) 


CREDIT CARD: 

□VISA □ MASTER CARD QAMEX □ DISCOVER 
CC#:_ 


Exp._ 


CSC #_ 


Signature: 


ENGRAVING: INITIALS (3): _ 

(Print clearly) SERVICE BFIANCH: 

YEARS SERVED: . 


. to _ 


I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $79.95* per watch 
payable to "Veterans Commemoratives" as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card $79.95* per watch as payment in full. 

* Plus $14.95 per watch for shipping & handling. PA res. add 6% ($5.70) sales tax. 


INCLUDES HANDSOME 
TIN GIFT BOX WITH 
YOUR WAR MEDAL! 


SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

Name: _ 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 




































ON THE COVER 


22 Air Apparent 

Strength in the skies helped 
make America a superpower. 

Will sequestration clip our wings? 

By Alan W. Dowd and Adam Lowther 



30 Vietnam’s ‘Senior Class’ 

Often forgotten, the Americans who served in 
country between 1950 and 1964 saw 
their share of death and danger. By Ken Olsen 

36 The Power of Hate 

From neo-Nazis to Islamic terrorism, Europe faces 
a rising tide of extremism. ByPaulGlader 

44 ‘Miraculous’ 


TRANSITION TALK 

Representatives from The American 
Legion attended the Apollo Group 
Education House in Phoenix on Jan. 31, 
as part of the Super Bowl festivities. 
Read about a Legion-led panel 
discussion on military-to-civilian 
transitions on Page 66. PhotobyLucascarter 


The historic Doolittle Raid began with a daring 5 Vet Voice 

takeoff from a pitching flight deck. By James m. Scott 8 Commander's Message 


46 The World’s No. 1 Enemy 10 1 Am The American Legion 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic 12 Big Issues 

State, envisions "volcanoes of jihad" everywhere. 14 Living Well 

By Alan w. Dowd 20 Veterans Update 


52 Smooth Move 

Smart financial planning can make the difference 
in military-to-civilian transitions. Byjj.Montanaro 


54 Rapid Fire 
72 Comrades 
76 Parting Shots 


The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.3 million members. 

These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 
adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 




NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 


YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT. 






TURN TO A 
FELLOW VETERAN 


As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 


m 


Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 


C DADY 


1 

J 


LAW 


FIRM 

















6 MONTH TRIAL! 


i 

with the 
Stainless Steel 

BurnCage 


PERFECT FOR: . 

• Sensitive financial documents 

• All burnable household waste 

• Old leaves and branches 


2 SIZES! 


No more UNSAFE and UNSIGHTLY rusty barrel! 

Call for FREE Information Kit! 


/MKl 

©&qooo[°) 


STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION is 

lightweight, durable, and portable (it folds 
for easy storage). 


PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize 
airflow and trap embers. _ 


The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses 
carbide-tipped cutting teeth (taking 
360 "bites" per second) to reduce 
any stump to a pile of woodchips. 
Grinds stumps below ground level so 
they are gone forever! 


FREE SHIPPING 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 


TOLL-FREE 


800 - 759-2651 

DRstumpgrinder.com 


TEMPERATURES 

mean more 
thorough burning 
with less ash. 


QUICKLY ELIMINATE ANY STUMP 

without digging, burning, or 
chemicals. 

NEW, MORE POWERFUL 

and lower-priced models. 

NOW TOWABLE with 
your riding mower 
or ATV. 


NOTHING HOLSS ME 
SACK. NOT MY AGE. 

NOT MY 
BLADDER. 





All Natural Clinically-Tested 
Herbal Supplement 

^ Reduces Frequent 
Bathroom Trips 

^ Reduces Bladder Leaks 

^ Sleep Better 
Through the Night 

^ Better Energy 
and Stamina 

^ Safe and Effective - 
No Known Side Effects 

^ Costs Less Than Pads 
and Briefs 



Call toll-free 
now & ask 
how to get a 

Free Bonus Bottle 
1 - 888 - 264-7258 

visit BetterMANnow.com or 


BetterWOMANnow.com 


These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not 
intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. Use as directed. 
Individual results may vary. BetterMAN and BetterWOMAN are the trademarks of 
Interceuticals, Inc. ©2015 Interceuticals, Inc. 
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VET VOICE 


The Magazine for a Strong America 


HOWTO CONTACT US 
ADDRESS CHANGES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
CUSTOMER ( 800 ) 433-3318 
service cs@legion.org 

The American Legion 
Data Services 
P.O. Box 1954 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

For change of address by mail, attach old address 
label, provide new address and membership number. 

ARTICLE PROPOSALS 

MAGAZINE ( 317 ) 630-1253 

pr@legion.org 


NATIONAL 

HEADQUARTERS 

AMERICAN LEGION 
MAGAZINE 
EMAIL 
TELEPHONE 
WEBSITE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


( 317 ) 630-1200 

700 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
(317) 630-1298 
www.legion.org 
Free with membership 
Non-members: $15 
Foreign: $21 

Post-sponsored and widows: $6 
Single copies: $3.50 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active military duty 
during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially eligible 
for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
have been honorably discharged or still serving honorably. 


ELIGIBILITY 
DATES OF 
MILITARY 
SERVICE 


TO JOIN 


Aug 2,1990-current 
Dec. 20,1989-Jan. 31,1990 
Aug. 24,1982-July 31,1984 
Feb. 28,1961 - May 7,1975 
June 25,1950-Jan. 31,1955 
Dec. 7,1941 - Dec. 31,1946 
April 6,1917-Nov 11,1918 
(Merchant Marines who served 
from Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946, 
are also eligible.) 

Membership Division 
ia@legion.org 
(317) 630-1321 
www.legion.org 


PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 
VETERANS AFFAIRS (202)861-2700 
& rehabilitation var@legion.org 
ECONOMIC 202.861.2700 


FAMILY SUPPORT 
NETWORK 
CITIZENS FLAG 
ALLIANCE 

LEGION RIDERS 


AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL 

BOYS NATION 

JUNIOR 
SHOOTING SPORTS 
NATIONAL 
ORATORICAL CONTEST 
USAA 

BLOOD PROGRAM 


econ@legion.org 
(800) 504-4098 
familysupport@legion.org 
(317) 630-1384 
cfa@cfa-inc.org 
www.legion.org/flag 
(317) 630-1265 
www.legion.org/riders 
legionriders@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
baseball@legion.org 
www.legion.org/baseball 
(317) 630-1207 

boysstate-nation@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
juniorshooting@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
oratorical@legion.org 
(877) 699-2654 
www.usaa.com/legion 
(202) 263-2993 

www.legion.org/security/blood 


SCHOLARSHIPS & CHARITABLE TRUSTS 


AMERICAN LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AMERICAN LEGION 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
CHILD WELFARE 
FOUNDATION 
NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY FUND 


(317) 630-1212 
scholarships@legion.org 
(317) 630-1202 

(317) 630-1202 
www.cwf-inc.org 
(317) 630-1376 
ia@legion.org 


AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE 

ORDER PLACEMENT (888) 453-4466 
and catalog emblem.legion.org 
requests emblem@legion.org 


AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 

AMERICAN LEGION (317)569-4500 

auxiliary www.legion.org/auxiliary 
SONSOFTHE (317)630-1200 
American legion www.legion.org/sons 



'Credentialing Crunch' 

I can relate to Andy Romey's 
story (February). When I left 
the Air Force as an aircraft 
mechanic in 1972,1 inquired 
about getting a commercial 
license. The school would not 
give me any credit for 
anything I knew about 
airplanes, saying it would just 
be easier for me. I could not 
see paying for something 
I already knew, so I became 
a mailman. 

-John 1 N. Watson, Bellefonte, Pa. 


As a former Army Security 
Agency MP, I hear this. In 1972, 
when I received my training at 
Fort Gordon, Ga., it was eight 
weeks long, six or seven days a 
week and 10 to 16 hours a day. 
In my area, the average civilian 
police officer’s training was six 
weeks long, five days a week 
and eight hours a day, yet we 
were not considered real police 
by our civilian counterparts. It 
didn’t matter that MPs had 
basically all the same duties as 
other police. Many of us, due to 
our experiences as MPs, went 
into law enforcement and were 
much better police for it. 

-JayGoodman, Salem, Ohio 

Fellow veterans, be proactive. 
While earning my civil 
engineering degree at Michigan 
State University using the World 
War II GI Bill, I transferred from 
the Naval Reserve to the Civil 
Engineer Corps Reserve. After 
graduation, I was placed on 
active duty, due to the Korean 
War. My officers were licensed 
professional engineers (PEs), so 
upon graduation, I obtained a 
letter from my PE supervising 
officer. That letter was 
forwarded to the Michigan 
Licensing Board for PEs, which 
accepted my time in the 


Seabees toward my required 
four years of engineering 
supervision to make me eligible 
to take the state board exams 
for my PE license. 

-James R. Carr, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Andy Romey’s article really 
hit home. I served a total of 35 
years, active and reserve, in the 
Army and Air Force. The last 15 
were in the Air Force Reserve, 
as an aerovac tech flight medic. 

I was a certified EMT living in 
Virginia at the time. Upon 
retirement in 2006, I tried to 
challenge the LVN or LPN test 
to get a job. The state would not 
accept anything but Army 
medical training. 

Despite the fact that I was 
certified with 15 years’ 
experience, along with two 
deployments, I was considered 
untrained. According to 
Virginia, all the lives I saved 
treating and bringing casualties 
out of Iraq to home station 
should be worse off, because I 
wasn’t trained. 

- Ed Kassof, San Antonio 

Editor's note: The article 
incorrectly identified G. Bill 
Kilgore’s branch of service. He 
was a Navy corpsman with the 
Fleet Marine Force. 
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VET VOICE 


'The Smokejumpers' 

I enjoyed reading the article by 
Carl Gidlund (February). As in 
all wars before and since, the 
black soldiers more than proved 
themselves worthy and capable. 
In the article, there is mention of 
the Japanese balloon bomb 
program and that the 555th was 
deployed to fight fires caused by 
these devices. Yes, there was 
concern about fires, but the 
Japanese needed strong high- 
altitude winds to carry the 
balloons across the Pacific. What 
they did not take into account 
was that those winds happened 
only during the wet season, and 
as a result there were virtually 
no fires of consequence. 

By the way, one unexploded 
bomb did kill six people in 
Oregon on May 5, 1945, when it 
blew up while they were 
handling it - not knowing what 
it was, due to secrecy. 

- Norman Marten, 
Bain bridge Island, Wash. 

'More Than a Story 7 

Matt Grills’ article brought 
wonderful memories back for my 
wife and me (February). The 
chapel is special to us because 
that is where we married in 
1975. We are happy to hear it has 
been brought back to life. Not 
only is it a new home for 
memorializing the courage of the 
Four Chaplains and the 
Dorchester crew, but it is an 
chance for veterans to return to 
the beautiful little chapel that 
brought comfort to many sailors. 
We look forward to a visit in the 
near future. 

- David and Lori Humbarger, 
Lake Mary, Fla. 


I read the article about the 
Four Chaplains with interest. My 
first contact with their story was 
during a field trip to Washington 
in 1964. We visited many sites, 
but the one I remember most is 
the wax museum. And the 
exhibit I remember most vividly 
is the Four Chaplains. Seeing 
them standing on the deck with 
all the noise of the war and the 
ship sinking is ingrained in my 
memory. Looking back, that may 
have been one of the things that 
led me to enlist in the Navy. 

- Jay Schaefer, Anderson, S.C. 

Kudos and a special thanks to 
Matt Grills for the fascinating 
article on the Chapel of Four 
Chaplains. I cut out the article 
and attached it to the back of my 
framed Legion of Honor award, 
which I received in 1982. You 
answered a question I’ve had 
since the mid-’90s, when I took 
family to visit the chapel. It was 
gone, vanished like Brigadoon, 
and no one seemed to know 
what had happened to it. Glad to 
know the chapel has a beautiful, 
permanent home in Philadelphia. 
I will be planning a visit with 
my grandkids later this year. The 
story of the Four Chaplains 
should be told every year so that 
selfless deeds and the example 
they set are never forgotten. 

-JaySnyder, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Presidential action on 
immigration 

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee may 
be from Texas, but she is by no 
means a representative of Texas 
on this issue (Big Issues, 
February). The vast majority of 
Texans, including yours truly, 


are opposed to President 
Obama’s unconstitutional change 
to immigration law. In the 2014 
election, Texans overwhelmingly 
voted in candidates (for state and 
federal offices) who are opposed 
to amnesty for illegals and who 
support securing our southern 
border. We are proud that our 
new governor took the lead in 
states’ federal lawsuits opposing 
Obama’s unilateral change of 
immigration law. We have hopes 
the Supreme Court will rule that 
he overstepped his authority. 

- Harry A. Cole, Bulverde, Texas 

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee’s 
statement on President Obama’s 
number of executive orders, 
while technically correct, is 
quite distorted. His immigration 
order was a presidential 
memorandum, which differs 
only in that it is not numbered 
and need not be reversed by an 
executive order. If one adds the 
number of presidential 
memorandums and executive 
orders, his total is far greater. 

- Donald Cameron, Glendale, Calif. 

Ike and illegal immigration 

Rounding up illegals and 
returning them to their countries 
of origin is a starting point. If 
conditions there don’t improve, 
they’ll just slip across the border 
again to escape poverty and 
violence. My suggestion is to 
deduct a significant amount of 
foreign aid from these countries. 
My hope is that corrupt dictators 
and government officials would 
find it in their interests to 
improve conditions so that U.S. 
aid money keeps flowing. 

- Jim Wickert, Madison, Wis. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine , P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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THE;YARD WHERE HE LEARNED TQ 


PENNINGTON 


PENNINGTON® ONE STEP COMPLETE™ REPAIRS 
BARE SPOTS UP TO 5 DAYS FASTER THAN EZ SEED 


SUN & SHADE 


You’re hosting his team’s celebration. And you want your 
lawn to look as green as the infield. With a revolutionary 
new formula, Pennington® One Step Complete™ repairs 
bare spots fast. Pennington^ Honest Green. 


"Data on file. EZ Seed is a registered trademark of OMS Investments, Inc. 

Pennington with design, The Grass Seed People, and One Step Complete are trademarks of Pennington Seed, Inc. ©2014 Pennington Seed* Inc. 




COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


The dangers of deep defense cuts 


The new defense secretary has an enormous task. To fulfill his 
primary responsibility of fielding a military capable of keeping the 
United States safe, he must convince his boss - and Congress - to 
reverse six consecutive years of defense cuts and reject sequestration. 

If we consider our nation’s avowed enemies and potential adversaries, 
Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has an easy case to make. On Jan. 

23, China test-fired a new submarine-launched ballistic missile capable 
of nuclear strikes against all 50 states. Lest you think China is simply an 
economic threat, take into account that in 2013 its state-run newspaper 
reported that a nuclear JL-2 missile strike on the western United States 
would kill 5 million to 12 million people. 

In addition to the threat of radical Islam, the world faces increased 
aggression from Russia, regimes in Iran and North Korea that are 
developing nuclear weapons, and a revival of anti-Semitism in Europe. 

A strong national defense is one of The American Legion’s pillars. 
Thus, we’re alarmed that the 2016 defense budget is projected to be 31 
percent less than it was in 2010. This is irresponsible and dangerous. 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon has announced that unless Congress spares 
the military from another round of sequestration cuts, annual training 
will again be slashed. While we cannot definitively blame sequestration 
for servicemembers’ deaths, I recall an accident at a Nevada mortar 
range in 2013 caused by human error and inadequate training. Thirteen 
Marines died, and eight were wounded. 

And don’t forget the personnel costs associated with these budget cuts. 
While a strong argument can be made that a draft would lighten the 
burden of the small percentage of brave Americans who are defending 
our freedoms, a strong all-volunteer force is more cost effective. Yet 
these troops are seeing their pay and benefits chipped away at an 
alarming rate. In 2009, a Military Times survey indicated that 91 percent 
of military members rated their quality of life as “good” or “excellent.” 

In 2014, only 56 percent felt that way. Moreover, 70 percent now predict 
that the quality of life for servicemembers will decline. 

Carter says that military service needs to be an attractive and viable 
option for this tech-savvy generation. He can help by shelving one of the 
major recommendations of the Military Compensation and Retirement 
Modernization Commission. While it’s fashionable to compare private- 
sector 401 (k) plans to what our military retirees receive, let’s dispel the 
myth that the pension system is somehow overly generous. Unlike 
private-sector careerists, those who spend 20 years or more in the 
military have been required to change duty stations every few years, be 
separated from their families, risk life and limb in combat zones, uproot 
their children from schools and friends, and be subject to a military 
justice system that can imprison them for disrespecting their boss. 

Just as important, we should not allow our elected leaders to pit 
personnel costs and benefits against weapons modernization and 
training. We can and must do both. We owe it to every man and woman 
in uniform that we will never send them in harm’s way without the 
resources necessary to win. 




National Commander 
Michael D. Helm 


MEMORANDA 

EMBLEM SALES GOES MOBILE 

The American Legion's Emblem 
Sales website has become even 
more friendly for mobile phone 
users, with easy viewing to 
purchase flags, American Legion 
apparel and more. 

* www.emblem.legion.org 

ORATORICAL FINALS 

Watch a free live stream of the 2015 
American Legion National 
Oratorical Contest finals at 10 a.m. 
Eastern on April 12. 

* www.legiontv.org 

CITIZENSHIP OUTREACH GUIDE 

The Legion has produced a new 
Citizenship Outreach Guide to help 
posts continue the tradition, 
supported by resolution, 
of hosting naturalization 
orientation sessions to help lawful 
immigrants assimilate into U.S. 
society, with lessons in English, 
history and civics. Download the 
guide free online. 

& www.legion.org/citizenship 

EAGLE SCOUT, LEGACY 
APPLICATIONS DUE 

Department nominations for Eagle 
Scout of the Year must be 
postmarked by April 1, and 
applications for the Legacy 
Scholarship are due April 15. 

* www.legion.org/scouting 

k www.legion.org/scholarship/ 
legacy 
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Name. 


Address_ 

City_ 

Email_ 


_ State_ 


$200 Savings Certificate Included! 


RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 


(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 30397, Malden, MA 02148 


Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 


FREE Info Kit & DVD 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 

EfYes! Please send your FREE Info Kit & DVD...including 
a $200 Savings Certificate...TODAY! 


Protects you from 99% of UV rays 


You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 


Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio mor e...rain or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 

& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 


For a FREE Info Kit & DVD email your 
name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com 


Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 


Motorized & Manual Awnings Available! 


©2015 SunSetter® Products 




















































HOOD commuhit 


See an archive of past 
interviews- 


www.legion.org/iamlegion 


THEaAMERICAN LEGIONMAGAZINE 


SEAN DAVIS 


The day after 9/11, Sean Davis joined the Oregon National 
Guard. Like thousands of other soldiers, he deployed to Iraq, 
where in 2004 he suffered injuries during an ambush that 
took the life of his best friend. Davis received a Purple Heart 
along with some emotional scars. 

To heal, Davis turned to art. He has written a novel and 
several plays that have been performed in and around 
Portland. He’s turned his creativity into therapy for himself 
and other veterans. Under his leadership, Post 134 has hosted 
literary readings. Post members have also participated in 
Davis’ plays, which in turn have helped grow membership. 

“When I came back, I was having a really difficult time 
figuring out my role in life,” Davis says. “(Writing) wasn’t the 
cure, but it was a way to live with something. I think art is an 
amazing way to heal the soul.” 

Read more about Davis and his post on Page 60. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 


7 want a place for other 
veterans to go where they can 
feel safe and know that there's 
somebody there who went 
through what they did." 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Army (1993-1999), Oregon 
National Guard (2001-2007) 

MOS Infantry, military police 
RANK AT DISCHARGE Sergeant first class 
AMERICAN LEGION POST Frederick & John Ravin 
Post 134, Portland, Ore. 

YEARS IN THE LEGION 4 
LEGION OFFICES Post commander 


10 


Watch an interview with 
Sean Davis online: 

<f'> www.legion.org/magazine 
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HOMEWOOD 

SUITES 

BY HILTON" 


In honor of our veterans and their families, we're proud to offer 
1 5% off leisure stays for all our military, active and retired. 

You've already given us so much, it's our turn to return the favor. 


Hilton 


15% OFF 


BOOK NOW AT HOMEWOODSUITES.COM/MILITARY 


Subject to availability at participating Homewood Suites hotels. Valid only for guests with valid military ID including active duty, reserve, and retired service members and their spouses 
and families. Enter promotion code "MFR" at time of booking. Must present your current and valid military identification card at check-in. Tuesday night arrivals must book a 
minimum of 3 nights. Wednesday night arrivals must book a minimum of 2 nights. Additional terms apply. Please see www.homewoodsuites.com/military. ©2015 Hilton Worldwide 


VISIT OUR WELCOME HOME HEADQUARTERS ON FACEBOOK.COM/HOMEWOODSUITES AND CELEBRATE BEING AT HOME I El 







BIG ISSUES 


Define workweek as 40 hours 



SUPPORT 

Rep. Todd Young, R-Ind. 

■ Young is a member of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Sandy Levin, D-Mich. 

■ Levin is the ranking member of the 
House Committee on Ways and 
Means. 


Of all the unintended consequences of 
Obamacare, the most egregious is the number of 
people losing hours at work. Working fewer hours, 
of course, means bringing home a smaller 
paycheck. The hourly employees most affected tend 
to need that money the most, 
and they also tend to be the 
same low- and middle-income 
Americans Obamacare was 
supposed to help. 

This is the result of the 
mandate requiring employers 
with more than 50 full-time 
equivalent employees to 
provide insurance to all full-time employees. The 
problem is that full-time employment is only 
defined as 30 hours - not the well-established 
40-hour standard. 

Predictably, employers have cut the hours of 
many employees to stay under that threshold, 
putting as many as 2.6 million Americans at risk. 

In addition to studies by the Hoover Institution and 
others predicting this phenomenon, the data- 
focused website FiveThirtyEight recently found 
credible evidence that it’s already occurring as the 
employer mandate takes effect. 

Those with hours reduced from 39 to 29 hours are 
essentially seeing a 25 percent pay cut - an entire 
week’s worth of pay each month. The workers we’re 
talking about are custodians and cafeteria workers, 
waitresses and busboys, cashiers, and men and 
women on the assembly line. 

In the interest of protecting the hours and wages 
of these workers, the House cast one of the first 
votes of this Congress on legislation to repeal 
Obamacare’s full-time definition and replace it with 
the traditional 40-hour workweek. As we look for 
solutions to our nation’s health-care challenges, we 
must ensure the Hippocratic oath is followed: first, 
do no harm. 


The nation’s economy is bouncing back from 
the worst recession since the Great Depression, 
thanks in part to the efforts of President Obama 
and congressional Democrats. But in January, 
House Republicans passed yet another bill 

intended to hack away at 
the Affordable Care Act 
and leave hardworking 
Americans with an ever¬ 
growing deficit. 

The so-called Save 
American Workers Act 
would redefine full-time 
work from 30 to 40 hours a 
week, ending employer-provided health care for 
roughly 1 million Americans and increasing the 
deficit by nearly $53 billion. 

This redefinition would place more than five 
times as many workers at risk of having their 
hours cut so their employers can avoid 
providing health insurance, according to the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 

Today, roughly 7 percent of the workforce puts 
in between 30 and 34 hours a week, while close 
to half works 40 hours. By redefining full-time 
work as 40 hours, this bill dramatically 
increases the number of workers whose wages 
and benefits are at risk. Indeed, the 
Congressional Budget Office says that about 
1 million workers would lose their employer- 
based coverage, with more than half shifting to 
taxpayer-supported coverage and the rest 
becoming uninsured altogether. 

In the past year alone, the number of full-time 
U.S. workers has grown by more than 3 million, 
while the number of involuntary part-time 
workers has decreased by more than 800,000. 

When you go beyond the Republican rhetoric, 
this is a bad deal for American workers and the 
middle class - and all taxpayers. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Supporters of the Save American Workers 
Act say it wouid reduce the number 
of employers penalized under the 
Affordable Care Act . Opponents say the 
legislation would strip employer-based 
health care from nearly 1 million workers . 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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“My friends all hate their 
cell phones... I love mine! 
Here’s why. 



Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. 


Say hello to Jitterbug. 



CALL? 


“Cellphones have gotten so small\ I can barely 
dial mine. " Not Jitterbug®, it features a larger 
keypad for easier dialing. It even has an 
oversized display so you can actually see it. 

“I had to get my son to program it. ” Your 
Jitterbug set-up process is simple. We’ll even 
pre-program it with your favorite numbers. 

“I tried my sisters cell phone... I couldn’t 
hear it. ” Jitterbug is designed with an improved 
speaker. There’s an adjustable volume control, 
and Jitterbug is hearing-aid compatible. 

“I don’t need stock quotes , Internet sites or 
games on my phone , I just want to talk with 
my family andfriends. ” Life is complicated 
enough... Jitterbug is simple. 

“What if I don’t remember a number?” Friendly, 
helpful Jitterbug operators are available 24 hours a 
day and will even greet you by name when you call. 

“I’d like a cell phone to use in an emergency , but I 
don’t want a high monthly bill. ” Jitterbug has a plan 
to fit your needs... and your budget. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in on a 
two-year contract!” Not Jitterbug, there’s no contract 
to sign and no penalty if you discontinue your service. 


Available in Blue, Red (shown) and White. 


More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

“I’ll be paying for minutes I’ll never use!” 

Not with Jitterbug, unused minutes carry over to the 
next month, there’s no roaming fee and no additional 
charge for long distance. 


“Myphone’s battery 
only lasts a couple of 
days.” The Jitterbug’s 
battery lasts for up to 
25 days on standby. 


Enough talk. Isn’t it 
time you found out 
more about the cell 
phone that’s changing 
all the rules? Call 
now, Jitterbug product 
experts are standing by. 


r 

Basic 14 

Basic 19 > 

Monthly Minutes 

50 

was J-0tf NOW 200 

Monthly Rate 

$14.99 

$19.99 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

911 Access 

FREE 

FREE 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

^ Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days J 


NEW Jitterbug5 Cell Phone 

Call toll free today to get your own Jitterbug5. 
Please mention promotional code 49165. 

1-888-753- 

www.jitterbugdirect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. “ 

vO 

wST v« $ 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a 
one-time set up fee of $35. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 24-hour U.S. 
Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by 
the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly minutes carry over and are available for 60 days. If you exceed the minute balance on your account, you will be billed at 35^ for each minute used over 
the balance. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change, ^e will refund the full price of the GreatCall phone and the activation fee (or 
set-up fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes 
of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug 
and GreatCall are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. ©2015 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC. ©2015GreatCall, Inc. 
©2015 f/rstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 



Order now and receive a 
FREE Car Charger for your Jitterbug - 
a $24.99 value. Call now! 

••4.4. u r firstSTREET 

jitterbugs *^5* 


1998 Ruffin Mill Road < 'o /7 . r <- 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 ' e r 

















LIVING WELL 



I n our high-speed, quick-reacting and networked 
society, truth is harder than ever to pin down, 
especially about what’s best for our health. Is there 
any way to separate fact from fads, and fads from 
fiction? 

Rebekah Nagler of the University of Minnesota’s 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication 
analyzed responses from 631 adults who took part 
in the Annenberg National Health Communication 
Survey in 2010. When participants were asked how 
much contradictory information they received from 
the media, more than 71 percent said they heard 
moderate or high levels of conflicting information 
about nutrition. The same number of participants 
expressed the greatest confusion about nutrition, 
which in many triggered a backlash against 
nutrition advice in general. 

“Red wine is a classic example,” Nagler says. 
“One week we’d read a study touting red wine as a 
component of improved heart health, and then a 
couple of weeks later we’d read of another study 
linking red wine to an increased risk of breast 
cancer. Years ago, we were told that saturated fat 
was bad for your heart. Now we’re being told that 
no, it’s not really one of the sources of heart 
problems. People get frustrated, throw up their 
hands and walk away.” 

Jonathan Stemmle, co-director of the University 
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of Missouri’s Health Communication Research 
Center, says that “all too often, scientific and 
medical researchers don’t talk directly to the 
public. They put their studies into academic 
journals, and the journals put out press releases, 
and that’s what the media grabs onto.” 

The sometimes-arcane language of science can 
also be an issue, he adds. “That’s one reason why 
the University of Missouri has begun programs to 
train scientists and researchers in communicating 
their research in plain language when talking to 
the media.” 

Nagler and Stemmle say that many Americans 
don’t realize that serious scientific research can be 
a product of years - even decades - of work. They 
want information and they want it now, not 10 
years down the road. But that’s not the way 
research works. 

So what can you do to filter out some of the 
noise and get what you need to know? 

“If you turned off the health news for a year, 
then checked in, you’d be ahead of the game,” says 
Ivan Oransky, vice president of the Association of 
Health Care Journalists. “Failing that, I think it’s 
vital for people to remember that you should not 
change your behavior based on a single study. 


See NOISE on page 18 









The world is fi''e d with air. 



COPD MAKES IT HARD TO BREATHE AIR. 
ANORO HELPS YOU BREATHE AIR BETTER. 

(COPD is chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) 

APPROVED USE 

ANORO ELLIPTA is a prescription medicine used to treat chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD) in adults. COPD is a chronic lung disease that 
includes chronic bronchitis, emphysema, or both. ANORO ELLIPTA is used long 
term as 1 inhalation, 1 time each day, to improve symptoms of COPD for better 
breathing. ANORO is not used to treat sudden symptoms of COPD and won't 
replace a rescue inhaler. ANORO is not for the treatment of asthma. 


ANORO ELLIPTA is the first FDA-approved product 
that contains 2 long-acting bronchodilators in 1 inhaler. 
Once-daily ANORO helps you breathe better for a full 
24 hours. Your results may vary. 

In clinical trials, ANORO ELLIPTA helped people 
breathe air better than SPIRIVA® HandiHaler®*+ 

*Results shown in 2 of 3 clinical trials. Individual results may vary. SPIRIVA 
contains 1 long-acting bronchodilator and is used to treat COPD and reduce 
COPD flare-ups. ANORO is not approved to reduce COPD flare-ups. 

Each product has its own risks and benefits. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 

• ANORO ELLIPTA is only approved for use in COPD. 

ANORO is NOT approved for use in asthma. 

• People with asthma who take long-acting beta 2 -adrenergic agonist (LABA) 
medicines, such as vilanterol (one of the medicines in ANORO), have an 
increased risk of death from asthma problems. It is not known if LABA 
medicines increase the risk of death in people with COPD. 

• Call your healthcare provider if breathing problems worsen over time 
while using ANORO. 

• Get emergency medical care if your breathing problems worsen guickly or if 
you use your rescue inhaler but it does not relieve your breathing problems. 

• Do not use ANORO to treat sudden symptoms of COPD. Always have a rescue 
inhaler with you to treat sudden symptoms. 

• ANORO is not for the treatment of asthma. It is not known if ANORO is safe 
and effective in people with asthma. 


(Important Safety Information, cont'd) 

• Do not take ANORO with other medicines that contain a LABA or an 
anticholinergic for any reason. Tell your healthcare provider about all the 
medicines you take and about all of your health conditions. Especially tell 
your healthcare provider if you take anticholinergics, including tiotropium, 
ipratropium, aclidinium, or atropine. 

• ANORO ELLIPTA can cause serious side effects, including: 

- sudden breathing problems immediately after inhaling your medicine 

- serious allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider or get emergency 
medical care if you get any of the following symptoms of a serious allergic 
reaction: rash; hives; swelling of the face, mouth, and tongue; 

breathing problems. 

- effects on your heart: increased blood pressure; fast and/or irregular 
heartbeat; chest pain 

- effects on your nervous system: tremor; nervousness 



- new or worsened eye problems, including acute narrow-angle glaucoma. 

Acute narrow-angle glaucoma can cause permanent loss of vision if not 
treated. Symptoms of acute narrow-angle glaucoma may include: eye pain or 
discomfort; nausea or vomiting; blurred vision; seeing halos or bright colors 
around lights; red eyes. If you have these symptoms, call your doctor right 
away before taking another dose. 

- urinary retention. People who take ANORO may develop new or worse 
urinary retention. Symptoms of urinary retention may include: difficulty 
urinating; painful urination; urinating freguently; urination in a weak 
stream or drips. If you have these symptoms of urinary retention, stop taking 
ANORO and call your doctor right away before taking another dose. 

- changes in laboratory blood levels, including high levels of blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) and low levels of potassium (hypokalemia) 

• Common side effects of ANORO include: sore throat; sinus infection; lower 
respiratory infection; common cold symptoms; constipation; diarrhea; pain in 
your arms or legs; muscle spasms; neck pain; chest pain. 

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information 
for ANORO ELLIPTA on the following pages. 

+ SPIRIVA and HandiHaler are registered trademarks owned by 

Boehringer Ingelheim. ^ 

Af\ 

ANORO ELLIPTA was developed in collaboration with Theravance 


CSKf&v tflCUs 


• Do not use ANORO if you have a severe allergy to milk proteins or any of the 
ingredients in ANORO. Ask your healthcare provider if you are not sure. 

• Do not use ANORO more often than prescribed. 


If you don’t have prescription coverage 
and can’t afford your medicines, 
visit GSKforyou.com or call 
1-866-GSK-FOR-U (1-866-475-3678) 


ANORCTellipta® 

(umedidinium 62.5 meg and vilanterol 25 meg inhalation powder) 






ANORO' ellipta® 

(umedidinium 62.5 meg and BRIEF 

vilanterol 25 meg inhalation powder) SUMMARY 

Read the Medication Guide that comes with 
ANORO ELLIPTA before you start using it and 
each time you get a refill. There may be new 
information. This summary does not take the 
place of talking to your healthcare provider 
about your medical condition or treatment. 


What is the most important information 
I should know about ANORO ELLIPTA? 

ANORO ELLIPTA is only approved for use 
in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD). ANORO ELLIPTA is NOT approved 
for use in asthma. 

ANORO ELLIPTA can cause serious side 
effects, including: 

• People with asthma who take long- 
acting beta 2 -adrenergic agonist (LABA) 
medicines, such as vilanterol (one of 
the medicines in ANORO ELLIPTA), 
have an increased risk of death from 
asthma problems. 

• It is not known if LABA medicines, such 
as vilanterol (one of the medicines in 
ANORO ELLIPTA), increase the risk of 
death in people with COPD. 

• Call your healthcare provider if 
breathing problems worsen over time 
while using ANORO ELLIPTA. You may 

need different treatment. 

• Get emergency medical care if: 

• your breathing problems worsen quickly 

• you use your rescue inhaler, but it does 
not relieve your breathing problems. 


What is ANORO ELLIPTA? 

ANORO ELLIPTA combines an anticholinergic, 
umedidinium, and a LABA medicine, 
vilanterol. 

Anticholinergic and LABA medicines help the 
muscles around the airways in your lungs 
stay relaxed to prevent symptoms such as 
wheezing, cough, chest tightness, and 
shortness of breath. These symptoms can 
happen when the muscles around the 
airways tighten. This makes it hard to 
breathe. 

ANORO ELLIPTA is a prescription medicine 
used to treat COPD. COPD is a chronic lung 
disease that includes chronic bronchitis, 
emphysema, or both. ANORO ELLIPTA is 
used long term as 1 inhalation, 1 time each 
day, to improve symptoms of COPD for better 
breathing. 

• ANORO ELLIPTA is not for use to treat 
sudden symptoms of COPD. Always 
have a rescue inhaler (an inhaled, short¬ 


acting bronchodilator) with you to treat 
sudden symptoms. If you do not have a 
rescue inhaler, contact your healthcare 
provider to have one prescribed for you. 

• ANORO ELLIPTA is not for the treatment 
of asthma. It is not known if 
ANORO ELLIPTA is safe and effective 
in people with asthma. 

• ANORO ELLIPTA should not be used in 
children. It is not known if ANORO ELLIPTA 
is safe and effective in children. 


Who should not use ANORO ELLIPTA? 

Do not use ANORO ELLIPTA if you: 

• have a severe allergy to milk proteins. Ask 
your healthcare provider if you are not 
sure. 

• are allergic to umedidinium, vilanterol, or 
any of the ingredients in ANORO ELLIPTA. 
See “What are the ingredients in 
ANORO ELLIPTA?” on next page for a 
complete list of ingredients. 


What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before using ANORO ELLIPTA? 

Tell your healthcare provider about all of 
your health conditions, including if you: 

• have heart problems 

• have high blood pressure 

• have seizures 

• have thyroid problems 

• have diabetes 

• have liver problems 

• have eye problems such as glaucoma. 
ANORO ELLIPTAmay makeyourglaucoma 
worse. 

• have prostate or bladder problems, or 
problems passing urine. ANORO ELLIPTA 
may make these problems worse. 

• are allergic to any of the ingredients in 
ANORO ELLIPTA, any other medicines, or 
food products. See “What are the 
ingredients in ANORO ELLIPTA?” on next 
page for a complete list of ingredients. 

• have any other medical conditions 

• are pregnant or planning to become 
pregnant. It is not known if ANORO ELLIPTA 
may harm your unborn baby. 

• are breastfeeding. It is not known if the 
medicines in ANORO ELLIPTA pass into 
your milk and if they can harm your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the 
medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. ANORO ELLIPTA 
and certain other medicines may interact with 
each other. This may cause serious side 
effects. 


Especially tell your healthcare provider if you 
take: 

• anticholinergics (including tiotropium, 
ipratropium, aclidinium) 

• atropine 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of 
them to show your healthcare provider and 
pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 


How should I use ANORO ELLIPTA? 

Read the step-by-step instructions for 

using ANORO ELLIPTA at the end of the 

Medication Guide. 

• Do not use ANORO ELLIPTA unless your 
healthcare provider has taught you how to 
use the inhaler and you understand how 
to use it correctly. 

• Use ANORO ELLIPTA exactly as your 
healthcare provider tells you to use it. Do 
not use ANORO ELLIPTA more often than 
prescribed. 

• Use 1 inhalation of ANORO ELLIPTA 1 time 
each day. Use ANORO ELLIPTA at the 
same time each day. 

• If you miss a dose of ANORO ELLIPTA, take 
it as soon as you remember. Do not take 
more than 1 inhalation each day. Take 
your next dose at your usual time. Do not 
take 2 doses at one time. 

• If you take too much ANORO ELLIPTA, call 
your healthcare provider or go to the 
nearest hospital emergency room right 
away if you have any unusual symptoms, 
such as worsening shortness of breath, 
chest pain, increased heart rate, or 
shakiness. 

• Do not use other medicines that 
contain a LABA or an anticholinergic 
for any reason. Ask your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist if any of your other 
medicines are LABA or anticholinergic 
medicines. 

• Do not stop using ANORO ELLIPTA unless 
told to do so by your healthcare provider 
because your symptoms might get worse. 
Your healthcare provider will change your 
medicines as needed. 

• ANORO ELLIPTA does not relieve 
sudden symptoms. Always have a 
rescue inhaler with you to treat sudden 
symptoms. If you do not have a rescue 
inhaler, call your healthcare provider to 
have one prescribed for you. 

• Call your healthcare provider or get 
medical care right away if: 

• your breathing problems get worse 

• you need to use your rescue inhaler 
more often than usual 

(continued on next page) 












• your rescue inhaler does not work as 
well to relieve your symptoms 


What are the possible side effects 
with ANORO ELLIPTA? 

ANORO ELLIPTA can cause serious side 
effects, including: 

• See “What is the most important 
information I should know about 
ANORO ELLIPTA?” 

• sudden breathing problems 
immediately after inhaling your 
medicine 

• serious allergic reactions. Call your 
healthcare provider or get emergency 
medical care if you get any of the 
following symptoms of a serious allergic 
reaction: 

• rash 

• hives 

• swelling of the face, mouth, and 
tongue 

• breathing problems 

• effects on your heart 

• increased blood pressure 

• a fast and/or irregular heartbeat 

• chest pain 

• effects on your nervous system 

• tremor 

• nervousness 

• new or worsened eye problems, 
including acute narrow-angle 
glaucoma. Acute narrow-angle 
glaucoma can cause permanent loss of 
vision if not treated. Symptoms of acute 
narrow-angle glaucoma may include: 

• eye pain or discomfort 

• nausea or vomiting 

• blurred vision 

• seeing halos or bright colors around 
lights 

• redeyes 

If you have these symptoms, call your 
doctor right away before taking another 
dose. 

• urinary retention. People who take 
ANORO ELLIPTA may develop new or 
worse urinary retention. Symptoms of 
urinary retention may include: 

• difficulty urinating 

• painful urination 

• urinating frequently 

• urination in a weak stream or drips 

If you have these symptoms of urinary 
retention, stop taking ANORO ELLIPTA 


and call your doctor right away before 
taking another dose. 

• changes in laboratory blood levels, 

including high levels of blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) and low levels of 
potassium (hypokalemia) 

Common side effects of ANORO ELLIPTA 
include: 

• sore throat 

• sinus infection 

• lower respiratory infection 

• common cold symptoms 

• constipation 

• diarrhea 

• pain in your arms or legs 

• muscle spasms 

• neck pain 

• chest pain 

Tell your healthcare provider about any 
side effect that bothers you or that does 
not go away. 

These are not all the side effects with 
ANORO ELLIPTA. Ask your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist for more 
information. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about 
side effects. You may report side effects 
to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


What are the ingredients in 
ANORO ELLIPTA? 

Active ingredients: umeclidinium, vilanterol 

Inactive ingredients: lactose monohydrate 
(contains milkproteins), magnesium stearate 


Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
for additional information about 
ANORO ELLIPTA. You can also contact the 
company that makes ANORO ELLIPTA 
(toll free) at 1-888-825-5249 or at 
www.myANORO.com. 


ANORO and ELLIPTA are registered trademarks 

of the GSK group of companies. ^ 
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New cancer 
screening 
option for 
heavy smokers 

If you are or were a heavy 
smoker and are older, you should 
talk to your doctor about being 
screened for lung cancer. Lung 
cancer is often deadly because it 
has no symptoms until it has 
already spread. Early detection can 
be a lifesaver, says Dan Raz, 
co-director of the Lung Cancer and 
Thoracic Oncology Program at the 
City of Hope in Duarte, Calif. 

As of January, under the 
Affordable Care Act, private 
insurers must pay for annual lung 
cancer screenings with CT scans 
(low-dose computerized X-rays) for 
some smokers and former 
smokers. Now Medicare will pay 
for screenings as well. 

To qualify for coverage for the 
$200 to $300 CT scan, you must 
have smoked the equivalent of "30 
pack years" and be at least 55. The 
term "30 pack years" could mean a 
pack a day for 30 years, two packs 
a day for 15 years or three packs a 
day for 10 years, Raz explains. Even 
if you quit smoking in the past 15 
years, you can still qualify if you 
smoked frequently while you were 
a smoker. 

Experts believe that annual 
screenings with CT may prevent 
up to 20 percent of future deaths 
from lung cancer. That would 
make lung cancer screenings akin 
to mammograms and 
colonoscopies in terms of saving 
lives. According to the American 
Lung Association, lung cancer kills 
more people each year than the 
next three most common cancers 
combined (colon, breast and 
pancreatic). 









LIVING WELL 


Which fifth 
are you? 

The Nielsen Company and 
the Natural Marketing Institute 
(NMI) released a study last year 
showing how much shoppers 
make their food and beverage 
purchases with health and 
wellness in mind. 

The report describes five 
"mutually exclusive consumer 
segments" that are just about 
evenly populated: 

19 percent: 

Well beings 

"Highly proactive... constantly 
searching for the next best 
solution for maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle" 

18 percent: 

Food actives 

"Mainstream healthy group... 
more traditional and balanced 
outlook" 

23 percent: 
Magic bullets 

"Prefer to manage health with 
'medicine' rather than commit 
to a healthy lifestyle" 

20 percent: 
Fence sitters 

"Aspire to be healthy but admit 
to difficulty of juggling kids and 
the stresses of daily life" 

20 percent: 

Eat, drink 
& be merrys 

"Remain indifferent toward 
healthy eating or initiating 
most healthy lifestyle activities" 

Learn more online: 

5 www.nmisolutions.com 


Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 


NOISE continued from page 14 

Science is cumulative, and it’s rare for a single study to be robust 
enough to justify this. 

“It’s also important to be an educated consumer, and there are ways to 
do that. You need to know whether this study is the first or the 19th. Are 
they studies based on humans, or on laboratory animals where someone 
has extrapolated the results to humans? And it’s incumbent upon the 
consumer to find trustworthy sources of information, which usually 
starts with your physician or health-care provider.” 

Don’t be willing to take the first story at face value, Stemmle warns. 

“If a doctor told you that you had stage 2 cancer, you’d certainly go for a 
second or third opinion.” 

Consider the politics of a study, including who’s funding it. “Any 
human endeavor like this involves business ties, needs for grants, 
potential political conflicts and so on,” Oransky says. “I think it’s vital to 
know if there are any potential conflicts of interest involved.” 

People should also look at the sum of the evidence, Nagler says. 
“Journalism is the news of the day,” she points out. “Science is the news 
of a decade of research.” 

There are a number of reliable sources for information on current 
scientific and medical studies, but it falls to each person to seek them 
out. You can’t afford to get tired of asking questions. 

Lance Frazer is a California-based writer specializing in health and 
medicine , nature , science and the environment 


Looking for answers to health questions? Start here: 

www.cdc.gov (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
www.healthnewsreview.org 
myclevelandclinic.org (Cleveland Clinic) 
umm.edu (University of Maryland Medical Center) 
www.nih.gov (National Institutes of Health) 


Revenge of the pox 

Many of today's adults had chickenpox in childhood, with its 
itching, fever, contagiousness and spots-turned-blisters. After you 
get chickenpox, you're unlikely to get it again - at least in the same 
form. But the virus can go dormant in the body, only to reappear at 
an older age as shingles. 

Shingles is caused by the virus that caused the chickenpox - 
varicella-zoster (VZV) - resurfacing on the skin. Anyone who has 
had chickenpox is at risk, especially if they have a weakened 
immune system through disease or medication, or are 60 or older. 

Shingles usually stay on one side of the body. There is as much 
pain as itching, along with flu-like symptoms. And the rash and 
blisters come back. In some people, continuing and severe pain, 
bacterial infection and nerve damage are possible. Luckily, shingle: 
can be blunted or even prevented by a vaccination from VA and 
other health-care providers. 
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Personalized Music Box 



FREE 

Personalization 


¥ Fully mirrored music box, 

hand-crafted of beveled 

glass with etching on 

four sides • 

• ■ 

* Heart-shaped charm.on * 
pale blue ribb.on fan be 
personalized FREE 

<# 

# 

¥ Etched with a beautiful 
scroll design sprinkled 
with stars and the 
sentiment: “My 
Granddaughter, 

I Love You to the 
Moon and Back” 

¥ Half-moon on the lid 
sparkles with crystals and 
features a delicate hanging 
heart with center crystal 


Plays the melody 
You Are So Beautiful 


INCLUDES A POEM CARD! 

My Granddaughter, I love you to 
the moon and back, To the sun and 
beyond. You’re a beautiful girl 
With love to share, And I treasure our 
special bond. Your love is ever bright, 
More beautiful than The stars that 
shine. I’m lucky to have you in my life, 


Music box an endearing 

3M m Lx 3 1 / 2 m H 


And I’m so proud to call you mine. 


www.bradfordexchange.com/21375 


A Sparkling, Musical Masterpiece for Her! 

This limited-edition music box is an exquisite work 
of art and a sparkling expression of love for your dear 
granddaughter. Hand-crafted of mirrored beveled glass 
with an enchanting scrolled design sprinkled with an 
abundance of sweet stars, it boasts a silvery heart charm 
that can be personalized with the name of your choice— 
FREE of charge. The charm is tied on a soft blue ribbon 
to a half-moon handle that sparkles with crystals and is 
embellished with a dangling heart whose center is yet 
another crystal. This exclusive treasure plays “You Are 
So Beautiful” and comes with a poem card especially 
for her. 

Great value; limited time only! 

Order now at only $59-99*, payable in three install¬ 
ments of $19-99- Our 365-day money-back guarantee 
assures your 100% satisfaction. Availability is limited 
and strong demand is likely. Don’t miss out! Send no 
money now. Just return the coupon today, and be sure 
to indicate the name you’d like engraved on the charm! 
©2015 BGE 01-21375-001-BDUP 


PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY SEND NO MONEY NOW 

_ THE _ 

BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

^COLLECTIBLES^ 


P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please accept my order for the My Granddaughter, I Love You To The Moon Personalized Music 
Box(es) as described in this announcement. I need send no money now. I will be billed with shipment. 
More than one granddaughter? Please fill in the name for each box reserved (up to 10 letters). 

One Box: | | I I I I I 1 1 1 1 Two Boxes: | | I I I I I I I I I 

Three Boxes: rTTTTTTTTTI Four Boxes: rTTTTTTTTT" 



Customize the 
heart-shaped charm 
with her name 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 



City 


State 

Zip 


Email (optional) 


01-21375-001-E94991 


*Plus a total of $9.99 shipping and service per box. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 firing 
days. Please allow 4-8 weeks for shipment. Sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
































VETERANS UPDATE 


Retirement revamp 

BY TOM PHILPOTT 

The House and Senate Armed Services commit¬ 
tees are deciding what to do with a blue-ribbon 
panel’s recommendations to rebalance military 
retirement benefits for future servicemembers. 

The Military Compensation and Retirement 
Modernization Commission proposes to replace the 
current system, which provides no benefits short of 
20 years of service, with a plan that “blends” a 
reduced annuity for ca¬ 
reerists with a portable 
Thrift Savings Plan (TSP). 

Members would be fully 
vested in their TSP after two 
years and see government 
match their contributions of 
up to 5 percent basic pay. 

The blended plan, the 
commission argues, would 
sustain force quality but be 
fairer to non-careerists, 
allow the services more 
flexibility to shape the force 
they need with a desired 
mix of youth and experience, and save DoD 
billions of dollars annually. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Military Personnel, says 
he intends to endorse the new plan and push for its 
enactment “if the numbers add up.” 

Current retirees would be fully grandfathered, 
and members now serving would have a choice to 
stay with the current plan or shift to the new 
option. Those entering on or after the date of 
enactment would fall under the blended plan. 

It would still provide an immediate annuity for 
full careers, but payments would be lowered 
20 percent compared to current retirement. Anyone 
who serves 20 years would get retired pay equal to 
40, not 50, percent of basic pay. In return, they 
would be vested in a TSP with matching contribu¬ 
tions, like 401 (k) plans in the private sector. 
Government matching would end at 20 years. 

To retain enough careerists, transferability of 
Post-9/11 GI Bill education benefits to family 
members would be offered only after 10 years in 
return for two additional years of service. At the 
12-year mark, members would get lump sum 
continuation payments equal at least to two-and-a- 
half months in basic pay. But they would have to 
agree to serve four more years. Presumably, after 


should ‘lift all boats’ 


16 years of service, most careerists would stay for 
20 to gain that immediate annuity. 

Those who qualify for retirement would confront 
still more new choices. Rather than draw an imme¬ 
diate annuity equal to 2 percent of basic pay for 
each year served, one could elect to take a lump 
sum amount and a smaller annuity. One could also 
get a maximum cash payment and forfeit any 
annuity until old age. 

At 67, those who did cash 
out would see retired pay 
restored to the level of their 
peers who elected full 
annuities at retirement. 

Some veterans service 
organizations, including 
The American Legion, fear 
the commission might be 
overstating the relative 
value of the plan, at least 
for longer-serving members. 

“There should be no 
degradation of benefits for 
servicemembers coming in,” said John Stovall, 
director of the Legion’s National Security/Foreign 
Relations Division. “We want to protect the 
all-volunteer force.” 

The commission estimates that 83 percent of 
servicemembers leave with no retirement benefit, 
although 40 percent do participate in a military 
TSP that today offers no government matching. 

“There probably should be something for folks 
who only serve six, 10 or 12 years,” Stovall said. 

“A hybrid system that allows them to save for 
retirement and take that into the civilian world is 
probably a good one.” 

But it shouldn’t be paid for by cutting retirement 
for future careerists, he said, suggesting that a 
more robust TSP and continuation pay wouldn’t 
make up for a 20 percent cut in lifetime annuities. 

“We would like to see something that lifts all 
boats,” he added. 

Graham, however, suggested it might be good to 
rebalance benefits this way if recruiting and 
retention aren’t harmed and more people leaving 
the service early do so with some government-paid 
retirement on top of traditional veterans benefits. 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 30 years. 
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Upper Class Just Got Lower Priced 


Finally , luxury built for value—not for false status 


TAKE 
78% OFF 


O nly a few of us are born with silver spoons in our mouths. 

Until Stauer came along, you needed an inheritance to buy 
a timepiece with class and refinement. Not any more. The Stauer 
Magnificat II brings the impeccable quality and engineering 
once found only in the watch collections of the idle rich. If you 
have actually earned your living through intelli¬ 
gence, hard work, and perseverance, you will now 
be rewarded with a timepiece of understated class 
that will always be a symbol of refined taste. The 
striking case, finished in luxurious gold, compli- . 

ments an etched ivory-colored dial exquisitely. 3 1 I \ I 

By using advanced computer design and robotics, When VOU use VOUT 

we have been able to drastically reduce the screen 

price on this precision movement. INSIDER (JFFtK LUDt 

Do you have enough confidence to pay less? Status seekers 
are willing to overpay just to wear a designer name. Not the 
Stauer client. The Magnificat II is built for people who have 
their own good taste and understand the value of their dollar— 
finally, luxury built for confident people. And this doesn't mean 
the rich aren't smart. Quite the contrary, Stauer's clients include 
a famous morning news host, the infamous captain of a certain 
starship, a best actor nominee, a best actor winner and the 
number one rock guitarist of all time. They were all clever 
enough to recognize a spectacular value. 

It took three years of development and $26 million in 
advanced Swiss-huilt watch-making machinery to 
create the Magnificat II. Look at the interior dials and azure- 
colored hands. Turn the watch over and examine the 27-jeweled 
automatic movement through the exhibition back. When we 
took the watch to George Thomas (the most renowned watch¬ 
maker and watch historian in America), he disassembled the 


Magnificat II and studied the escapement, balance wheel and 
the rotor. He remarked on the detailed guilloche face, gilt wind¬ 
ing crown, and the crocodile-embossed leather band. He was 
intrigued by the three interior dials for day, date, and 24-hour 
moon phases. He estimated that this fine timepiece would 
cost over $2,500. We all smiled and told him that the 
Stauer price was less than $90. He was stunned. We 
felt like we had accomplished our task. A truly 
magnificent watch at a truly magnificent price! 
Try the Magnificat II for 60 days and if you are 
not receiving compliments, please return the 
watch for a full refund of the purchase price. 
The precision-built movement carries a 2 year 
warranty against defect. If you trust your own 
good taste, the Magnificat II is built for you. 

Stauer Magnificat II Timepiece— $399* 


Offer Code Price 


$87 


50 


s&P SAVE $311-! 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

1 - 800 - 973-3089 


Your Offer Code: MAG380-07 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


Sutler* 


* 


Rating of A+ 


14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Dept. MAG380-07 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com 
Discount for customers who use the offer code versus the original Stauer.com price. 

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices ™ 


Luxurious gold-finished case with exposition back - 27-jeweled automatic movement - Croc-embossed band fits wrists 6 3 A"~ 8 V 2 " - Water-resistant to 3 ATM 
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Strength in the skies helped 
make America a superpower. 

Will sequestration clip our wings? 



U.S. Air Force photo 
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BY ALAN W. DOWD AND ADAM LOWTHER 


ith the centennial of air power’s role in 
warfare upon us, now is the ideal time to 
consider the past, present and future of 
American defense capability in the sky. 

During World War I, aircraft began operating as 
aerial reconnaissance platforms. Pilots and aerial 
observers watched ground units and attempted to 
gain advantage from understanding troop strength, 
movement and tactical emplacement. The desire to 
prevent the enemy from gaining such information 
rapidly led to the need for air superiority, which led 
to air-to-air combat, which in turn led to the 
development of air interdiction - the need to destroy 
an enemy’s aircraft before it is airborne. Remarkably, 
these capabilities evolved in fewer than five years. 

This rapid development of air power as a key 
component of U.S. military strength was a stunning 
feat of American ingenuity, as new technologies and 
the art of warfare continually pushed the bounds of 
the possible - and played a central role in propelling 
the United States into a position of pre-eminence by 
the end of the 20th century. 

The contrails of history suggest that the rise of 
American air power and the rise of U.S. geopolitical 
power go hand in hand. 

VITTLES For Americans, air power played a key 
part in some of World War II’s most pivotal 
moments: Pearl Harbor, Doolittle’s Raid, Midway 
(showcasing carrier-borne naval air power), D-Day, 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower said of the D-Day invasion, “Without the 
air force, without its independent power, entirely 
aside from its ability to sweep the enemy air forces 
from the sky, without its power (to) intervene in the 
ground battle, the invasion would have been 
fantastic ... it would have been more than fantastic; 
it would have been criminal.” 

Just two years after atomic-tipped B-29s hastened 
the war’s end, President Truman signed the National 
Defense Act at the urging of men like Eisenhower, 
elevating the Air Force into an independent branch. 
Fittingly, Truman signed the act into law aboard 
Sacred Cow, forerunner to Air Force One. 

The new branch was soon put to work, albeit in an 
unexpected way. After Stalin blockaded the corridors 
connecting western Germany to western Berlin, Lt. 
Gen. Curtis LeMay crafted an air campaign unlike 
any in history. Blending the principles of strategic 
bombing with the efficiency of an assembly line, 
Allied pilots flew 277,000 missions and delivered 
2.3 million tons of supplies to Berlin between June 
1948 and September 1949. About 75 percent of those 
missions were flown by 300 U.S. planes. 


Americans called the Berlin Airlift “Operation 
Vittles.” It served as a model for some 450 Air Force 
humanitarian airlifts during the Cold War. These 
acts of air diplomacy played a central role in 
displaying U.S. power and goodwill as Moscow and 
Washington vied for global influence. 

The end of the Berlin Crisis offered little rest for 
the United States or the Air Force. North Korea 
invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950. By June 27, 
the Air Force was flying missions to repulse the 
onslaught. The Air Force flew 392,139 sorties during 
the war, often in inhospitable conditions over enemy 
territory. 

MIRACLES In 1962, when President Kennedy 
learned that Moscow might be deploying nuclear 
missiles in Cuba, he ordered Air Force “blue-suiters” 
to fly modified CIA U-2s over the island. What they 
discovered was staggering: the Soviets were 
assembling 42 medium-range nuclear missiles and 
24 intermediate-range nuclear missiles, deploying 42 
long-range nuclear bombers, and trying to tilt the 
Cold War’s balance - and gain a first-strike 
capability. 

At U.S. bases around the world, more than 1,000 
bombers were readied for immediate takeoff. Scores 
of nuclear-armed B-47 and B-52 bombers sat 
wingtip to wingtip at air bases across the 
southeastern United States. Ninety nuclear-armed 
B-52s began round-the-clock orbits over the Atlantic. 
Fully one-eighth of the Air Force was airborne. 
Along with Navy quarantine operations and clever 
diplomacy, this massive display of air power averted 
World War III. 

Speaking of averting war, U.S. bombers and 
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) 
represented more than 58 percent of America’s 
strategic nuclear deterrent force at the height of the 
Cold War. This arsenal kept a fragile peace between 
the superpowers. Without the capability to destroy 
the world 10 times over, direct confrontation may 
have appeared too tempting to an aggressive, 
expansionist Soviet Union. 

Even so, proxy wars raged. After enjoying a 6-to-l 
kill ratio in Korea, the Air Force’s ratio in Vietnam 
dropped to 2-to-l in the early years of the war, 
owing to Hanoi’s lethal mix of AAA, SAMs and 
fighter-interceptors. All told, the United States lost 
2,254 fixed-wing aircraft in and around the country. 

Yet the Air Force delivered more than ordnance in 
Vietnam. During the 77-day siege of Khe Sanh, as 
Air Force Magazine’s air power chronology details, 
the Air Force airdropped 165 tons of supplies per 
day. At the end of the war, U.S. cargo planes formed 
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Atrial Fibrillation (AFib) not caused by a heart valve problem 
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ELIQUIS and when you may start taking it again. If 
you have to stop taking ELIQUIS, your doctor may 
prescribe another medicine to help prevent a blood 
clot from forming. 

■ ELIQUIS can cause bleeding, which can be serious, 

and rarely may lead to death. 


■ Get medical help right away if you have any of 
these signs or symptoms of bleeding: 

- unexpected bleeding, or bleeding that lasts a 
long time, such as unusual bleeding from the 
gums; nosebleeds that happen often, or 
menstrual or vaginal bleeding that is heavier 
than normal 

- bleeding that is severe or you cannot control 
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■ You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you take 
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risk of bleeding, such as aspirin, NSAIDs, warfarin 
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blood thinners. Tell your doctor about all medicines, 
vitamins and supplements you take. While taking 
ELIQUIS, you may bruise more easily and it may 
take longer than usual for any bleeding to stop. 


■ ELIQUIS is not for patients with artificial heart valves. 

■ Spinal or epidural blood clots (hematoma). People 
who take ELIQUIS, and have medicine injected into 
their spinal and epidural area, or have a spinal 
puncture have a risk of forming a blood clot that 
can cause long-term or permanent loss of the 
ability to move (paralysis). 
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1 ELIQUIS reduced the risk of stroke better than warfarin. 
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This risk is higher if, an epidural catheter is placed 
in your back to give you certain medicine, you take 
NSAIDs or blood thinners, you have a history of 
difficult or repeated epidural or spinal punctures. 
Tell your doctor right away if you have tingling, 
numbness, or muscle weakness, especially in your 
legs and feet. 

• Before you take ELIQUIS, tell your doctor if you 
have: kidney or liver problems, any other medical 
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your doctor if you are pregnant or breastfeeding, 
or plan to become pregnant or breastfeed. 

■ Do not take ELIQUIS if you currently have certain 
types of abnormal bleeding or have had a serious 
allergic reaction to ELIQUIS. A reaction to ELIQUIS 
can cause hives, rash, itching, and possibly 
trouble breathing. Get medical help right away if 
you have sudden chest pain or chest tightness, 
have sudden swelling of your face or tongue, 
have trouble breathing, wheezing, or feeling 
dizzy or faint. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/ 
medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see additional 
Important Product Information 
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without talking to the doctor who prescribed 
it for you. Stopping ELIQUIS increases your 
risk of having a stroke. ELIQUIS may need 
to be stopped, prior to surgery or a medical 
or dental procedure. Your doctor will tell you 
when you should stop taking ELIQUIS and when 
you may start taking it again. If you have to 
stop taking ELIQUIS, your doctor may prescribe 
another medicine to help prevent a blood clot 
from forming. 

ELIQUIS can cause bleeding which can be 
serious, and rarely may lead to death. This is 
because ELIQUIS is a blood thinner medicine 
that reduces blood clotting. 

You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you 
take ELIQUIS and take other medicines that 
increase your risk of bleeding, such as aspirin, 
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (called 
NSAIDs), warfarin (COUMADIN®), heparin, 
selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) 
or serotonin norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors 
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treat blood clots. 
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bleeding to stop 
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• nosebleeds that happen often 

• menstrual bleeding or vaginal bleeding 
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heart valves. 

Spinal or epidural blood clots (hematoma). 
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injected into their spinal and epidural area, 
or have a spinal puncture have a risk of 
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medicine 

• you take NSAIDs or a medicine to prevent 
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an air bridge that carried tens of thousands of war 
refugees to safety. 

As the war wound down, Washington called upon 
the Air Force to bolster a besieged Israel. With a pan- 
Arab force lunging at the country, President Nixon’s 
response to the Yom Kippur War was unequivocal: 
“Send everything that can fly.” Dubbed “Operation 
Nickel Grass,” the monthlong airlift delivered 22,395 
tons of war materiel. “For generations to come,” 
Prime Minister Golda Meir declared, “all will be told 
of the miracle of the immense planes from the 
United States bringing in the material that meant life 
to our people.” 

STORMS In the immediate post-Cold War period, 
the Air Force was delivering humanitarian aid 
seemingly everywhere, as the Air Force Historical 
Research Agency’s Daniel Haulman details: 40,000 
tons to Iraqi Kurdistan, 62,800 tons to Bosnia, 2,274 
tons to the former Soviet Union, 832 tons to 
Bangladesh, 4,500 tons to Rwanda, 23,000 tons to 
Zaire and Uganda. And the list goes on. 

Air Force assets were among the first units 
deployed during Desert Shield, and the first six 
weeks of Desert Storm were almost exclusively an 
air affair. The Air Force accounted for 57 percent of 
sorties flown, paving the way for ground forces to 
smash the remnants of Saddam Hussein’s once- 
formidable army. 

After Desert Storm, Washington needed a way to 
protect Iraqi Kurds from Hussein’s postwar 
vengeance. Thus was born the no-fly zone. U.S. air 
power guarded northern and southern Iraq for 12 
years and played a central role in preventing Hussein 
from reconstituting his air and land forces. 

Washington also employed no-fly zones in hopes 
of protecting Bosnian civilians from Slobodan 
Milosevic’s henchmen. But it wasn’t until the Air 
Force was allowed to take the offensive in 1995 that 
Milosevic finally came to the peace table. With the 
Air Force representing 68 percent of the U.S. aircraft 
deployed, air power helped end a war. 

When Milosevic tried to repeat in Kosovo what he 
had done in Bosnia, the Air Force led a 78-day 
campaign targeting his centers of gravity. When the 
conflict was over, Air Force assets had flown 79 
percent of NATO’s 38,000-plus sorties, Milosevic’s 
regime was mortally wounded and 850,000 Kosovar 
refugees returned home. 

That 2-to-l kill ratio during Vietnam became 
48-to-0 during the 1990s, Haulman notes, and has 
remained high into the 2000s. 

BURDENS The Air Force and naval aviation 


launched the early counterstrikes against al-Qaida 
and its Taliban partners in Afghanistan. But it often 
goes unmentioned that Air National Guard F-16s 
were scrambled into the skies above Washington 
and New York minutes after the 9/11 attacks. They 
have continued to protect the homeland ever since 
- out of sight and out of mind for most Americans. 

When the United States swung its sights back to 
Baghdad in 2003, Air Force F-117s fired the opening 
salvos. Moreover, a decade-plus of no-fly zones 
enabled coalition forces to face much less organized 
resistance when they returned to Iraq. “First on the 
scene in 1990, the Air Force was also last out of 
Iraq,” Air Force Magazine recalls, detailing how it 
kept watch “until every departing American was 
safely out.” 

During the Obama administration, the Air Force’s 
share of the national-security load has arguably 
increased, as manned and unmanned assets conduct 
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Mali, 
Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen. The United States has 
conducted at least 347 drone strikes in Pakistan 
since 2009, neutralizing an estimated 2,600 
militants. In Afghanistan in 2010, the Air Force 
dropped 60.4 million pounds of cargo and joint 
U.S. air power flew 33,869 close-air-support sorties. 
Air Force and Navy assets delivered ordnance 
5,100 times. 

Late 2014 saw the most weapons releases in 
Afghanistan by U.S. warplanes since 2012. Although 
18 nations contributed to the 2011 campaign against 
Libya’s Muammar Qaddafi, U.S. warplanes 
accounted for 25 percent of sorties - and 70 percent 
of aerial refueling. And when the Islamic State (ISIS) 
swept into Iraq, Air Force F-16s, F-15Es, B-ls, F-22s, 
drones, refuelers and cargo planes teamed with 
Navy F/A-18Fs and EA-6Bs to blunt the advance of a 
ruthless foe and deliver humanitarian aid to a 
defenseless people. All told, the Air Force has carried 
out 60 percent of Operation Inherent Resolve’s 
16,000-plus strikes against ISIS. 

Yet the Air Force’s most important role is not 
kinetic operations, but nuclear and conventional 
deterrence. 

When China declared an air-defense-identification 
zone in the East China Sea, B-52s cruised through 
the area to enforce freedom of the skies. When 
North Korea began a spasm of war tantrums in 2013, 
B-2s executed high-profile maneuvers over the 
peninsula and F-22s deployed to South Korea. 
Likewise, during a spike in tensions with Iran, the 
Pentagon based F-22s in the United Arab Emirates. 
All these are examples of conventional deterrence. 

Amid Moscow’s dubious 2011 claims to huge 


APRIL 2015 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 27 



A senior airman marshals a C-17 Globemaster 
III during a field exercise at the Joint Readiness 
Training Center at Fort Polk, La. u.s: Air Force photo 


swaths of Arctic seafloor, C-5s, KC-135s, B-52s and 
B-2s repeatedly flew over the North Pole. After 
Moscow annexed Crimea, Washington rushed F-15s 
and F-16s to the Baltic nations and Poland, a package 
of B-52s and B-2s deployed to Britain, and a strike 
force of 16 B-52s and B-2s conducted strategic 
exercises - a sobering reminder that Air Force 
bombers and ICBMs still keep watch over an old foe. 

CUTS Ominously, the sequestration guillotine is 
chopping away at our multitasking Air Force, which 
is set to shrink by 286 aircraft in the short term. In 
2013, it temporarily stood down 31 squadrons due to 
funding constraints. During the next two years, it is 
set to cut 18,670 active-duty personnel. 

The nation’s bomber fleet has perhaps suffered 
most over the past decade, even before sequestration 
began. Between 2003 and 2013, the active bomber 
fleet shrank from 173 to 144. With long-range strike 
arguably the single most important capability of the 
Air Force, its 16 operationally deployed B-2s may not 
be enough to penetrate advanced anti-aircraft 
defenses - a mission central to any offensive 
operation. 

These cuts might make sense if the Air Force had 
a surplus of new airframes, or if peace was breaking 
out. But we know the opposite to be true. 

B-52s, the largest segment of the bomber fleet, 
entered service between 1954 and 1962. The average 
age of an AWACS (Airborne Warning and Control 
System) is well over 30. 

As to the state of the world, the Middle East is on 
fire, al-Qaida is reconstituting, jihadists are on the 
march in Iraq, North Korea is rattling nuclear sabers 


and Iran is plowing ahead with its own nuclear 
weapons program. And as the United States declaws 
itself, China’s military expenditure has skyrocketed 
by 170 percent over the past decade, while Russia 
has unveiled plans to deploy 600 advanced 
warplanes in the next 10 years. 

CAPABILITIES Understandably, Navy advocates 
often note that 71 percent of the earth’s surface is 
covered by oceans. The Navy plays an essential role 
in keeping sea lanes open for commerce and keeping 
bad guys at bay. But it’s worth noting that 100 
percent of the planet is covered by air - not an 
insignificant matter given the central role U.S. air 
power has played in the post-Cold War world. 

“What will be needed in the coming decades,” 
argues strategic analyst George Friedman of Stratfor, 
“is a weapon that can be based in the United States, 
reach the other side of the world in under an hour, 
maneuver with incredible agility to avoid surface-to- 
air missiles, strike with absolute precision and 
return to carry out another mission almost 
immediately.” 

Friedman is sketching the future of U.S. air power, 
which will undoubtedly be led by the Air Force. Yet 
given present and likely future fiscal constraints, it 
is uncertain whether the Air Force will have the 
means to develop and field the very systems that 
will ensure U.S. dominance in tomorrow’s 
battlespace. II 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. Adam Lowther is 
a professor at the Air Force Research Institute. 
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Often forgotten, the Americans 
who served in country between 
1950 and 1964 saw their share 
of death and danger. 


Jable Dean of Moore County, Tenn., went 
to Vietnam in 1954 as part of the U.S. 
Military Assistance Advisory Group 

(MAAG) Indochina. Photo by Lucas Carter 


VIE 


AT 


BY KEN OLSEN 


‘SENIOR CLASS’ 
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Watch MAAG veteran Jable Dean talk about his 
time in Vietnam: 

© www.legion.org/legiontv 


J ust before the Army sent Jable Dean to Vietnam 
in 1954, it outlined a simple emergency 
evacuation plan: “If we have to pull out, get to 
the Saigon River,” Dean recalls the Pentagon briefer 
telling him. “And if we can’t get to you, we don’t 
know you.” 

Dean survived his yearlong mission and became 
part of one of the most forgotten cadres of the U.S. 
military: servicemembers who were shot at, bombed, 
captured and killed in the decade-and-a-half prelude 
to the official start of the Vietnam War. Rarely are 
they acknowledged as combat veterans. It’s as if the 
words Dean heard before heading to Vietnam - “we 
don’t know you” - still echo. 

“They were as dedicated as any soldiers involved in 
previous conflicts,” says author and retired soldier 
Ray Bows, who served in Vietnam in 1968 and 1969. 
“Not only are they the senior class, they are the 
unsung heroes of the Vietnam War. But their status as 
Vietnam veterans is totally ignored by the U.S. 
government.” 

The U.S. Military Assistance Advisory Group 
(MAAG), the Army Security Agency (ASA), the 
Temporary Equipment Recovery Mission and other 
groups - official and unofficial - served from 1950 
through 1964. They supported French efforts to retake 
its former colony following World War II and then 
backed South Vietnam’s efforts to deflect the Viet 
Minh, Viet Cong and North Vietnamese after the 
French were defeated in 1954. A mix of World War II 
veterans, Korean War veterans and new recruits, they 
were prohibited from carrying their service weapons 
and many wore civilian clothes. Nevertheless, they 
gathered intelligence, trained soldiers, transported 
Catholic refugees out of the north, flew 
reconnaissance, took casualties and were sent home 
with orders not to talk about their time in Southeast 
Asia. That secrecy became a curse for many of them, 
part of the veil that hides their service and sacrifice. 

“The thing that bothers me is none of this is out 
there,” says Wayne “Maddog” McCaughey, who 
served with MAAG in 1960. “You pick up a book on 
Vietnam, and it says it all started in 1965. If we had 
not been there, the South Vietnamese government 
probably wouldn’t have survived.” 

Routine mission MAAG’s arrival in Vietnam in 1950 
wasn’t necessarily remarkable. The United States had 
more than 40 military assistance groups stationed 


around the world between 1946 and 1960. “We had 
MAAG Laos, MAAG Ethiopia, even MAAG Finland,” 
Bows says. The difference was the job hazards that 
came with Indochina. “Of all the 44 MAAG groups 
around the world, the guys who got caught up in the 
bombings and shootings were those assigned to 
MAAG Vietnam.” 

At least 60,000 served in Vietnam prior to 1965, 
the majority from 1961 to 1964, says Andrew Birtle, 
chief of the military operations branch at the U.S. 
Army Center of Military History in Washington. The 
United States was allowed to have about 340 MAAG 
personnel in the country in the early years under the 
terms of the Geneva Accords, McCaughey says. When 
MAAG Indochina became MAAG Vietnam in 
November 1965, there were 746 U.S. servicemen in 
country, Bows adds. That was augmented by the 
350-member Temporary Equipment Recovery Mission 
that primarily served as clandestine reinforcements 
for MAAG. 

All told, nearly 250 U.S. servicemembers died in 
enemy action in Vietnam prior to 1965, Birtle says. 
Most were killed in 1963 and 1964, as U.S. troop 
levels rose from about 16,000 to more than 23,000. 

Reluctant recruit Dean had no intention of going to 
Vietnam when he joined the Army in 1953 to escape 
his job at a golf-club factory in Tennessee. He was 
approached by “two men with badges” while in 
cryptology school at Fort Gordon, Ga. They told Dean 
they were recruiting volunteers to go to Indochina. 
Dean declined; he had recently become engaged. The 
men insisted. “I just accepted the fact there was 
nothing I could do about it,” he says. 

Dean went to Washington for a two-week briefing. 
He purchased two alligator-skin Samsonite suitcases, 
filled them with civilian clothes and headed out. 

When he arrived in Vietnam in August 1954, Dean 
was sure he was in the wrong place. 

“It was hot, I was sweating and it smelled terrible,” 
he recalls - a common recollection among MAAG 
veterans who arrived in Saigon to find its open 
sewers, rotting garbage dumps and overpowering 
smog. He worked rotating shifts - days, swings and 
then midnights - encoding and decoding messages 
from around the world. He lived in a hotel on the Rue 
Gallieni, and woke up one night in April 1955 to 
tracers zinging down the street as forces loyal to 
President Ngo Dinh Diem battled a powerful sect led 
by a man named Ba Cut. 

Dean and a fellow American watched what became 
known as the Battle of Saigon unfold in the streets 
below their hotel over the next three days. It seemed 
harmless until the bullets came their direction. 
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left: Lonnie Frampton, left, stands with Capt. Owen Thompson 

at a base south of Saigon during his second tour. Photo courtesy Lonnie Frampton 

center: Jable Dean visited the zoo in Saigon during his tour as a 
MAAG cryptographer in 1954 and 1955. Photo courtesy Jable Dean 
right: George Fryett stands in the door of an aircraft following 
his release from Viet Cong captivity in June 1962. Photo courtesy George Fryett 


“We’re standing up there watching guys throw white 
phosphorus mortars and somebody cut down on us,” 
he says. “Talk about getting inside quick.” 

Even so, Dean photographed the battle and came 
home with a set of black-and-white images nearly 
identical to some of the photos that appeared in Life 
magazine that spring. “It never crossed my mind 
I might get hurt,” he says. “When you are young and 
full of piss and vinegar, it doesn’t bother you as much 
as it does later on.” 

Terrorist strike Bill Pratt was more shaken by his 
brush with death. Communist insurgents rolled a 
bomb under the U.S. military bus Pratt boarded in 
front of the Metropole Hotel in Saigon the morning of 
Oct. 22, 1957. A tornado of smoke and shattered glass 
ripped through the heavily damaged bus. Thirteen 
U.S. servicemen and five civilians were injured. Eight 
were medevaced to Clark Air Base in the Philippines. 

“I played and replayed the sights and sounds over 
and over in my mind,” says Pratt, who was headed to 
his job with the MAAG engineer branch when the 
bomb went off. “No one perished simply because the 
bus was fueled by diesel instead of gasoline, 
preventing a huge fire that probably would have killed 
all of us.” 


Equally miraculous: a gasoline station next door to 
the hotel didn’t go up in flames. 

The bus attack was accompanied by a simultaneous 
bombing at the U.S. military’s officers’ quarters in 
Cholon a mile away, which injured four Americans. 

Another bomb was detonated at the U.S. 

Information Service library elsewhere in Saigon, but 
the building was unoccupied. 

The bombings captured a few headlines in the 
United States, as well as the attention of Pratt’s 
mother. She contacted the Red Cross to inquire about 
his welfare. As a result, Pratt was called before Gen. 
Sam Williams to explain why he wasn’t writing 
home. Otherwise, it’s as if the three attacks never 
took place. 

“I fail to understand why history basically ignores 
the coordinated attacks in Cholon and Saigon on that 
day,” Pratt says. “Sadly, many of those involved in the 
incident cannot even be credited with service in 
Vietnam because their official discharge records 
failed to specifically state they served in Vietnam. 
Instead, they only receive credit for ‘foreign service.’ 
Somehow this seems unfair.” 

Two years later, Maj. Dale R. Buis and Master Sgt. 
Chester M. Ovnand were killed when Viet Cong 
attacked the MAAG compound at Bien Hoa, 20 miles 
northeast of Saigon. The deaths of these two soldiers 
in July 1959 also received passing news coverage and 
faded from view. “I’m sure the U.S. government 
would have suppressed it if they could have,” says 
Bows, who chronicled the attack in his book “First on 
the Wall.” Williams, commander of U.S. MAAG in 
South Vietnam, was worried about the North 
Vietnamese coming across the 17th parallel, much the 
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Bill Pratt helps provide medical aid to a Vietnamese man who 
was struck by a logging truck south ofDalat in 1958. He used 
tourniquets from a snakebite kit to stem bleeding. Photo courtesy Bill Pratt 


way the North Koreans had come across the 38th 
parallel on the Korean peninsula. 

“He was far less concerned about terrorist attacks 
and bombings,” Bows says. “For him, two soldiers 
getting killed at a compound in Bien Hoa was not of 
great significance in regard to the overall big picture.” 

Prisoner of war The first U.S. prisoner of the 
Vietnam War came from the MAAG ranks. But it took 
George Fryett decades to convince VA that he was 
held by the Viet Cong for more than six grueling 
months, during which he expected to be executed at 
any moment. 

Fryett was in charge of classified documents at 
MAAG headquarters. But on Christmas Eve 1961, he 
headed out of Saigon on his three-speed bicycle in 
search of a swimming pool in Thu Due - a leisurely 
outing he thought was safe. He was jumped by Viet 
Cong insurgents after turning down a side road he 
assumed led to the pool. The U.S. military searched 
extensively for Fryett, but the Viet Cong kept him 
moving, twice even taking him into Cambodia. 

“It seems that every time the choppers or artillery 
came close, I was moved,” Fryett says. 

He estimates he marched 500 miles as a prisoner 
with a rope around his neck and his hands tied 
behind his back. Although his release and return 
home in June 1962 was widely publicized, it failed to 
register with some of the people he dealt with in the 
United States. 

“When I came down with a temperature of 104,1 
went to the Fort MacArthur (Calif.) hospital. When 
the doctor asked my why I was there, I tried to tell 
him that it was perhaps due to my period of 
captivity,” Fryett says, noting that the doctor had a 
copy of the newspaper story about his release on his 
desk. The doctor instead wrote, “This man has a 


thinking disorder” in Fryett’s medical chart. And for 
years afterward, the military and VA medical systems 
treated Fryett as if he was indeed insane. He wasn’t 
officially recognized as a POW until 1985. 

Fond memories Other soldiers regarded overseas 
duty as an adventure. McCaughey deployed to train 
South Vietnamese soldiers in early 1960 after 
persuading the Army to give him the opportunity to 
see another part of the world. “My expertise was 
fields of fire,” he says, born of shooting skills he 
honed on woodchucks while growing up on a farm in 
Connecticut. 

McCaughey sustained shrapnel wounds when 
another soldier tripped a land mine while on field 
exercises near the DMZ. He was ultimately shipped to 
Germany - but not before seeing evidence of the 
North Vietnamese assassinations of village chiefs and 
their families loyal to the South Vietnamese 
government. 

“It was not pleasant,” he says. “It looked like their 
throats were cut or they were partially beheaded.” 

Like McCaughey, Lonnie Frampton campaigned for 
an overseas assignment. He wanted to escape the 
routine of KP, guard duty and other chores that 
marked his days stateside. He was sent to Saigon with 
an ASA radio installation team in 1961. He returned 
for a second deployment in 1967 with an aviation 
company that hunted enemy positions with radio 
direction finders. Frampton loved both tours, but is 
reluctant to share much about his time in Vietnam. 

“I’m still in a quandary about what I can and can’t 
say,” he says. “The ASA wasn’t supposed to be there, 
of course. And because of the security clearances, we 
couldn’t travel to Cuba or other restricted countries 
for 10 years after we got out.” 

Looking back as the 40th anniversary of the fall of 
Saigon approaches, Frampton has mixed feelings 
about how the Vietnam War ended. “From what 
I read, we didn’t lose a battle. We just lost the country 
because we pulled out,” he says. “It’s almost like we 
wasted all that material and sacrifice and lives for 
what? But if it was under the same circumstances, I’d 
go again.” 

That sense of loyalty and no regret persists among 
veterans of MAAG, the ASA and other groups that 
served without recognition in Vietnam. 

“I think it grew me up and made me accept people,” 
says Dean, who was a schoolteacher and principal 
for more than four decades after leaving the Army. 

“I think I’m a better person for being involved.” II 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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n our quiet, leafy neighborhood of Charlottenburg 
on the west side of Germany’s capital city, my 
wife, daughter and I grew accustomed to taking 
walks around a beautiful sunken lake called 
Lietzensee. There, you’d see graceful swans paddling 
about, picnickers grazing on the lush, green banks 
and children frolicking on a sandy playground. 

So it startled me to read an article in the Berliner 
Zeitnng one day about neo-Nazis getting together in 
this yuppie stronghold of West Berlin. The 
newspaper reported groups of up to 60 skinheads 
gathering at the park in the evening, playing metal 
music and yelling phrases such as c< Sieg heir (hail 
victory), “ Deutschland den Deutschen” (“Germany for 
Germans”), “Auslander raus” (“foreigners go away”) 


and “Tod den Auslaendern” (“death to foreigners”). 
According to the report, locals called the police, who 
twice showed up and forced the skinheads out. 

One of my German buddies in the neighborhood, 
who would jog around Lietzensee with me on winter 
mornings, handed me the article with a stern face 
and an embarrassed blush one day and said, “You 
might want to read this.” It was his way of letting my 
wife and I know to be careful (as foreigners) in a city 
and continent still beset by nationalist sentiments. 

The invasion of an idyllic West Berlin lake is 
exactly the kind of fear far-right nationalists in 
Germany and other parts of Europe want to inflict on 
the modern world, a corollary to the violent hatred 
coming from the Islamic State, al-Qaida and other 
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radical groups in the Middle East. It’s another sign 
that, no matter how far we’ve come since World War 
II, old ideas die hard. Governments and nonprofit 
groups working to counteract the hatred from such 
ideologies are working overtime these days as 
nationalism picks up in Europe - from Greece to 
Hungary to Scandinavia - as the past decade has 
brought a global financial crisis and heightened 
Islamic terrorism in Europe. 

Germany tries to combat its National Socialist past 
by funding nonprofits and government agencies to 
keep a close eye on far-right groups. It even plants 
thousands of undercover agents inside the 
descendant of the Nazi Party, the 6,000-member 
National Democratic Party (NPD). When I lived in 
Germany between 2011 and 2013,1 sometimes saw 
NPD election posters around Berlin that chided 
foreigners (wearing turbans and riding on magic 
carpets) to leave. NPD also hosts music events that 
recruit young people into nationalist ideology. 
Political leaders in Germany have set up various 
government initiatives to monitor extremist behavior. 
Roughly 50 million euros from the EU and the 
German government go to funding prevention and 
deterrence programs in Germany each year. 

Other nonprofits, such as the Nazi Documentation 
Center in Cologne, present history so that German 
people, especially schoolchildren, can know what 
happened in the past. In 2011, the group Exit 
Deutschland used a stealth campaign at an extremist 
rock concert in Thuringia. The group handed out free 
extremist T-shirts to 250 of the 600 people at the 
concert. When washed, the T-shirt had a message 
- (“What your T-shirt can do, so can you”) - with 
contact information for Exit Deutschland and a 
recommendation for the wearer to leave the group. 

‘All the Same to me’ Rightist movements are 
on the rise in several European countries, causing 
increasing concern. The recent emergence of Patriotic 
Europeans Against the Islamization of the West, or 
Pegida, had rallies drawing up to 25,000 people in 
Dresden last year. It’s expanding with rallies in Great 
Britain. Leaders of Pegida and its sister chapters in 
other German cities say they are for preserving 
Christian-Jewish Western culture. Some of the 
leaders also argue that Germans should stop feeling 
guilt and apologizing for their country’s role in World 
War II and the Holocaust. The New Yorker reported 
signs at one rally that read, “Nenn mich Nazi, nenn 
mich Klobiirste. Mir doch egal!”— “Call me Nazi, call 
me toilet brush. All the same to me!” Pegida’s leader, 
Lutz Bachmann, stepped down this year after 
pictures surfaced of him dressing up as Adolf Hitler. 


To be sure, larger numbers have shown up to 
counter Pegida’s message at many rallies. Anna 
Sauerbrey, an editorial page editor at Der Taggespiegel 
in Germany, cites polls that show anti-foreigner 
sentiments are declining among Germans. In an 
op-ed for the New York Times earlier this year, she 
wrote, “There are two ways to look at the situation. 
The optimistic take is to note that, for all the 
attention Pegida gets inside of Germany and abroad, 
Germany has never been as liberal, culturally diverse 
and open toward minorities as it is today.” 

But Islamization has certainly become an issue in 
Europe in recent years, with waves of immigrants 
from the Middle East adding new dynamics to 
European cities and adding fuel to fiery debates. 

Pegida adopted the slogan “Pegida=Charlie” in the 
aftermath of the terrorist attack in Paris on Jan. 7, 
when two masked gunmen attacked the office of 
French satire magazine Charlie Hebdo , which uses 
cartoons to poke fun at institutions of power, 
celebrity and orthodoxy. Its occasional defiant 
caricatures of Muhammad irked Islamic extremists 
so much that al-Qaida put its editor, Stephane 
Charbonnier, on a hit list. 

Dressed in black and armed with Kalashnikov 
assault rifles, Muslim brothers Cherif and Said 
Kouachi opened fire, killing a police bodyguard, 
Charbonnier, four other cartoonists, three other 
editorial staff members and a guest attending a news 
meeting. Witnesses at the scene heard the gunmen 
shout “We have avenged the Prophet Muhammad” 
and “God is great” in Arabic during the attack. 

France’s national motto - Liberte, egalite, fraternite 
- wins in the end. Charlie Hebdo usually sold 60,000 
copies and made roughly 270,000 euros in revenue 
per issue. After the massacre, the monthly magazine 
put Muhammad on the cover again, sold 7 million 
issues and made 31.5 million euros in revenue. The 
massacre only boosted sales. Unfortunately, it’s also 
helped fan flames of nationalism, xenophobia and 
disdain for Islam within Europe. 

France is seeing a surge in the Front National (or 
National Front) party led by Marine Le Pen, which 
won 25 percent of the French vote in last year’s 
European parliament elections and could capitalize 
on the Charlie Hebdo massacre. Le Pen believes that 
controlling immigration is crucial to fight against 
Islamist extremism. She’s tried to polish the image of 
the Front National that her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
founded (he denied the Holocaust, among other 
offensive views). She would like to control imports, 
stop immigration and leave the European Union. 

Nigel Farage of the UK’s Independence Party has 
similarly made gains by emphasizing anti- 
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A man holds up a sign that reads "Je suis Charlie"-"I am Charlie"-at a solidarity rally for the French satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo in Freiburg, Germany, in January. Across Europe, thousands gathered to pay tribute to the 12 people killed when two 
Islamist terrorists stormed the newspaper's Paris offices Jan. 7 and opened fire, ap 


immigration policies. The Hebdo massacre brought 
“very worrying implications for our civilization,” 
Farage said in a January speech. “Free speech, satire, 
all things that Western countries believe in and love 
and have enjoyed for centuries ... when you see 
things like this happening, it’s going to make many 
commentators in lots of spheres very nervous of 
poking fun or saying anything.” 

Opposing radical Islam makes sense. And 
European nations such as Sweden, Norway, Greece 
and Germany are seeing a dramatic influx of 
refugees from Syria and other countries. The 
question is how to integrate these immigrants from 
Muslim countries, preventing young people from 
turning to extreme and violent iterations of the 
religion. It’s also difficult to prevent racism and 
hatred for all foreigners (particularly those of dark 
skin) because of a small percentage of ungrateful, 
violent or unproductive citizens. But the tensions 
are clear. 

Nationalist movements and parties in France, 
Hungary and Greece are stirring up votes and 
violence. Populist and polarizing parties from the 
right and left are gaining in Europe, ranging from the 


UK Independence Party in Britain to the PVV (Party 
for Freedom) party led by Geert Wilders in the 
Netherlands. And Alexis Tsipras’ radical-left party in 
Greece known as Syriza, which took power in Athens 
in February. 

Authorities in Greece are still prosecuting 70 
members of the Golden Dawn political party for 
criminal behavior. Golden Dawn gained 7 percent of 
the vote in 2012 as the country was saddled with 
huge debts during the financial crisis. It won 9.4 
percent of Greek votes for seats in the European 
parliament last year. Golden Dawn uses a variation of 
the swastika as its symbol, and its members often 
dress in black fatigues with short hair and boots, 
evoking a violent, thuggish approach in politics. 

They largely blame immigrants for Greece’s problems 
with increased crime and economic upheaval. Some 
members of the extremist group are connected to 
attacks, beatings and murders of immigrants and 
foreigners in Greece. 

Economy and empathy How do you deal with 
latent nationalist ideologies that promote violence 
and hatred toward foreigners who speak a different 


40 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | APRIL 2015 



Safety never felt SO CJOOd 


A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer independence to those seeking a safe and easy way to bathe 
right in the convenience and comfort of their own home. Constructed and built right here in America 
for safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. 

✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore muscles and joints 

✓ New! MicroSoothe Air Therapy System - which oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin while 
offering life-changing therapeutic benefits 

✓ A NEW heated seat providing warmth from prki 

beginning to end WALK-1 rTVu BOO. 

/ The highest quality tub complete with the most www.SafeStepTub.com 

comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub 

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better walk-in tub on the market. So take your first step towards 
feeling great and stay in the home you love. Give us a call today! 


For your FREE information kit and DVD, 
and our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

1 - 800 - 236-6156 

www. SafeStepTu b.com 


$750 OFF 

when you mention this ad 

for a limited time only 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-236-6156 


Safe Step Tubs have 
received the Ease-of-Use 
Commendation from the 
Arthritis Foundation 



















language or come from a different ethnicity or 
religious background? 

At the political level, experts recommend focusing 
on creating a strong economy that provides 
opportunities to the greatest number of people. It 
also balances national culture and identity with good 
education policies and prudent methods of 
integrating foreigners. 

“Many European countries have regulations and 
job protection that have sent youth unemployment 
skyrocketing,” says Paul Marshall of the Hudson 
Institute’s Center for Religious Freedom. “They need 
to liberalize their job markets.” 

As a visiting professor at the Graduate School of 
Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) 
Jakarta and a senior fellow at the Leimena Institute, 
Marshall is advising leaders in Indonesia on how to 
create a culture of tolerance and moderate Islam. 

“There needs to be a strong intelligence and police 
element,” says Marshall, author of “Silenced: How 
Blasphemy and Apostasy Codes are Choking Freedom 
Worldwide.” He worries about some European 
countries’ reluctance to address radical Islam’s 
ideological roots. “(They) also need self confidence in 
their own traditions and not assume they are to 
blame for everything. It is second- and third- 
generation immigrants who are usually the radicals, 
not the first generation ... They need to deport foreign 
radical Islamic preachers and relate to genuinely 
moderate Muslims.” 

In many European countries, birth rates are low 
despite lavish government benefits that encourage 
couples to have children. Many immigrants pursue 
those benefits. In Great Britain, people are concerned 
that Muhammad is the 15th most popular name for 
boys. Could that mean the UK’s great city turns into 
“Londonistan” and the continent becomes “Eurabia”? 

Some immigrants will assimilate and learn to 
speak German, play soccer and go to college. Others 
won’t and might turn toward radical Islam. Frankly, 
those radicals have a great deal in common with the 
skinheads and neo-Nazis. 

Judy Korn has worked with extremists since she 
was a teenager. Her recipe for neo-Nazi rehabilitation 
isn’t to show them films about Hitler and the 
Holocaust, as German prisons used to do. Rather, 
reforming these young men happens through several 
long conversations. She uses the same five principles 
to counsel neo-Nazi prisoners that she uses to 
counsel extremist Muslim youths who end up behind 
bars for violent or hate-motivated crimes. The chief 
skill to teach them: empathy. 

“If you work with violent people, you can be sure 
that at one point in their biography, they stopped 


having the ability to feel empathy for other people,” 
Korn said. Most of the neo-Nazis her team of trainers 
work with come from abusive homes with alcoholism 
and other problems. “If you train people to feel 
empathy for themselves, you can train them to be 
and feel empathetic for another person.” 

She also teaches self reflection, responsibility, 
relationship skills and self-esteem. Her organization 
- Violence Prevention Network - has worked with 
more than 800 cases of incarcerated young 
skinheads, neo-Nazis and Muslim extremists in 
Germany since 2001. Her records show recidivism 
rates for the young men they work with at 30 
percent, compared to 80 percent for all juvenile 
offenders in Germany. 

Neo-Nazi leaders are often past the point of 
reform. But young men in the movement, usually 
16- to 18-year-olds, often find themselves socially 
trapped in the neo-Nazi groups. Many of them have 
sad life stories, and 80 percent don’t have high school 
diplomas, she says. 

Korn’s program offers civic education discussions 
in democracy, human rights, gender and other topics. 
“In prison, they are at a point where they are 
vulnerable,” she says. 

Funded by government grants and private 
foundations and donors, the organization follows up 
with them for one year after they leave prison and 
aims to help them find a high school degree, an 
apprenticeship, a job and self-confidence. It 
encourages them to relocate away from their previous 
cities to avoid old friends or family influences. 

“The reason most people become violent criminals 
and part of extreme scenes” is the same, Korn says. 
“You find young guys who don’t feel like they have 
any worth, are unable to build relationships and are 
at risk of gangs.” 

Marshall agreed that Korn’s approach sounds 
reasonable but that it is not easy to scale up such 
nonprofits to deal with the number of radical 
Islamists and right-wing thugs in Europe. 

“What is reasonable is the demand that questions 
of immigration actually be debated in political life,” 
Marshall says. “The traditionally dominant parties 
shy away from it, in a very undemocratic pattern, 
and this leaves a vacuum in which other groups - 
including extreme ones - rise. What is unreasonable 
is the rise of fascist groups: Golden Dawn in Greece, 
Jobbik in Hungary and others that tend to demonize 
immigrants.” || 

Paul Glader is an associate professor of journalism at 
The King’s College in New York City and a frequent 
contributor to The American Legion Magazine. 
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BY JAMES M. SCOTT 


'JP* t-i* 


The historic Doolittle Raid began with a daring takeoff from a pitching flight deck. 


The following is an excerpt from “Target Tokyo: 
Jimmy Doolittle and the Raid That Avenged Pearl 
Harbor ” (W.W. Norton & Co.), available April 13. 

The three living Doolittle Raiders are expected to 
receive the Congressional Gold Medal this month, 
on the 73rd anniversary of the mission. 

T he Hornet swung into the wind at 8:03 a.m. 
and increased speed to twenty-two knots. 
The seas crashed against the flattop’s bow, 
alarming even the most veteran sailors. 

“It’s the only time in my life,” Vice Adm. 
William “Bull” Halsey recalled, “I ever saw green 
water come over the bow and right onto the flight 
deck of a carrier.” 


Navy handlers positioned the bombers as far 
back on the flight deck as possible, two abreast 
and crisscrossed. The near-gale-force winds 
coupled with the revving engines made it difficult 
for the flight deck crew to maneuver, each of 
whom wore a safety line to keep from getting 
blown into the whirling props. “It sure was 
windy!” recalled George Bernstein, a flight deck 
crewman. “We had to literally drop to the deck 
and hang on with our fingers in the tie-down 
fittings when the B-25s revved up.” 

Over this roar Henry Miller shouted instructions 
to the pilots: keep the trim tabs in neutral and the 
flaps down. Any changes he would display on a 
blackboard. “Look at me,” Miller demanded, 
“before you let your brakes off!” 
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Jimmy Doolittle climbed into the lead bomber 
alongside his copilot, Second Lieutenant Dick Cole. 
Throughout the plane sat the navigator, Second 
Lieutenant Hank Potter, the bombardier, Staff 
Sergeant Fred Braemer, and the gunner and crew 
chief, Staff Sergeant Paul Leonard. Rain beat down 
on the cockpit windshield as Doolittle stared down 
the 467-foot flight deck. The days of practice and 
the nights of worry had come down to this 
moment - not just for Doolittle but for all sixteen 
aircrews. “We all stood around, watching and 
sweating it out,” recalled Jacob Eierman. “We had 
done plenty of practicing - on land - but this was 
going to be the first real takeoff from a carrier 
with one of our big bombers.” 

The loudspeakers crackled on board the other 
ships in the task force: 

“Hornet preparing to launch bombers for attack 
on Tokyo.” 

Troops ranging from cooks and quartermasters 
to engineers and gunners crowded rain-soaked 
decks for a chance to witness the historic event - a 
few even saw an opportunity to profit. “Sailors, 
like stockbrokers, work everything out by betting, 
and there was soon heavy money down on both 
sides: would they make it, would they not?” 
recalled Alvin Kernan, an Enterprise plane 
handler. “The odds were that the B-25s wouldn’t 
have been on the Hornet if there had not been 
successful tests somewhere, but with all the 
skepticism of an old salt about anything the 
services did, I put down ten dollars at even money 
that less than half of them would get into the air.” 

Doolittle revved up the bomber’s twin engines 
and checked the magnetos. 

The carrier’s speed and the furious storm 
combined to create as much as fifty miles per hour 
of wind across the Hornet’s deck, perfect 
conditions for takeoff. He flashed the thumbs up 
sign to Lieutenant Edgar Osborne, the signal 
officer who clutched a checkered flag. Sailors 
pulled the wheel chocks out as Osborne waved his 
flag in circles, signaling Doolittle to push the 
throttle all the way forward. 

“Everything all right, Paul?” Doolittle asked his 
crew chief. 

“Everything okay, Colonel.” 

Osborne watched the Hornet’s bow so as to 
release Doolittle just as the carrier began to dive 
down the face of a wave. The time required for a 
B-25 to traverse the flight deck meant that the 
bomber would reach the bow on the upswing, 
catapulting the plane into the air. Osborne 
dropped the flag and Doolittle released the brakes. 


The bomber roared down the flight deck at 8:20 
a.m. “The scream of those two engines, the 
excitement and urgency, made an incredible sight. 

I was lying face down on the wet deck, clutching 
tiedown plates to keep from being blown back by 
the terrific wind. When Doolittle’s B-25 began to 
move, it seemed unreal,” Ross Greening later 
wrote. “I had chills running up and down my 
spine from excitement.” 

Doolittle’s left wheels hugged the white line that 
ran down the deck. He passed fifty feet, then one 
hundred. 

Then two hundred. 

“He’ll never make it,” someone shouted. 

The bomber charged toward the end of the flight 
deck and then appeared to vanish. 

“Doolittle’s gone,” Charles McClure thought to 
himself. “We’ll have to make it without him.” 

The plane then roared up and into the gray skies 
over the bow. 

“Yes!” Richard Knobloch shouted. “Yes!” 

Sailors crowded along the flight deck and 
carrier’s island erupted in cheers. “The shout that 
went up should have been heard in Tokyo,” 
Thomas White, the mission’s doctor, remembered. 
“We were all yelling and pounding each other on 
the back. I don’t think there was a sound pair of 
vocal cords in the flotilla.” 

On board the cruiser, Salt Lake City journalist 
Robert Casey captured the moment in his diary. 
“First bomber off the Hornet. Miraculous,” he 
wrote. “The carrier is diving, deluging deck with 
white water. The big plane is just about catapulted 
as the ship lifts out of the sea.” 

In the skies overhead Doolittle instructed Cole to 
raise the wheels as he circled over the Hornet , 
where the carrier’s course was displayed in large 
figures from the gun turret abaft the island. 
Doolittle paralleled the flight deck, allowing Potter 
to calculate any error with his magnetic compass 
before he pressed on toward Tokyo. II 

James M. Scott is an award-winning writer 
and former reporter for the Charleston , S.C., Post 
and Courier. His books include “The War Below” 
and “Attack on the Liberty.” Visit his website online. 

www.jamesmscott. com 


Jimmy Doolittle, who was a member of James D. Golliday 
Post 6 in Kokomo, Ind., ranked No. 9 in the Legion's 
"America's Most Beloved Veterans" poll in 2014. 

Read more about him online: 

© www.legion.org/belovedveterans 


APRIL 2015 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 45 







In a video image posted online in 2014, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi delivers a sermon 
at a mosque in Iraq during his first public 
appearance. The enigmatic head of the 
Islamic State is widely considered the 
world's most dangerous jihadi leader, ap 


Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi , the leader of the Islamic State, 
envisions "volcanoes of jihad" everywhere. 

BY ALAN W. DOWD 


He controls 34,000 square miles of territory - an 
area the size of Costa Rica. He commands an army 
larger than Belgium’s and perhaps larger than 
Canada’s. He has a $2 billion budget at his disposal 
and reigns over a population of more than 2 million 
people. Indeed, he is the self-styled leader of a new 
state, which has a major export (9,000 barrels of oil 
per day) and a capital (the Syrian city of Raqqa). He’s 
at war with some of the world’s largest, richest, most 
advanced powers - and he’s more than holding his 
own. In fact, Forbes magazine ranks him the 54th 
most powerful person in the world. 

His name is Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the ultraviolent 
political-spiritual-military leader of the Islamic State 
of Iraq and al-Sham (known as ISIS, ISIL and IS). His 
story is at once horrific and tragic. 

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES Born in Iraq around 
1971 and given the name Ibrahim Awwad Ibrahim 
Ali al-Badri, Baghdadi was apprehended by U.S. 
forces in Fallujah in 2004 during Iraq’s postwar 
insurgency. He was held for some period of time - 


some reports say four years, some say less - in a U.S. 
prison facility in southern Iraq. 

While detained, Baghdadi made connections and 
laid the groundwork for the ruthless killing machine 
that would become ISIS. The U.S. prison “was like a 
summer camp for ambitious terrorists,” a Newsweek 
account of Baghdadi details. “The inmates interacted, 
traded information and battle tactics, and made 
important contacts for the future.” 

At some point in the course of transferring 
sovereignty back to the Iraqi government, Baghdadi 
appears to have been entrusted to Iraq’s civilian 
authorities, who released him. 

That’s the first tragic element of Baghdadi’s story, 
and the first missed opportunity. 

The second relates to the big picture in Iraq and 
Syria. Let’s start with Iraq. 

As the surge took hold and turned the tide in Iraq 
- eviscerating Al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI), persuading 
former insurgents to become part of the solution, 
stabilizing Iraq’s politics, and rescuing Iraq from 
civil war and America from defeat - most observers 
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Smoke rises from the Syrian city ofKobani following an airstrike by a U.S.-led coalition last November. Mass beheadings of Egyptian 
Christians by militants in Libya linked to the Islamic State have thrown a spotlight on the threat the extremists pose beyond their 
heartland in Syria and Iraq, where they have established a self-declared proto-state, ap 


thought the United States and Iraq would renew the 
status of forces agreement (SOFA) to authorize a 
residual U.S. presence in Iraq. As Vice President Joe 
Biden said, ‘Til bet you my vice presidency Maliki 
(Nouri al-Maliki, the former Iraqi prime minister) 
will extend the SOFA.” 

Frederick Kagan, one of the architects of the surge, 
explained that “painstaking staff work in Iraq led 
Gen. Lloyd Austin to recommend trying to keep more 
than 20,000 troops in Iraq after the end of 2011.” 

But President Obama demanded that the new SOFA 
be blessed by the Iraqi parliament rather than simply 
signed by the Iraqi government. He proposed a 
residual force of just 3,000 troops and made it clear 
he was willing to withdraw all U.S. forces by the end 
of 2011, a timetable set by the Bush administration. 
When Maliki balked, as Kagan reported at the time, 
the White House went forward with the zero option 
“despite the fact that no military commander 
supported the notion that such a course of action 
could secure U.S. interests.” 

Kagan and others who advocated keeping U.S. 
forces in Iraq after 2011 feared that the country was 
not ready to stand on its own. But for Obama, ending 
U.S. involvement in Iraq was a promise to be kept. 
After all, the centerpiece of his foreign policy 
platform as a candidate - indeed, the very fuel for his 
White House run - was always the withdrawal from 
Iraq. If nothing else, his critics should give him 
credit for keeping his word. 


Hence, there was nothing surprising about his 
impatience with Maliki, decision to follow the Bush 
administration’s timeline or eagerness to bring 
America’s war in Iraq to a close. Regrettably, nor was 
there anything surprising about the results: 

■ In October 2011, Col. Salam Khaled of the Iraqi 
army warned, “Our forces are good but not to a 
sufficient degree that allows them to face external 
and internal challenges alone.” 

■ In January 2012, Gen. Jeffrey Buchanan worried, 
“Without all the enablers we provide, there’s no 
doubt there will be less capability than there is right 
now,” adding that if Iraqi troops proved unable to put 
pressure on jihadist groups, “they could regenerate.” 

■ In 2012, the remnants of AQI “morphed into the 
earliest version of ISIS,” the Financial Times reported. 
By 2014, Baghdadi and ISIS declared independence 
from al-Qaida. 

■ In summer 2013, Iraq officially began asking for 
help against Baghdadi and jihadist spillovers from 
Syria, making urgent requests for U.S. assets to hit 
terrorist camps. 

■ In February 2014, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Iraq and Iran Brett McGurk told a House 
committee that ISIS operations “are calculated, 
coordinated and part of a strategic campaign led by 
its Syria-based leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi ... to 
cause the collapse of the Iraqi state and carve out a 
zone of governing control in western regions of Iraq 
and Syria.” That same month, Director of National 
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Intelligence James Clapper warned that “the 
protracted civil war in Syria is destabilizing Iraq.” 

That brings us to the other part of the big picture. 
ISIS has thrived on the symbiotic chaos in Iraq and 
Syria, using the unchecked Syrian civil war as 
feedstock for its rise. This explains why so many 
policymakers - including former Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta, former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, former CIA Director David Petraeus and 
Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey - 
advocated sending arms to weaken Syria’s Bashar 
Assad and forestall the radicalization of his 
opposition. As Clinton recently argued, “The failure 
to help build up a credible fighting force of the 
people who were the originators of the protests 
against Assad ... left a big vacuum, which the 
jihadists have now filled.” 

Obama’s reticence reflected the national mood. 
Unlike 2003, when the American people and 
Congress strongly supported regime change in Iraq, 
there was no consensus to stay in Iraq in 2011, or 
intervene in Syria in 2013, or return to Iraq in 2014. 

In other words, if the president deserves criticism for 
engaging Syria too late and withdrawing from Iraq 
too early, he deserves credit for reversing course and 
blunting the ISIS advance. 

MEANS AND ENDS In a region full of bad guys, 
Baghdadi is arguably the worst. 

■ In its initial sweep into Iraq, Baghdadi’s army 
massacred 1,700 unarmed Iraqi soldiers near Tikrit, 
summarily executed 510 Shiite prisoners in Mosul, 
shelled “apostate” homes in Dhuluiya and Zowiya, 
and ordered Christians to convert, make extortion 
payments or die. 

■ ISIS has beheaded aid workers, executed American 
civilians, burned POWs alive and crucified captured 
enemy soldiers. 

■ ISIS is especially barbaric in its treatment of 
children and women. ISIS has subjected Yazidi 
women to “systematic rape and sex slavery,” 
according to the Kurdish government. ISIS has 
imprisoned children as young as 8, executed children 
as young as 10, flogged children as young as 14 and 
sold children into slavery. Perhaps most shocking 
and shameful of all, the United Nations reports that 
ISIS has used “mentally challenged” children as 
suicide bombers. 

■ In February, ISIS orchestrated a mass beheading of 
21 Egyptian Christians captured in Libya. 

These Attila-the-Hun tactics have a power all their 
own, inflating ISIS into an invincible, inevitable force 
- and leaving Baghdadi in control of vast swaths of 
northwestern Iraq and northeastern Syria, along with 


a network of transportation arteries between 
Baghdad and the Iraq-Syria border. 

Baghdadi’s means and ends have gotten the world’s 
attention - and done the impossible. After all, ISIS 
has united Shiites and Sunnis, Jews and Muslims and 
Christians and Hindus, Persians and Arabs, Kurds 
and Turks, postmodern Europeans and pre-modern 
tribesmen, liberal democracies like America and 
Australia and revisionist autocracies like Russia and 
Egypt, reactionary Sunni monarchies like Saudi 
Arabia and revolutionary Shiite theocracies like Iran, 
technocracies like the European Union and gangster 
regimes like Syria, into the strangest enemy-of-my- 
enemy coalition in history. 

Sometimes overtly, sometimes tacitly, sometimes 
purposely, sometimes coincidentally, the members of 
this de facto alliance are cooperating to dismantle 
Baghdadi’s machinery of murder. 

“VOLCANOES OF JIHAD” Fighting Baghdadi is not 
about oil or democracy or even noble notions of 
standing up for civilization. It’s about protecting 
America and its interests. If you doubt this, consider 
what national security leaders have said. 

Baghdadi’s jihadist state “threatens American 
personnel and facilities located in the region ... If left 
unchecked, ISIL will pose a threat beyond the Middle 
East, including to the United States homeland,” 
Obama concludes. 

“The most immediate threat to U.S. national 
interests is ISIL,” Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
concludes. 

Or consider what Baghdadi himself has said. Like 
America’s paranoid World War II foes, he believes his 
people are under attack everywhere - listing China, 
India, “Palestine,” Somalia, the Arabian Peninsula, 
the Caucasus, “Sham” (Israel, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon), Egypt, Iraq, Indonesia, Afghanistan, the 
Philippines, Iran, Pakistan, Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, 
Morocco and “the West” by name. He delights in 
war. “Soldiers of the Islamic State,” he howls, “erupt 
volcanoes of jihad everywhere.” 

Like the leaders of America’s Cold War enemies, he 
hates freedom and wants to upend the liberal global 
order. “Let the world know that we are living today 
in a new era” - an era that will “trample the idol of 
nationalism, destroy the idol of democracy.” 

And like his forefather Osama bin Laden, terror is 
Baghdadi’s weapon of choice: “Terrorism is to refuse 
humiliation, subjugation and subordination.” || 

Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Sagamore 
Institute Center for America’s Purpose 

(sagamoreinstitute.org/cap). 
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 

— J. Fitzgerald, VA 

Remote Controls for Heat, Massage, Recline and Lift 



We’ve all had nights when we just can t lie down in bed and 
sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or 
back aches - it could be a variety of reasons. Those are the 
nights we’d give anything for a comfortable chair to sleep 
in, one that reclines to exactly the right degree, raises feet 
and legs to precisely the desired level, supports the head 
and shoulders properly, operates easily even in the dead of 
night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it all. 

It’s a chair, true - the finest of lift chairs - but this chair 



is so much more! It’s designed 
to provide total comfort 
and relaxation not found 


in other chairs. It can’t be 


beat for comfortable, long¬ 
term sitting, TV viewing, 
relaxed reclining and - yes! 
- peaceful sleep. Our 
chair’s recline 


technology allows 
you to pause 
the chair in an 
infinite number of 


positions, including 
the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero 
gravity position where 
your body experiences 
a minimum of internal and 
external stresses. You’ll love the other 
benefits, too: It helps with correct spinal 


This lift chair 
puts you safely 
on your feet! 


alignment, promotes back pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent back and muscle pain. 

And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style 
back and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. 
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced arm 
support when sitting or reclining. The high and low heat 
settings along with the dozens of massage settings, can 
provide a soothing relaxation you might get at a spa - just 
imagine getting all that in a lift chair! Shipping charge 
includes white glove delivery. Professionals will deliver the 
chair to the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty and 
your choice of fabrics and colors - Call now! 

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 

Call now toll free for our lowest price. 

Please mention code 49163 when ordering. 

1 - 888 - 591-7084 


Long Lasting 
DuraLux Leather 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy 



Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo 

DuraLux II 
Microfiber 

©2015 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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USAA Financial Services 


USAA® 


SMOOTH 

MOVE 


BY J.J. MONTANARO 


F or the 250,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen and 

Marines who leave the military every year, the 
move represents a beginning, not an end. 

I left active duty back in the ’90s. With a little 
planning and a lot of good fortune, I barely skipped a 
beat. But after counseling countless others through 
the process, I know there’s work to be done. If you’ve 
also made the transition, I urge you to add your 
insights to my points below and share them with 
those still in uniform. If you’re still serving, know 
this: the same type of planning and attention to detail 
that is a hallmark of military operations can serve you 
well in your transition from the military. 

When it comes to personal finances, here are your 
marching orders: 

Build a cash stash. It cannot be overstated how 
important cash is during a transition out of the 
military. So start building a transition fund early - 
way early. My son will be joining the Army when he 
graduates from high school (I pushed for the Air 
Force, but apparently the apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree). We’ve already discussed him setting up a 
savings account called “Getting Out,” so he can start 
putting back a little each paycheck for the inevitable 
transition to the college campus or civilian workforce. 

Your goal should be to have six to 12 months’ worth 
of expenses in a separate savings account. Yes, that’s 
a lot, but it’s important. It will fill the gap if you can’t 
find a civilian job right away and allow you to be 
more selective in choosing the job you want. You will 
also avoid debt as you get outfitted for the job search 
and encounter the other inevitable expenses that 


come with this significant life change. Finally, it can 
supplement Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits for those going 
back to school. In the end, such preparations will pay 
off in any circumstances. 

Account for expense differences. If ever there was a 
time to map out a clear plan for income and expenses, 
it’s when you’re planning to leave the military, 
because a lot will be changing. For starters, you’ll lose 
your tax-free housing allowance (or free housing), 
subsistence allowance and inexpensive or no-cost life 
and health insurance. And that’s just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

So figure out in detail what you’ll need to get by 
each month, being mindful to adjust expenditures for 
where you’ll be living. Then, as a means to build up 
cash and condition yourself to live on less, try cutting 
back your lifestyle long before your military paycheck 
stops coming. 

Transition your benefits. I still recall the angst I felt 
stepping out from under Uncle Sam’s protective 
shadow. Replacing, recreating or improving on the 
array of benefits you enjoy while serving can be a bit 
scary. Let’s look at two key areas: 

■ Health insurance. The first step is to understand any 
transitional benefits that may be available to you. The 
Transitional Assistance Management Program 
provides 180 days of free TRICARE to some who 
separate. The Continued Health Care Benefit Program 
provides transitional coverage, but you have to pay for 
it. In 2015, the program costs $1,275 a quarter for 
individuals and $2,868 for families - definitely a big 
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Smart financial planning 
can make the difference 
in military-to-civilian 
transitions. 


piece to include in your transitional budget. You could 
choose to use VA for health care. Generally VA will 
only provide care for the servicemember, but enrolling 
allows you to meet the health-care law’s coverage 
requirement. To take advantage of VA benefits, you 
must apply. For five years following separation, 
combat veterans can receive enhanced eligibility and 
care for conditions related to their in-theater service. 
Beyond that, you will need to evaluate and access 
health care through your new employer or the 
marketplace. 

■ Life insurance. Most will leave the military with 
$400,000 of Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
(SGLI) life insurance; that coverage ends 120 days 
after separation. The Veterans’ Group Life Insurance 
(VGLI) program allows servicemembers to replace 
SGLI with more expensive group term coverage. The 
key advantage of VGLI is that the coverage can be 
obtained within 240 days of separation with no 
medical questions. But since VGLI premiums increase 
as you age, a civilian replacement may be more 
cost-effective. The key is to not forget to assess your 
needs for life insurance during the transition. Make 
sure not to leave those who depend on you in a lurch. 

Consider the Guard or reserve. This particular point is 
special to me. At my dad’s urging, I joined the 
reserves after six years on active duty. For me, it was 
all about staying connected to my military roots while 
making a few extra bucks. But beyond that, today the 
benefits include affordable health care through 
TRICARE Reserve Select (roughly $50 monthly for an 
individual or $205 monthly for a family), the potential 


for a military retirement check at 60 and continued 
participation in the Thrift Savings Plan. 

Use available resources. Though it’s not something 
that comes naturally to many in the military, don’t be 
afraid to ask for help setting up your transition. The 
military’s own transition program, Transition GPS, is 
a great place to start. 

In addition, The American Legion is rolling out a 
host of new resources and programs. It has always 
been a superb resource for helping veterans tap into 
VA benefits. And at USAA, we’ve built an entire 
organization to help you with the process. Check out 
our website, www.usaa.com, for checklists, 
information and calculators to help you with the move 
to civilian life. 

Transitioning out of the military is an exciting time. 
While I’ve touched on a few of the key financial 
considerations, there are obviously a lot more on your 
plate. Take the same approach that’s worked for you 
in the military to help smooth the move: plan and 
prepare. II 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA Financial Planning Services , one of the USAA 
family of companies. USAA is The American Legion’s 
preferred provider of financial services. 


HAVE QUESTIONS? CALL USAA 

For each new USAA member who purchases any product, 
the company contributes funds to American Legion 
programs. Join online at www.usaa.com/legion or call 
toll-free 1 - 877 - 699 - 2654 . 
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RAPID FIRE 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS Source: Business Insider 


TOP MIDDLE EAST MILITARIES 



Country 

Defense Budget 
(in dollars) 

Active Front-line 
Personnel 

Tanks 

Aircraft 

1 

Israel 

$15 billion 

176,500 

3,870 

680 

2 

Turkey 

$18.1 billion 

410,500 

3,657 

989 

3 

Saudi 

Arabia 

$56.7 billion 

233,500 

1,095 

652 

4 

UA.E. 

$14.4 billion 

65,000 

545 

444 

5 

Iran 

$6.3 billion 

545,000 

2,409 

481 

6 

Egypt 

$4.4 billion 

468,500 

4,767 

1,10 

7 

Syria 

$1.9 billion 

220,000 

(as of 2011, before 
the civil war started) 

4,950 

473 

8 

Jordan 

$1.5 billion 

110,700 

1,321 

246 

9 

Oman 

$6.7 billion 

72,000 

215 

101 

10 

Kuwait 

$5.2 billion 

15,500 

368 

101 


WAR ON TERROR 

Afghanistan 
in the eyes of 
the public 


56 

38 

54 

48 


Percent of Americans who 
say the war in Afghanistan 
was not worth fighting 


Percent of Americans who 
say the war was worth 
fighting 


Percent of Americans who 
favor keeping U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan for training 
and counterinsurgency 

Percent of Americans who 
say the war has made the 
United States more secure 


Source: The Washington Posf/ABC News 



FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Lithuania braces for 
the Bear’s next move 

With a wary eye on Russia, Lithuania's defense ministry has produced and 
distributed a new emergency-response manual "to gird citizens for the 
possibility of invasion, occupation and armed conflict," Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty reports. 

Ominously titled "How to Act in Extreme Situations or Instances of War," the 
manual is being distributed to libraries, military units and online sources to help 
Lithuania's 3 million citizens prepare for the worst, namely, a Georgia- or 
Ukraine-style invasion by Russia. 

"When Russia started its aggression in Ukraine, our citizens here in Lithuania 
understood that our neighbor is not friendly," said Minister of National Defense 
Juozas Olekas, who specifically pointed to Georgia and Ukraine as evidence "that 
we cannot rule out a similar kind of situation here." 

The manual instructs Lithuanian citizens "who notice unknown and 
unidentified armed groups operating in their neighborhood" to "notify the 
authorities," and braces Lithuanians for the possibility of evacuation south to 
Poland or west to ferries bound for Poland, Germany, Sweden or Finland. 


VERBATIM 

The risk is imminent. We cannot wait any longer. Italy has national defense 
needs and cannot have a caliphate ruling across the shores from us. 

Italian Minister of Defense Roberta Pinotti, telling the newspaper IIMessaggero that military intervention 
was under consideration after fighters from the Islamic State reached Libya's Mediterranean shore in mid-February. 
Officials worried that terrorists would infiltrate the stream of immigrants from Libya to Italy or disrupt Italy's oil lifeline. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 


CENTRALPNEUMATIC 
3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 


Mi 


I LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. "Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track I 
Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 1 

I generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, ■ 
Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, | 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days 
I from original purchase date with original receipt. Nori-transferable. Original coupon I 
1 must be presented. Valid through 7/12/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 


SUPER COUPON 


FREE 

WITH ANY PURCHASE 

CENTECH 

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 
MULTIMETER 

ITEM 90899/98025/69096 




/- 1 540579 


I LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 

I & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 7/12/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

I llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

71577860 



(HHiil 

27 LED PORTABLE 
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R «t. u ! res .*':'. ee 09567/60566/62532 1 


26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 
US*GENERAL 


SAVE 

55 % 


Item 

95275 

shown 


LOT NO. 95275 
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REG. 
PRICE 
$89.99 


AAA batteries 
(included). 


★ WINNER ★ 

-TrUCkin'Magazine 


LOT NO. 95659 
61634/61952 

Item 95659 
shown 


$ 39 " 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


71 50364-1 

| LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
■ or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. J 
“ ' ' 'e. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/12/15. Li - - - 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
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- " ! ----‘- J w ilid through 7/12/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 

ST. . 

* PITTSBURGH BSSSS 


mu mi iiiiiiiiijlif " 1,111111,11 


I f [M ■ 

iboetoOOOOO 

lllllll IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 


RAPID PUMP® 
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STEEL FLOOR JACK 
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LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
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PRICE 
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I LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 


Includes one 
18V NiCd 
battery and 
charger. 
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or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/12/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 
AUTOMATIC BRAKE 
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' 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
’ Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


1 No Hassle Return Policy 
1 Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 


• 550 Stores Nationwide 
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RAPID FIRE 


On Jan. 28, VA 
Secretary Robert 
McDonald, right, and 
plaintiff attorney Ron 
Olson announced the 
settlement of a 
lawsuit filed by 
homeless veterans 
seeking services and 
housing at VA's West 
Los Angeles campus. 

Photo courtesy Department of Veterans Affairs 



VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VA move in LA a victory for homeless veterans 


Hundreds of homeless veterans will have access to 
permanent housing in the Los Angeles area this spring as a 
result of a settlement between VA and veterans advocates 
who challenged the agency's misuse of its sprawling West 
Los Angeles campus. 

The settlement, announced in late January, calls for VA to 
provide permanent and transitional housing on its 387-acre 
campus and other Los Angeles locations with the help of 
area nonprofit agencies. It also will ensure that all homeless 
veterans in the greater Los Angles area have shelter by the 
end of the year. 

The goal includes providing homeless veterans access to 
medical and psychological care, says Mark Rosenbaum of 
the Public Counsel Law Center and one of the attorneys 
representing homeless veterans in the case. "We're not 
talking about splitting the atom," Rosenbaum says. "We're 
talking about methods tested in other communities around 
the country." 

The settlement refocuses the West Los Angeles campus 
on its original mission. 

"This will be the first time since the 1970s that the West 
Los Angeles campus will provide permanent supportive 
housing," says UCLA law professor emeritus Gary Blasi, who 
has worked on homeless issues for 40 years. "The on- 
campus permanent supportive housing will prioritize 
women, older veterans and those who are the most 
severely physically or mentally disabled." 

VA and homeless advocates will conduct a count of 
homeless veterans next January to assess the program's 
effectiveness. "Zero is the ultimate target - and the 
acceptable number of homeless veterans," Blasi says. 

The West Los Angeles VA is built on land given to the 
federal government in 1888 for the express purpose of 
housing disabled veterans. VA quietly ended that service 
during the Vietnam War, effectively pushing mentally 
disabled veterans to the streets. Meanwhile, the agency 


leased more than 100 acres of the West Los Angeles 
property for a dog park, charter bus storage, a private 
school's athletic center, a hotel chain's laundry and UCLA's 
baseball stadium, among other endeavors. 

A coalition including the ACLU, the Public Counsel Law 
Center, the law firms of Arnold & Porter and Munger, Tolies 
& Olson, the Inner City Law Center, and Harvard law 
professor Laurence Tribe filed their lawsuit on behalf of 
thousands of severely mentally disabled homeless veterans 
in June 2011. A federal judge in California ruled in August 
2013 that VA's leases with private schools and private 
businesses were illegal. But the judge also rejected the 
plaintiff's argument that VA is required to provide housing 
to mentally disabled veterans. 

Both sides appealed and court-ordered mediation failed. 
The litigation was set to resume when VA Secretary Robert 
McDonald offered to discuss a settlement late last year. 

McDonald is also appointing a special assistant, who 
reports directly to him, to oversee development of a new 
master plan for the West Los Angeles campus as well as 
efforts to house all of the area's veterans. That's an 
ambitious goal given that Los Angeles has the nation's 
highest concentration of homeless veterans. In addition, VA 
says it needs congressional authorization to provide 
permanent housing on the West Los Angeles campus. 

Nonetheless, homeless advocates are optimistic. 

"After years of litigation, we are now able to stop focusing 
on the problem and instead focus on the solution," says 
Melissa Tyner, senior staff attorney at the Inner City Law 
Center. "We can all look forward to shedding our shameful 
title as the homeless veterans capital of the nation." 

- Ken Olsen 


Read VA's plan to end veterans homelessness in the greater 
Los Angeles area online: www.va.gov/opa/docs/ 

veterans-homelessness-strategy-and-action-plan.pdf 
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DISTINCTIVE STYLE...FOR TtSU DISTiNGlISHil MARINI 



Bold patch on the back features 
the Marine Corps emblem 

★ 

The words “United States 



PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 

_ THE_ 

BKADFOKD EXCHANGE 

-APPAREL & ACCESSORIES^ 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the ‘‘Marines Forever” Men’s Twill 
Jacket for me as described in this announcement. I’ve checked 
my size below. Please Respond Promptly 

□ Medium (38-40) 01-19249-011 □ XL (46-48) 01-19249-013 

□ Large (42-44) 01-19249-012 □ XXL (50-52) 01-19249-014 

Signature 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. _ 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


City_State_Zip 

Email (optional) _ 

E94901 

*Plus $15.99 shipping and service. Please allow 2 weeks after initial payment for 
shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 


Front 

www.bradfordexchange.com/usmcjacket 


“Marines Forever” Men’s Twill Jacket 

A Custom Design Exclusive 
Available Only from The Bradford Exchange 

The always faithful Marine stays true to the Corps and its values, whether still active or 
retired! And now, there is a comfortably stylish new way for Marines, and those who 
support the Marine Corps, to show their allegiance and pride no matter where they go. 

Our exclusive “Marines Forever”Men’s TwillJacket in neutral stone-color lightweight 
twill features contrasting brown faux leather accents at the collar and shoulder epaulets, 
and a woven lining for added warmth and comfort. Boldly displayed on the back is a 
printed patch of the USMC emblem in silver and gold colors, and United States Marines 
appliqued in faux leather. The back design is further embellished with burnished metal 
stars, and the front of the jacket bears an impressive gold-tone metal plaque embossed with 
USMC . Adding to the custom-tailored look are dual front pockets with a snap-close, flap 
pocket on top and an easy side-access pocket, a hidden full-length zipper, and ribbed knit 
cuffs and hem. It’s a distinctive look for the distinguished few. Imported. 

An Outstanding Value—Satisfaction Guaranteed 
This custom-crafted, exclusively designed jacket is a remarkable value at $ 149.95*, and for 
your convenience you can pay it in five easy installments of $29.99. To order yours in men’s 
sizes M-XXL, backed by our unconditional, money-back, 30-day guarantee, send no money 
now; just fill out and send in your Priority Reservation. You won’t find this jacket in stores, 
and it’s only available for a limited time, so order today! 

©Officially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps ©2015 BGE 01-19249-001-BIR 


Back 


Marines” proudly displayed in 
faux leather applique along with 
burnished metal stars 

★ 

Custom features include faux 
leather accents at the collar and on 
the epaulets, unique 2-way front 
pockets, and embossed USMC 
metal plaque on front 















RAPID FIRE 



The American Legion's Steve Gonzalez explains the organization's 
emphasis on military credentialing. Photo by Patrick. Faiion 


CAREERS 


VERBATIM 

I don't know... To me, this 
is a classic example of why 
people hate Washington 
and, increasingly, they 
dislike the press. The things 
they care about don't even 
remotely come close to 
what you're asking about. 

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, asked if he 
thinks President Obama is a Christian 

Source: The Washington Post 


Legion adds voice to 
education symposium 

In late January, The American Legion joined representatives from 
nearly 500 schools at the Council of College and Military Educators 
(CCME) symposium in Anaheim, Calif., an annual event that brings 
together military and civilian educators, post-secondary institutions, 
and suppliers of education products and services to discuss best 
practices in providing education to the military. 

Specifically, the Legion was on hand to give its perspective on 
military licensing and credentialing - a hot topic, since many of the 
institutions represented offer courses to obtain qualifications for 
licenses or certifications, CCME President Jeff Cropsey said. 

"We are very much attuned (to credentialing)," he added. "We 
aren't just a group of schools that do general education or a vanilla 
associate degree. Many of the things we do are vocational and 
technically oriented." 

Steve Gonzalez, assistant director of the Legion's Veterans 
Employment & Education Division, was part of a credentialing panel 
that included Lisa Lutz of SOLID, LLC; Sue Jackson of Pearson VUE; 
and Jeffrey Lavender, test examiner from the U.S. Military Entrance 
Processing Command. Gonzalez explained the difficulties that 
stakeholders face in trying to map civilian certifications with military 
training, as well as the challenge of coordinating requirements 
between federal and state licensing bodies. 

"It's telling that the Legion was the only veterans service 
organization invited to present," Gonzalez said. "The Legion has been 
at the front of the military credentialing issue since the mid-1990s. 
Credentialing is an important component of military education." 

The Legion's input helps Pearson VUE and similar companies 
understand the legislative hurdles for military credentialing, Jackson 
said. Pearson VUE supplies many of the exams servicemembers and 
veterans take to receive professional licenses and certifications. 

"As always, the Legion is advancing the credentialing issue," 
Gonzalez said. "We want to spread the word about the importance of 
military credentialing, and we are actively collaborating with other 
stakeholders to identify and overcome any future impediments." 

-Andy Romey 
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CONVENTION 

Register for 
Legacy Run online 

Online registration for the 2015 American 
Legion Legacy Run is open now through 
August. The run will leave Indianapolis on 
Aug. 23 and arrive in Baltimore on Aug. 26 for 
the 97th National Convention. 

Map books, patches and other registration 
material will be mailed to all pre-registered 
riders, passengers and supporters on or 
before Aug. 12. 

For registrations after Aug. 1, there is no 
guarantee that T-shirts, map books and 
patches will be available or delivered in time 
for the ride. For those who wish to register via 
mail, a printable registration form is available 
online. 

Registration fees are $50 for riders and $25 
for passengers. The Legacy Run raises funds 
for the Legion's Legacy Scholarship Fund, 
which provides college scholarships for the 
children of U.S. servicemembers killed on 
active duty since 9/11. The 2014 Legacy Run 
raised more than $1 million in donations; nine 
Legacy Runs have raised more than $5 million. 

* www.legion.org/riders 


Photo byTomStrattman 














FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


‘Austerity cuts’ 
hit British army 

The United Kingdom may slash its 
army from 102,000 troops to 60,000, 
the London Telegraph reports. Plans 
were already in the works for the 
British army to be downsized to 
82,500, but reports of further cuts to 
an end-strength of just 60,000 
soldiers surfaced when Nick Harvey, 
Britain's former minister of armed 
forces and a member of Parliament, 
leaked information he had been given 
by officials in the Ministry of Defence. 

Critics of further cuts worry that the 
government will initiate another 
round of cuts like the "austerity cuts" 
put in place in 2010. If the critics' 
predictions are accurate, Britain's 
defense budget would fall from 
2 percent of GDP to 1.5 percent. 

A spokesman for Prime Minister 
David Cameron denied the reports, 
saying, "There is no change to the 
government's existing plans for an 
army of 82,500 while increasing the 
number of reserves. And there is no 
work underway to look at further 
reductions." 


TECHNOLOGY 

Not-so-secret 

passwords 

After reviewing millions of stolen 
online passwords, the password- 
management software firm 
SplashData released a list of the most 
common ones. 

Here are the top five: 

1.123456 
2. Password 
3.12345 
4.12345678 
5. qwerty 

Sources: SplashData, Daily Mail 
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MEMBERSHIP & POST ACTIVITIES 

Young Oregon Legionnaires get creative 


At just 4-foot-9 and a half, Judy Johnston was too short to 
join the Army during the Vietnam War. So she wore her hair 
up to achieve the necessary half-inch to enlist. 

She ended up in the first group of enlisted women 
deployed to a combat zone, and later made a career in the 
Army National Guard. In 1975, she joined Frederick & John 
Ravin Post 134 in Portland, Ore., where she was the first 
female post commander and has served in one office or 
another every year since. 

"I believe in what The American Legion is," Johnston says. 
"Look out for your veterans, veterans' families and the 
community. That's the purpose of the Legion." 

That's why Johnston is thrilled to see a new generation of 
leadership at her post, led by Sean Davis, a 41-year-old 
Operation Iraqi Freedom veteran. Elected a few months ago, 
he's credited with bringing fresh insight and ideas to the 
70-year-old post. 

"Somebody has to follow us and take over and keep our 
programs going," Johnston says. "I'm glad to see younger 
veterans finally coming in." 

Davis joined the Legion in 2010 for what he sees as a 
common reason: service to others. "Some may call it 
patriotism, but I joined the military because I wanted to help 
other people," he says. "When you come back, that desire's 
still there. I knew that I could do it here." 

Davis teaches literature at both Mt. Hood Community 
College (MHCC) and Clackamas Community College. His 
book about his military experience, "The Wax Bullet War: 
Chronicles of a Soldier & Artist," received positive reviews. 

He serves as veterans service coordinator for the opera "The 
Canticle of The Black Madonna" and has contributed to 
publications such as the Portland Mercury , Work magazine 
and The Good Men Project. 

Davis also paints and has written several plays; his most 
recent, "Chaos of the Stars," was performed in front of a 
standing-room-only crowd in MHCC's Studio Theatre. 


Since he took the reins. Post 134 has seen an uptick in 
activity. There's a plan to buy a large-screen TV so the post 
can show sporting events and movies. Davis has friends who 
train and hire veterans as security guards. The post has 
taken in a litter of puppies and intends to train them as 
service dogs. Traditional projects are still going strong, too, 
such as Halloween parties for children, Thanksgiving meals 
and Christmas gifts for needy families, and more than 5,000 
Easter eggs for local children last year. 

Membership is up, too, with more than a third of the 
post's 170 members having served in the Gulf War or after. 

Joshua Christie, a 25-year-old Marine Corps veteran who 
serves as second vice commander, also brings youth to the 
post. "When I got out in 2010,1 really felt like I was on my 
own," he says. "(Then) I found the Legion and realized that 
this is what so many veterans need." 

After hearing Davis speak at a post election, "I knew that 
our visions for this place were the same," Christine says. 
"Being a part of the Legion, and particularly what we're 
doing at this post, has given me that sense of purpose that 
I think is so often lost with guys coming back." 

Gabe Vaught, a 31-year-old Army reservist who deployed 
to Iraq in 2004, heard about Post 134 when Davis was looking 
into getting the post involved in dragon boating. Vaught 
has been a dragon boater for years; he and Davis ended up 
connecting via Facebook. 

Vaught admits he didn't know a lot about the Legion 
before he joined but likes what he sees, thanks in large part 
to "(Davis') ambition, and some of the changes I've seen just 
since he took over there." 

Vaught has appeared in several plays and some small 
movies. His relationship with Davis has brought him back 
into that fold; he was in "Chaos of the Stars." 

"I've been wanting to revisit my artistic side," he says. "It's 
a good release, a good venue for my inner creativity." 

- Steve Brooks 
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HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

Made to last 

Shane Balkowitsch uses a rare photographic process to 
capture images of family members, friends and strangers. 
Practiced by only about 1,000 people worldwide, wet plate 
collodion was created in 1848 but gave way to quicker, 
cheaper forms of photography in the 1880s. 

Wet plate photographers make a film base on a piece of 
glass or metal, then submerge it in a silver nitrate solution to 
make it light sensitive. They then expose the photograph in 
a 19th-century-style wood camera box, Balkowitsch says. 

The technique is called "wet plate" because the chemicals 
on the plates must remain wet throughout the process. 
When the plate is complete, the image is pure silver on glass 
or tin. Many of the most famous photographs of Abraham 
Lincoln were taken using this method. 

Balkowitsch recently used wet plate collodion to 
photograph William Ternes, a veteran of D-Day and the 
Battle of the Bulge. Ternes is a 69-year member of American 
Legion Post 69 in Flasher, N.D. 

"It was inspiring photographing him," says Balkowitsch, 
who is North Dakota's only wet plate photographer. "When 
I photograph someone, they need to sit still for a long 
exposure time of eight to 10 seconds. He did exactly that, 
unlike most people. It says a lot about him and his military 
experience. The wet plate I made for him will last for 
hundreds of years, something that cannot be said about 
many other photographic processes." 

- Henry Howard 



HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

Okinawa’s Post 28 sends message of honor 


Nestled alongside a busy street in 
Okinawa's capital city, Naha, the Tomari 
International Cemetery has been the 
burial site of Americans and other foreign 
visitors to the island since the 18th 
century, including members of Navy 
Commodore Matthew Perry's 1853 
expedition. Since World War II, dozens of 
U.S. veterans and their families have 
chosen the site as their final resting place. 

Three years ago Wayne E. Marchand 
American Legion Post 28 took over the cemetery's maintenance, 
says Norm Garrett, a retired Marine gunnery sergeant and 
longtime member of the island's only Legion post. With L.O. 
"Ernie" Ernst, the post's commander, he helps landscape and 
clean grave markers and pick up trash monthly. 

During their tour of Okinawa last winter, American Legion 
National Commander Mike Helm and American Legion Auxiliary 
National President Janet Jefford praised the post's work. 

"What Legionnaires are doing here sends an important 
message to all who visit," Helm said. "It reminds people that The 
American Legion honors our veterans and comrades who pass 
away before us. Just as important, it lets the people of Okinawa 


know that Legionnaires are good 
neighbors dedicated to serving and 
beautifying the island they love." 

Post 28 also cares for Ernie Pyle's 
memorial on le Shima, where the famed 
war correspondent was killed April 18,1945. 

Located just outside Camp Foster at 
Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, 
Post 28 was chartered in 1946 and, at the 
height of the Vietnam War, was one of the 
largest posts in The American Legion. 

"Most of our members were stationed on Okinawa at one 
point and either still work on one of the bases or retired from the 
military," says John O'Brien, who serves as adjutant for both 
Post 28 and the Department of the Philippines. "With Kadena Air 
Base, the Marine bases and Torii Station (a U.S. Army garrison), 
there is a large active-duty population we can assist." 

"Many of the young troops who are stationed on Okinawa feel 
isolated because they are a long way from home," Ernst adds. 
"Not only are we here to serve them, but we are also a place 
where some of the older veterans can gather and experience the 
camaraderie they felt back when they were also on active duty." 

-John Raughter 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Where to stay 
in Baltimore 



The following is a list of department assignments for 
hotels during the 97th National Convention in 
Baltimore from Aug. 28 to Sept. 3. Legionnaires 
planning to attend should contact their department 
adjutants about hotel accommodations. 

Days Inn Inner Harbor 

100 Hopkins Place 

Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Rhode Island 

Hilton 

401 W. Pratt St. 

Alaska, District of Columbia, France, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Mexico, Montana, Nebraska, Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
South Dakota, American Legion National Headquarters 

Marriott Inner Harbor 

110 S. Eutaw St. 

Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, 
North Dakota, Texas, Virginia 

Renaissance Harborplace 

202 E. Pratt St. 

California, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma 

Sheraton Inner Harbor 

300 S. Charles St. 

Colorado, Tennessee, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Sons of The 
American Legion 

Hyatt Regency 

300 Light St. 

Connecticut, Illinois, Nevada, Utah, American Legion 
Auxiliary National Headquarters, American Legion 
National Headquarters 

Baltimore Harbor 

101 W. Fayette St. 

Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, New Hampshire, Oregon, 
Vermont 

Marriott Waterfront 

700 Aliceanna St. 

Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, South 
Carolina, West Virginia 

Holiday Inn Inner Harbor 

301 W. Lombard St. 

Minnesota, New Mexico, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Washington 

Hampton Inn 

550 Washington Blvd. 

American Legion National Headquarters 


© www.legion.org/convention 




TRANSITION ASSISTANCE 

Legion, Military.com 
launch career search site 

The American Legion and its allies in veterans 
employment and entrepreneurship have launched a new 
Web platform to help those who served in uniform translate 
their military skills to job skills, find employment, start 
businesses and make successful transitions. 

Key features of the Legion's Veteran Employment Center 
page include: 

■ A Veteran Job Search tool, powered by Military.com, which 
helps veterans find current job listings near them. By 
entering a ZIP code, they can easily find job listings that fit 
their skill sets within a chosen distance from home. 

■ A series of 10 custom-produced videos to help veterans 
start and succeed in business. The series, "Veteran Video 
Guide: Starting and Growing a Business," is sponsored by 
ADP and provides guidance from successful veteran 
entrepreneurs, including members of the Legion's Small 
Business Task Force. 

■ A listing of Legion-sponsored or produced veterans career 
fairs nationwide, with links to registration sites. 

■ Links to important forms, sites and agency platforms that 
help veterans in the career search, including USAJobs.gov 
(the federal government's job-listing site), Department of 
Labor online tools to understand and calculate veterans 
preference points, and a VA Military Skills Translator. 

Additional information on the site includes resume¬ 
writing advice from top experts, a portal to Military.com's 
benefits platform and headlines about the Legion's 
advocacy on behalf of veterans seeking civilian careers. 

The platform is one among an expanding roster of new 
American Legion Web programs - with more to come - 
dedicated to helping veterans find the support, services and 
opportunities they seek. 

* www.legion.org/careers 
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RAPID FIRE 



"Lone Survivor" author 
and former Navy SEAL 
Marcus Luttrell, center, 
joined American Legion 
Executive Director Verna 
Jones and retired Maj. 
Gen. James "Spider" 
Marks in Phoenix for a 
panel discussion on 
m Hitary- to - civilian 

transitions. Photo by Lucas Carter 


TRANSITION ASSISTANCE 

Advice from SEAL and ‘Lone Survivor' author 


Marcus Luttrell was gravely wounded during a firefight in 
Afghanistan, one that took the lives of three of his fellow 
Navy SEALS and led to the deaths of eight Army Special 
Operations aviators and eight SEALs in a rescue attempt. 

But during an American Legion-moderated panel 
discussion in Phoenix during Super Bowl weekend, the 
"Lone Survivor" author said he doesn't want any thanks. 

"We do the things we do so that (civilians) don't have to 
worry about anything," Luttrell said. "Live your life. Love 
your kids. Go to work and enjoy the day... That's the reason 
we have the military. You don't owe me anything. You don't 
owe us anything." 

Luttrell joined retired Maj. Gen. James "Spider" Marks, 
former commanding general of the Army Intelligence 
Center and senior intelligence officer for the 2003 liberation 
of Iraq, and Verna Jones, executive director of the Legion's 
Washington office. 

The panel discussion had an audience of mostly college 
student veterans at the University of Phoenix's Apollo 
House, and focused on obstacles faced by those 
transitioning from the military to civilian world. Topics raised 
included VA health care, getting or continuing education, 
and navigating the job market. 

"It was very valuable," Jones said of the panel discussion. 
"(Marks) spent his life in the military, and Marcus - just the 
incredible things he had to go through to survive... that's 
exactly who we advocate for. To raise awareness of what 
veterans need and how veterans feel was very important." 

Jones gave an overview of American Legion programs 
that aid in the transition process, including the 
organization's participation in military and veteran career 
fairs, guidance for veterans seeking VA claims help and 
education benefits advocacy. 

Helping veterans further their education and find a 
successful career are Legion priorities, Jones said. "When 
you come out of the military you're a well-oiled machine. 
Veterans come in already ready. The American Legion 
believes that we need to continue to have those resources 


for veterans who want to go back to school and build a 
better quality of life" for themselves and their families "and 
then pay that forward." 

Luttrell admitted that separating from the military wasn't 
easy for him. 

"It's tough for everybody," he said. "My brother's dealing 
with it right now. You're used to doing something your 
entire life... having that routine every day. I missed it, to tell 
you the truth. My brother was still in, and I missed all my 
buddies. It took me a while to rotate out of that." 

Marks, who serves as executive dean of the University of 
Phoenix's College of Criminal Justice and Security and is a 
regular contributor to CNN, spent 34 years in the Army. 

Along the way, he built a number of strong relationships. 

"That's the thing that's most difficult to give up: the sense 
of purpose," he said. "It's very difficult to make that 
transition. How do you redefine yourself without routinely 
looking in the rearview mirror and trying to be what you 
were once? You've got to take what you were once and 
move forward." 

Marks added that it's important to ask how education is 
relevant and accessible, as well as where a veteran is in his or 
her life and how education relates to that. "Have an 
objective," he said. "Have a mission which has to do with a 
vocation. (You) want to have an education that's relevant, 
that (you) can touch and feel and understand that it's going 
to lead to a conclusion." 

Luttrell, who uses the VA health-care system, said that 
quality care is important - as is access to it. "The worst thing 
you can do is go home and not (seek care)," he said. "Most of 
us ... don't want to go in the hospital. I didn't want to accept 
the fact that I was slowing down. That's a hard pill to 
swallow for a lot of us." 

As for job searches, Luttrell believes that veterans don't 
want handouts or special treatment. "Give me a chance," he 
said. "That's all I need. I'll take it from (there). That's how we 
all think." 

- Steve Brooks 
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RAPID FIRE 


BY THE NUMBERS 



Job offers extended to 
veterans at the Department of 
New Jersey's Hiring Our 
Heroes job fair in Trenton, N.J., Jan. 21 


A A AAA Money raised 
^Q.yyy by Greece, N.Y., 
Post 468 to help 

a local Army reservist and father of four 
who had suffered a stroke 


A Veterans recruited into the 
J IQ Legion by Gold Brigade 

member Ken Teunissen of 
Sioux Falls, S.D., Post 15 in 2014 



FREE 

Korean War 

60th Anniversary Coin 


N ow you can preserve important 
history of the Korean War with a 
FREE U.S. Half-Dollar. 


Coin features the 38th Parallel - the line 
that divided a country. Imagine owning this 
60th anniversary commemorative coin - for just 
$2.95 shipping and guaranteed delivery. 


Just $2.95 shipping and 
guaranteed delivery. 


Send today and you’ll also receive special collector’s information and other 
interesting coins on approval. Limit one coin. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 


EAA Func ls raised 
^ |7,3UU for Special 
Olympics by 

Sons of The American Legion National 
Commander Mike Moss and members 
of Maryland's American Legion Family, 
who plunged into the chilly waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay in February to 
show their support for children and 
adults with intellectual disabilities 


FREE Korean War Coin 

sfYes! Send me the Korean War coin. Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit of one coin. 

Quick order at MysticAd.com/JJ119 


Name 


Address 


City/State/ Zip_ 

□ Check or money order □ Visa □ MasterCard 


NY State residents add sales tax. 


_| Exp. Date_/_ 

Send Payment to: Mystic Stamp Company, Dept. JJ119, 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 



Tap, 1 

njoy the adventure of retirement. 

Lunch with friends. A 3 p.m. tee time. Dinner 
with neighbors. An evening stroll. With senior 
living from the Good Samaritan Society, you 11 be 
able to cherish every minute of your busy schedule. 

Enjoy your retirement in a community that lets you 
be as active as you want to be. Because retirement 
doesn't mean life's adventures are over. It means 
they're just getting started. 

Connect with someone who can help 
you learn more about your options: 
call 1-888-603-7076 or 
visit www.good-sam.com/learnmore. 



f lE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

Good . 
Samaritan 

{ADD Societ y 8 

In Christ’s Love , Everyone 


>e, Everyone Is Someone. 


All faiths or beliefs are welcome. 14-G1794 





















RAPID FIRE 


ASK A SERVICE OFFICER 

What to know before 
a Legion VBC 

Q: How can I prepare 
for an American 
Legion Veterans 
Benefits Center? 

A: The American 
Legion's Veterans 
Benefits Centers (VBCs) 
help veterans enroll in 
VA health care, 
schedule VA medical 
appointments, file for 
VA disability and 
pension benefits, and more. Some veterans 
who attend VBCs are represented by 
accredited service officers, but many are not. 

If you are represented by a service officer, 
consult with him or her about documents and 
other evidence you need to take to the event. 

If you don't have representation, the VBC will 
provide that for you, or you can find an 
American Legion service officer in your area. 

If you are seeking veterans benefits, have a 
plan for what you want, be able to provide 
evidence that supports your position, and 
have a clear understanding of the status of 
your issue. If you have never filed a benefits 
claim, you will need your DD-214 or other 
discharge document, depending on your 
period of service. You may also need 
marriage, birth and death certificates and 
other official documentation, depending on 
the type of action you plan to undertake 
while at the event. 

Several American Legion departments - 
including North Carolina, Michigan and 
Arizona - are conducting their own VBCs. 
North Carolina has conducted a few Veterans 
Benefits Action Centers, assisting nearly 1,300 
veterans with adjudicative action on claims, 
appeals and other health-care concerns. 

Veterans need help, and they need to know 
they are respected. The Legion is leading the 
charge to see that veterans are treated with 
the esteem they deserve. 

Find an American Legion service officer in 
your state: 

* www.legion.org/serviceofficers 

Do you have a question for Department of North 
Carolina Service Office Cajun Comeau about the 
claims process or veterans benefits in general? 
Send it to askso@legion.org. 



Cajun Comeau 

Department Service 
Officer, North Carolina 



Post 71, Cabot, Ark. 


The first home of Criswell-Robinson Post 71 in Cabot, Ark., was a 
stone War Memorial Hut, built for the post and its VFW counterpart as 
a Works Progress Administration project in 1933 and 1934. The building 
had a stone marker identifying the occupants, and though the hut 
later burned down, the marker was saved and is now on display at 
Cabot's Veterans Monument. 


Share your post's legacy 

Upload photos, stories and videos of your post's history on the 
Legion's Centennial Celebration site. 

© www.iegion.org/centenniai 


VERBATIM 

VA cannot afford to be run as an entity 
reactive to one crisis after another. 

The American Legion, in written testimony submitted for a Feb. 11 
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs hearing that examined VA's 2016 
budget needs. The Legion supports legislation that would require the 
VA secretary to conduct quadrennial reviews of the department's 
strategy for meeting its commitment to veterans. 


MYGI BILL 


EDUCATION 


rrl 

L ril 


College Fund ‘kickers’ 


VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 


Q: When I enlisted in the Army, my recruiter said that 
I would be eligible for the College Fund "kicker"! am 
attending college and noticed that I have not received 
it. How do I receive the College Fund? 

Al An individual's branch of service may offer the 
College Fund (also known as a "kicker") as part of 
an enlistment or re-enlistment contract, or for other reasons it 
determines. The College Fund is an additional amount of money that 
increases an individual's basic monthly benefit and is included in his or 
her VA payment. 

Each service branch, not VA, determines who receives the College 
Fund and the amount received. It may be necessary to send VA a copy 
of your College Fund contract to ensure the correct amount is added 
to your monthly benefit; this information is typically found within an 
enlistment contract. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion 
Post27in Arizona, askvalerie@legion.org 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALITY CLIPPERS! 

Keep nails in salon condition with these unique 
ultra-sharp EZ grip clippers. Won’t slip ‘n slide 
like ordinary clippers, preventing accidental 
nicks. Exclusive dual finger loop design is the se¬ 
cret. Crafted of durable chromed steel to last 
& last. Toenail clipper is 4W L & the Fingernail 
clipper is 3” L; both have precision sharp cutting 
edges. Hurry, order today and Shipping & Han¬ 
dling is FREE when ordering 2 or more! 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


EZ Grip Nail Clippers 

#82472 Toenail Clipper(s) @ $6.99 ea. 

$ 

#96865 Fingernail Clipper(s) @ $4.99 ea. 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax 

$ 

Add $3.95 Regular Shipping and Handling 1st item 
FREE Shipping & Handling when buying 2 or more 

$ 

I-. . FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

Y Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. ___ _, 

Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 


Card# 

Exp. Date 

/ 


70734 


1 1 1 1 1 











l! 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City ST_Zip 

Daytime Phone # 


Email Address 


DreamProducts.com may vary) OR To" 1-800-530-2689 


All Night Relief From 

SNORING, SLEEP APNEA & ALLERGIES 



Non-Stop Relief! Works For As Long As You Wear It! 


Sleep Better — Breathe Easier! 

Snoring can be a nightmare for those trying 
to sleep in the same room with you and 
chronic snoring can cause a multitude of 
health problems - from stroke to heart attack. 
Sleep EZ is a specially designed mouthpiece 
that gives you night after night of peaceful, 
snoreless sleep by gently keeping the nasal 
passages open while you rest. Completely 
reusable nasal dilator comes with handy carry 
case. One size fits all. 

RECEIVE A FREE SURPRISE GIFT 

WITH EVERY ORDER 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



Sleep EZ 

#82440 Sleep EZ(s) @$12.99ea. 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax 

$ 

FREE Regular Shipping 

$ FREE 

Add $2.00 Handling no matter how many ordered 

$ 2.00 

|- k ^ FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

_1 K Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


□ VISA 
Card# 


□ MasterCard 


□ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 


X 


Dept. 

70735 


Address _ 

City _ST_Zip 

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address_ 





































































































RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 




USAA® 


Quirky laws could reduce your retirement benefits 





J .J. MONTANARO 


Social Security is a question mark. 
Will it be there when you need and 
expect it? Maybe not. 

And I'm not saying that in the 
context of the financial strength of 
the program. Instead, I'm thinking 
about a couple of key Social Security 
laws that could take a bite out of your 
benefits: the Windfall Elimination 
Provision and Government Pension Offset. 

A couple of months ago I used this space to discuss Social 
Security earnings statements. The topic generated a lot 
more feedback than I expected. Most of the questions 
I received weren't about the statement itself, but instead 
touched on those two rules. 

Let's take a closer look: 

■ Windfall Elimination Provision This rule affects the 
Social Security retirement and disability benefits of people 
who receive pensions from work for which they didn't pay 
Social Security taxes. Federal workers under the old Civil 
Service Retirement System and workers in some public 
school systems are prime examples. In these cases, the 
Social Security Administration could modify your benefit 
calculation, resulting in a smaller payout. You can read the 
details of how it's done on the Social Security website. 


www.ssa.gov. On the positive side, if you have 30 years of 
what are called substantial earnings, the rule won't affect 
your Social Security. If you've got at least 20, the impact is 
lessened. 

■ Government Pension Offset This rule also targets 
recipients of non-covered pensions, but it affects benefits 
you might receive based on your spouse's earnings record. It 
reduces or eliminates the benefits you receive as a spouse, 
widow or widower - cutting them by two-thirds of the 
amount of your non-covered pension. For example, a $1,000 
pension from a job in which you didn't pay into Social 
Security would reduce any benefits you receive as a spouse 
by $667. This could be a game changer if your survivor 
income plan relies heavily on Social Security benefits that 
might not be available. 

If you or your spouse might be affected by these quirky 
rules, it pays to know and plan for it. Visit www.ssa.gov for 
more information. 

After all, you don't want a question mark hanging over 
your retirement plan. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 

© www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


VERBATIM 


ONLINE 


The Pledge of Allegiance, in this 
historical context, is not to be viewed, 
and has never been viewed, 
as a religious exercise. 

New Jersey State Superior Court Judge David Bauman, 

ruling that saying "under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance at 
Matawan-Aberdeen schools is not a violation of the state's 
constitution. The American Legion filed a friend-of-the-court brief 
supporting that position, arguing that participation in the pledge 
"is completely voluntary, and as the statute makes undeniably clear, 
any student who has any 'conscientious scruples' 
may decline to recite the pledge." 



Honor & 
Remembrance 
e-newsletter debuts 

The American Legion now offers a free 
monthly e-newsletter featuring news stories, 
personal memories, videos and photo galleries 
that pay tribute to the millions of Americans who 
have served in uniform, from World War I 
through operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Stories come mainly from readers. 

To subscribe to the Honor & Remembrance 
e-newsletter or any of the Legion's other 
e-newsletters, go to www.legion.org/ 
newsletters. 

To share a story about your family's military 
legacy, your own service, a post or community 
memorial, or other item related to honor and 
remembrance, visit www.legiontown.org. 
Submissions can also be mailed to Honor & 
Remembrance, c/o The American Legion, 700 N. 
Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, IN 46204. 













Perfect Choice HD™ is simple to use , hard to see and easy to afford ... 


Invention of the Year 


PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCTS (PSAPs) 


THEY’RE NOT HEARING 



Perfect Choice HD is 
NOT a hearing aid. It 
is a Personal Sound 
Amplification Product 
(PSAP). Hearing aids 
can only be sold by an 
audiologist or a licensed 
hearing instrument 
specialist following 
hearing tests and fitting 
appointments. Once the 
audiologist had you tested 
and fitted, you would have 
to pay as much as $5000 
for the product. 

Personal Sound 
Amplification Products 
use advanced digital 
processing to amplify 
the frequencies of human 
speech. Thanks to the 
efforts of a doctor who 
leads a renowned hearing 
institute, this product 
is manufactured in an 
efficient production 
process that enables us 
to make it available at 
an affordable price. 

The unit is small and 
lightweight enough to 
hide behind your ear... 


NEW 

Now with more 
power and 
clarity! 


Virtually 
impossible 
to see. 


WEIGHT 

Less than 1 ounce 

SOUND QUALITY 

Excellent: Optimized for speech 

FITTING REQUIRED? 

No 

ONE-ON-ONE SETUP 

Free 

RETURN POLICY 

60 Days 


AIDS 

only you’ll know you have 
it on. Its comfortable and 
wont make you feel like 
you have something stuck 
in your ear. It provides 
high quality audio so 
soft sounds and distant 
conversations will be 
easier to understand. 

Try it for yourself with 
our exclusive home trial. 
Some people need hearing 
aids but many just want 
the extra boost in volume 
that a PSAP gives them. 

We want you to be happy 
with Perfect Choice HD, 
so we are offering to let 
you try it for yourself. 

If you are not totally 
satisfied with this product, 
simply return it within 
60 days for a refund of 
the full product purchase 
price. Don’t wait... don’t 
miss out on another 
conversation... call now! 

Perfect 
Choice HD" 

Call toll free now for 
the lowest price ever. 

1 -888-581 -4924 

Please mention promotional 
code 491 64. 

1998 Ruffin Mill Road, 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 

Perfect Choice HD is not a hearing aid. If you ^ 
believe you need a hearing aid, please consult a 5 
physician. Not available in the state of Washington. 








COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

3rd & 4th Air Cmdo Sqdns, San Antonio, 9/9-13, 
Junior Skinner, (706) 636-6375, juniorskinner@ 
spookyac47gunship.com; 6th BG (Tinian, 
1944 - 1945 ), Portland, OR, 9/9-13, Glenda Richards, 
(951) 233-4516, grr41797@msn.com; 13th AF, New 
Orleans, 9/16-19, William Smith, (315) 525-8765, 
wmchsm12@roadrunner.com; 47th A&E Sqdn, 
Dayton, OH, 10/8-11, Alex Sallustio, (618) 599-0365, 
alex3315@bspeedy.com; 98th Bomb Grp/Wing 
Vets Assn, Dayton, OH, 8/24-28, Dennis Posey, (770) 
509-7734, dennis_posey@att.net; 502nd Tact Cntl 
Grp (Korea), 605th, 606th, 607th & 608th AC&W 
Sqdns, Dayton, OH, 5/30-6/3, Bill Aylward, (703) 715- 
0880, waylward1@verizon.net; 504th BG (Tinian, 
1945), New Orleans, 9/23-27, Frank Cacich, (612) 396- 
7949, frank.cacich@frontiernet.net; 689th AFS & 
14th MWS (Mount Hebo, OR), Tillamook, OR, 9/19- 
20, Ron Watson, (541) 992-3575, ron216@hotmail. 
com; 6994th Sec Sqdn, Gettysburg, PA, 8/13-16, 

Bob Hull, (740) 924-5261; Air Crew Life Support/Fit 
Equip, Las Vegas, 9/21 -24, Bob McElwain, (207) 228- 
3350, bob.mcelwain@charter.net; F-106 All Trps, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/7-11, Bob Kwiecinski, (772) 
571-6056, bobski9933@aol.com; Nuclear Wpns 
Tech Assn, Albuquerque, NM, 9/24-26, Robert Welz, 
(502) 645-3181, rwelz@aye.net; Project Speckled 
Trout, Fairborn, OH, 7/17-19, Bobbie Williams, (202) 
450-0606, sewgranny1@gmail.com; Society of AF 
Nurses, Portland, OR, 8/20-24, Peter Jefferson, (815) 
867-7703, pjcj@rocketmail.com; Travis AFB C-141A 
Crew & Sqdn Staff, Vacaville, CA, 6/20, Jack Pledger, 
(520) 705-0658, jpledgerafrete9@gmail.com; 
Washington ADS, 33rd & 20th Air Divs (Fort Lee 
AFS), Colonial Heights, VA, 9/18-20, Robert Dilworth, 
(804) 861-1203, rdilworth@comcast.net; Wheelus 
AB Ex-Servicemen & Women (1945-1970), San 
Antonio, 5/14-16, Judy Moore, (276) 728-5391, 
jmmoore919@aol.com 

_ARMY_ 

1st Armd Div Assn (1941-2015), Tampa, FL, 8/18-22, 
JoeSachen, (310) 990-8811, docschen@gmail.com; 
3rd Admin 3rd Inf Div, Dallas, 4/23-27, Gerald 
Campos, (410) 519-4369, gsdcampos@verizon.net; 
3rd Sqdn 5th Cav "Black Knights," Fredericksburg, 
VA, 9/23-27, Richard Wandoff, (561) 747-2282, 
rwandoff@bellsouth.net; 4th Inf Div A Co 2nd Bn 
8th Inf, Rockville, MD, 6/16-19, Pamela Petersen, 

(320) 267-9893, pamelapetersen@tds.net; 8th TAB 
25th Arty II Field Force, Branson, MO, 11/6-10, 
Robert Herschbach, (573) 547-4833, hershy1947@ 
yahoo.com; 9th & 10th (Horse) Cav Assn, Atlanta, 
7/27-8/1, Harold Cole, (770) 732-1765, edwinacole4@ 
aol.com; 12th Armd Div, Omaha, NE, 7/22-26, John 
Grehbl, (402) 677-2310, grebls@yahoo.com; 23rd Inf 
2nd "Indianhead" Div (Korean War), Pueblo, CO, 
9/1-5, James Coulos, (630) 232-2042, jgbron@stny. 
rr.com; 42nd FA Rgt (All Bns), San Antonio, 9/17-20, 
Vic Ortiz, (830) 538-3687, vmortizjr@sbcglobal.net 
46th Eng Bn, Branson, MO, 9/2-6, Marge Marcum, 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


(360) 732-0130, marcum234@yahoo.com; 70th 
Eng Bn Cbt, Branson, MO, 6/5-7, Roger Rock, (775) 
623-1029,70engrs@gmail.com; 71st Inf Div (France 
& Germany, 1945), Virginia Beach, VA, 9/15-19, 
William Jucksch, (757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail. 
com; 76th Eng Const Bn, Lebanon, TN, 4/23-25, 

E.P. "Zeke" Gandara, (402) 440-9609, zekmil@ymail. 
com; 94th Inf Div Hist Society, Norfolk, VA, 6/17-21, 
John Clyburn, (908) 781-1406,94thhistsociety@ 
comcast.net; 192nd AHC & Attached Units, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/10-12, Edward Michaud, 

(203) 377-7920, emich192@yahoo.com; 249th 
Eng Bn Assn (1943-2015), Louisville, KY, 9/17-19, 
Robin Wandell, (660) 815-1166, firewoodfriends@ 
hotmail.com; 328th Radio Research Co - 408th, 
415th, 601st & 328th Radio Research Units 
(Vietnam), Milwaukee, 9/16-19, Thomas Heiser, 

(715) 423-3914, tsheiser@wctc.net; 585th Eng Co 
(Vietnam), Phoenix, 10/23-26, Ken Seymour, (352) 
527-3200, eagle585@tampabay.rr.com; 589th Eng 
Bn Assn (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/10-13, John 
Miller, (863) 858-8091, jmiller@589thengineers.com; 
766th CIC Det (Paris, 1955-1960), Paris, 7/3-5, Art 
Fell, arterifell@aol.com; 809th Eng Bn & 561st Co 
(Thailand), Windsor, CO, 9/4-6, Steve Tintes, (970) 
566-5603, pmeuwi@msn.com; 815th Eng Bn, Fort 
Leonard Wood, MO, 5/13-15, Frank Sheeman, (512) 
633-3864, frank@sheeman.com; A Co 1 st/501 st 
101st Abn Div, Washington, 6/10-14, Barry 
Gregorich, (724) 234-9317, barrygregorich@yahoo. 
com; A Co & HQ QM Bn 4th Armd Div (Germany, 
1957-1960), Pigeon Forge, TN, 6/14-17, Lloyd Harfst, 
(636) 742-2071, mlharfst@charter.net; "Big Red One" 
HQ 1st Inf Div (LRRP), F Co 52nd Inf (LRP) & I Co 
75th Rangers, Sparks, NV, 6/17-20, Dave Hill, (775) 
315-5695, lurp268@yahoo.com; Delta Co 1/12 Inf 
"Red Warriors" 4th Inf Div (Vietnam, 1966-1970), 
St. Louis, 6/12-13, Steve Hubbard, (660) 679-7619; 
Merrill's Marauders & Descendants, Westlake, TX, 
9/2-6, Joni Newman, (937) 423-1294, mmpdvices@ 
gmail.com; OV-1 Mohawk, San Diego, 10/1-3, John 
Bosch, (949) 290-2748, jbcrete2@cox.net; Saumur, 
France, Sig Depot, San Antonio, 6/7-11, Richard 
Miller, (949) 770-2543, rkggmiller@hotmail.com; 
Society of Fifth Div, Green Tree, PA, 9/10-14, Wayne 
Cumer, (724) 622-6564, wcumer371@verizon.net 

_COAST GUARD_ 

Campbell WOG 32/WMEC 909, Virginia Beach, VA, 
5/4-8, Bob Dell, (610) 222-4645, rbard1@verizon. 
net; Lightship Sailors, New London, CT, 10/19-21, 

Bill Quigley, (603) 966-869, wanderingmanitook1@ 
aol.com; Sherman WHEC 720, Portland, ME, 6/7-11, 
Richard Ames, (410) 760-6123, richard.m.ames@ 
verizon.net; Wakefield AP 21 (WWII), Hagerstown, 
MD, 6/19-21, John Hanisak, (412) 973-7316, 
sueknauss@msn.com 


JOINT 


2nd Recon Bn 2nd Mar Div (All Eras), Knoxville, 
TN, 6/25-28, Bob Moody, (443) 375-7562, 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa¬ 
tion on howto publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


www.2dreconbn.org; 667th, 932nd, 933rd & 934th 
AC&W (All Yrs), Dayton, OH, 6/8-11, William Chick, 
(803) 422-9486, littlechick@msn.com; Edisto, Reston, 
VA, 4/23-27, Glenn Smith, (321) 269-5637, ussedisto@ 
cfl.rr.com; IwoJima LPH 2/LHD 7, Hampton, 

VA, 9/13-16, Robert McAnally, (757) 723-0317, 
yujack46709@gmail.com; Moroccan Reunion - All 
Branches, Govt & Civ Workers, Branson, MO, 

9/9-13, Robert Sieborg, (402) 496-1498; NAS Sanford 
(All Units & Sqdns, 1942-1968), Sanford, FL, 
6/25-28, Ralph Feeback, (407) 302-2252, Ranger CV/ 
CVA 61 (Crew, Sqdns, Mar Det & TADs), San Mateo, 
CA, 9/3-6, George Meoli, (203) 453-4279, uss.ranger@ 
yahoo.com; Thailand-Laos-Cambodia, Boston, 
9/10-13, John Sweet, (603) 770-5826, aircommando@ 
comcast.net; Udorn RTAFB (All Branches, Air 
America, CAT, FAC, Thai Mil, Govt & Civ Workers, 
Relatives, 1961 -1976), Weatherford, TX, 7/10-13, 
Jerry Long, (817) 594-4623, jclhydsr71bafb@gmail. 
com; Vietnam Vets 25th Reunion, Boonville, NY, 
6/18-21, Ken Bundy, (315) 942-4644, boonvillewall.@ 
gmail.com 

MARINES 

1st Bn 3rd Mar (All Eras), Orlando, FL, 8/11-16, 
Richard Cleary, (520) 487-0327, clearyrp@msn. 
com; 2nd Bn 4th Mar "Magnificent Bastards" 

(All Eras), Quantico, VA, 7/23-25, Jim Rogers, (703) 
887-6238, jwr@verizon.net; ANGLICO Assn, San 
Antonio, 11/6-8, Joe Luque, (661) 725-3415, jlluque@ 
sbcglobal.net, Delta Co 1st Bn 7th Rgt 1st Mar 
Div (Vietnam), Reno, NV, 9/24-27, Bob Divine, (260) 
668-9133, bwdivine@gmail.com; F Co 2nd Bn 7th 
Mar Utter's Bn (1965-1966), Fredericksburg, VA, 
5/18-22, Bob Gallaher, (615) 360-7927, gal2001@ 
comcast.net; M-4-12th Mar & 3rd 155 Howitzer 
Btry, Branson, MO, 9/13-17, Gordon Niska, (770) 
856-1542, sniska@windstream.net; Mar Corps 
Weather Service (METOC), Savannah, GA, 5/31-6/4, 
Dave Englert, (812) 630-2099, englertd@psci.net; 
Montford Point Marines, Mobile, AL, 8/12-16, 
Rodney Lee, (251) 776-2424, geeterj@yahoo.com; 

Pit 342 (Parris Island, SC, Sept 1965), Parris Island, 
SC, 9/1-30, Chick Harmon, (702) 335-1304, chick- 
ster48@live.com; Talbot County LST1153, Mount 
Pleasant, SC, 9/21-25, Milevoy Kotay, (717) 273-6389, 
janmel22comcast.net; Tankers and Ontos, 
Washington, 10/28-11/2, John Wear, (215) 794-9052, 
johnwear@yahoo.com; US Seagoing Marines Assn, 
Long Beach, CA, 9/22-27, Charlie Sanford, (520) 
825-5400, csan592864@aol.com; VMFP-3, Las Vegas, 
11/6-9, Louis Davis, (951) 295-1201, lou_davis@msn. 
com 

_NAVY_ 

Air Anti-Sub Sqdn 21, San Diego, 9/27-10/1, Jeff 
Weisel, (760) 612-4376, jsweisel@yahoo.com; Akutan 
AE 13, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Algol AKA 54, 
Kansas City, MO, 9/16-20, Michael Lane, (240) 
298-7219; Antietam CV/CVA/CVS 36, Boise, ID, 
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9/16-20, L. Ray Young, (417) 357-1931, lyonel.young@ 
cox.net; Arctic AOE 8, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt 
Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; 
Atka AGB 3, Kenner, LA, 4/16-19, Carl Brown, (616) 
308-4846, browncarlione@aol.com; Aucilla AO 56, 
Melbourne, FL, 4/20-24, Anthony Flynn, (386) 

671-1988, tyga141@aol.com; Avn Boatswain's Mates 
Assn, Portsmouth, VA, 8/10-14, Doug Thornton, (619) 
578-1523, thunderdjt@gmail.com; Beale DD/DDE 471, 
Atlantic City, NJ, 9/27-30, Thomas Quigley, (908) 
514-0684, kquigley6@comcast.net; Bearss DD 654, 
Providence, Rl, 10/11-15, Charles McCon, (225) 
698-6585, charlesmccon@eatel.net; Benner DD/DDR 
807, San Antonio, 9/9-13, Mike Mace, (503) 255-2367, 
ntwebennerc@gmail.com; Butte AE 27, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Camden AOE 2, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail. 
com; Camp DER 251, Groton, CT, 9/13-16, Gail 
Sweeden, (865) 482-7981, gsweeden@att.net; 
Canisteo AO 99, Plymouth, MA, 8/25-27, Paul Chapin, 
(978) 467-6120, cplumirish@aol.com; Chara AE 31, 
Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Charles P. Cecil DD/DDR 
835, Portland/Bath, ME, 9/13-19, Greg Wells, (405) 
365-1926, glw513@yahoo.com; Cimarron AO 22, 
Pensacola, AZ, 10/1-4, John Wilkinson, (319) 361-5120, 
wilkjohn2@msn.com; Colonial LSD 18, Norfolk, VA, 
9/14-19, Loren Kerby, (816) 858-3158, kerbyplatte@aol. 
com; Current ARS 22, Branson, MO, 9/2-6, Jerry 
Spickler, (317) 908-6886, usscurrent@aol.com; 

Damato DD 871, Seattle, 9/9-14, Bobby Hyman, (253) 
222-1952, toolmantwo@comcast.net; Decatur, 
Branson, MO, 9/10-14, Jerry Hihn, (573) 230-2232, 
bananaboy@embarqmail.com; Detroit AOE 4, 

Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Diamondhead AE 19, 
Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Dyess DD/DDR 880, 
Baltimore, 10/7-10, Ken Moore, (904) 794-5781, 


kmooresr880@gmail.com; Enoree AO/TAO 69, Lisle, 

IL, 9/30-10/4, Gaye Cline-Schooler, (336) 751-2777, 
sas1979@yadtel.net; Everett F. Larson DD 830, 
Jacksonville, FL, 10/7-11, Ellis Warmkessel, (352) 
232-7655, erwarmkessel@aol.com; Finch DE/WDE/ 
DER 328, Norfolk, VA, 10/12-15, Bob Bumbulucz, (704) 
882-0570, rbumbulucz@gmail.com; Firedrake AE 14, 
Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Flint AE 32, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; FloydB. Parks DD 884, Minneapolis, 
9/14-21, Jim Smith, (218) 224-3581, jwsmith@ 
paulbunyan.net; Furse DD/DDR 882, Savannah, GA, 
10/14-18, Martin Wuenscher, (314) 739-4833, 
mwuenscher@sbcglobal.net; Grand Canyon AD/AR 
28, Harrisburg, PA, 9/14-17, wilson Chamberlin, (843) 
504-8771, wtchamberlin@aol.com; GreatSitkin AE 17, 
Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Guam LPH 9, Buffalo, NY, 
9/14-20, John Coburn, (941) 249-8993, jcochise13@ 
comcast.net; Haleakala AE 25, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail. 
com; Hank DD 702, Norfolk, VA, 9/16-20, Howard 
Conner, (302) 328-7278, charlie324@verizon.net; 
Hanson DD/DDR 832, Albuquerque, NM, 9/17-19, 
Jerry Mathews, (360) 262-9501; Haverfield DER 393, 
Las Vegas, 9/13-17, Jerry Cvetkovic, (702) 564-3131, 
jcvetkovic@aol.com; Haynsworth DD 700, Niagara 
Falls, NY, 9/16-20, Jim Horn, (717) 263-8090, 
haynsworth@comcast.net; Helena CL 50/CA 75/SSN 
725, Quincy, MA, 9/14-17, James McNamee, (503) 
981-0873, james1602@q.com; Henry B. Wilson DDG 7, 
San Diego, 9/30-10/4, Dan Marks, (520) 841-3272, 
pemarks@ddg7.com; Hoel DDG 13, Baltimore, 10/9-11, 
David Perez, (732) 232-1330, perez621@msn.com; 
Hornet CV 8 & CV/CVA/CVS 12, Lexington, KY, 9/9-13, 
Sandy & Carl Burket, (814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol. 
com; Houston CL 81, Green Bay, Wl, 8/18-23, Barbara 
Hillebrand, (608) 424-6095, bhillebrand@charter.net; 
Ingersoll DD 652/990, Tucson, AZ, 10/8-11, Neal 


Big 60% Savings! 


U.S. 1976 Bicentennial 
Proof Set, As Low As $9.95 



Get a low introductory price on this 
milestone 6-coin 1776-1976 U.S. 
proof set. Its “Drummer Boy” quarter, 
“Independence Hall” half dollar and 
“Liberty Bell/Moon” dollar carried the 
first commemorative coin engravings 
in U.S. proof sets. Deep-struck, 
frosted engravings and dazzling mirror 
backgrounds. Custom U.S. Mint case. 
Reg. $25. $10.95 (#44417). 3 for 
$29.85 ($9.95 each). 30-Day No-Risk 
Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. NO CLUBS TO JOIN; 

NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5511 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.com/n5511 




World's 1-Self-Feeding 
Chipper for Homeo 


NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


The NEW DR® LeafVacuum is 

designed from the top down to 
make yard clean up easier, 
faster,and more thorough than 
ever before. And for a limited 
time we are offering them at incredible low 
introductory prices! 


DR® Rapid-Feed™ Chippers 

devour branches up to 5 -V 2 " thick! 

• Oversized, vertical hopper self-feeds most 
branches to save you time and energy. 

• Top-discharging for easily depositing chips 
into a truck, trailer, or into the woods. 


NEW 

Models 


Starting at 

$ 1,299 9 


Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 
Stores Flat in Minutes 


• 3X faster than ordinary chippers, thanks 
to powerful engines and massive, energy¬ 
boosting flywheels. 


Converts to a Utility Trailer 


3-POINT HITCH MODEL AVAILABLE! 



Turn Your Rough 
Driveway into a 
Smooth Ride! 


DR® POWER GRADER 

• Tows behind your ATV or Riding Mower 
to remove ruts, potholes, and washboard. 

• Adjusts wirelessly from your towing vehicle 
so there are no control cables to snag. 

• Saves you money by loosening and 
redistributing existing driveway material. 


87022X © 2015 



SHIPPING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. 



6 MONTH HOME TRIAL 


Buy any DR® product and use it at your 
home for 6 months. If you’re not 100% 
satisfied, we’ll take it back. No questions 
asked. CALL FOR DETAILS. 


87023X © 2015 


DRpowergrader.com 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


TOLL 

FREE 


800 - 795-2651 



































COMRADES 


Overman, (575) 574-7921, sw.nm.horseman@gmail. 
com; Ingraham, Providence, Rl, 10/7-11, Gregory 
Miller, (814) 695-3246, gmamflyer@verizon.net; Iowa 
BB 61, Long Beach, CA, 8/11-15, Bill Humienny, (718) 
745-4502, shipbb61@aol.com; John R. Craig DD 885, 
Atlanta, 9/16-20, Jerry Chwalek, (734) 525-1469, 
jermail@ameritech.net; Kilauea AE 26, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Kitmai IKE 16, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail. 
com; Klondike AD/AR 22, Peabody, IL, 9/11-14, 
Dennis Case, (309) 299-0275, dennislcase@comcast. 
net; L.Y. Spear IKS 36, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/9-13, 
Patty Kelso, (913) 677-1837, pattykelso@usslyspear. 
org; Lassen AE 3, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Laws 
DD 558, Indianapolis, 10/8-11, Gene Farmer, (913) 
294-4244, digefarmer@cebridge.net; Leary DD 879, 
Charleston, SC, 9/16-20, Alfred Redden, (308) 
530-1284, alshr@allophone.com; Lexington CV16, 
Baton Rouge, LA, 9/27-10/1, Bob DiMonte, (850) 
492-3483, bobdimo@cox.net; Lloyd Thomas DD/ 
DDE 764, Cleveland, OH, 9/28-10/2, Scott Sheffer, 
(814) 797-5458, lloydthomas@atlanticbb.net; Massey 
DD 778, Nashville, TN, 10/1-4, Phillip Smith, (570) 
788-3305, smitty778@epix.net; Mauna Kea AE 22, 

St. Augustine, FL, 9/10-12, David Cannon, (678) 
583-1670, dcannon604@charter.net; Mauna Kea AE 
22, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Mauna Loa 
AE 8, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Mazama AE 
9, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; MCB/NMCB 7, Los 
Angeles, 9/17-20, Dennis Blaisdell, (419) 867-9371, 
mcb7ra@yahoo.com; Montague AKA 98, Galena, IL, 
9/27-30, F.C. "Fred" Machado, (559) 266-2978, fcm@ 
unwiredbb.com; Mount Baker IKE 4/34, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Mount Hood AE 11/29, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Mount Kiska IKE 35, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Mount McKinley IKGC 7, Milwaukee, 
9/16-20, Dave Long, (440) 292-7839, davidlong1944@ 
msn.com; NAS Bermuda, Pensacola, FL, 9/20-24, Jim 
Fitzpatrick, (727) 942-7383, j.f.fitzpatrick@att.net; 
Navarro APA 215, Nashville, TN, 10/7-10, Donald 
Bush, (256) 413-7295, drbushrbc@comcast.net; 
Neches AO 47, Rochester, NY, 9/8-12, Johnny Hanlon, 
(918) 760-7371, johnnyhanlon@cox.net; New Jersey 
BB 32, Portland, OR, 8/19-25, Ernest Dalton, (210) 
275-7886, ps159@sbcglobal.net; Nitro AE 2/23, 
Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Noa DD 343/D 841, 
Nashville, TN, 4/29-5/3, Bob & Karen Barrie, (727) 
289-6534, kmleone@snet.net; Noxubee, 

Washington, 9/27-30, Dick Barber, (706) 540-3494, 
dicbarber@aol.com; Okanogan APA 220, San 
Antonio, 9/13-17, Dave Meierhoff, (620) 340-7406, 
damcsm@gmail.com; Paricutin AE 18, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Patrick Henry SSN/SSBN 599, Mystic, 
CT, 6/11 -13, Tom Russell, (860) 536-7733, phaacom@ 
gmail.com; Patrol Sqdn 48, San Antonio, 9/30-10/3, 
James Chambers, (817) 304-3377, jimd@hughes.net; 
Prichett DD 561, Boise, ID, 9/22-26, John Benoit, 

(337) 234-6823, johnbost561@yahoo.com; Pyro AE 
1/24, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Pyro AE 24, 
Branson, MO, 5/13-17, Bill Hogan, (434) 547-8387, 
bhogan@kinex.net; Rainier IKE 5, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Randolph CV/CVA/CVS 15, 
Washington, 9/20-27, Earl Cline, (352) 666-4519, 
earltcline@yahoo.com; Rasher SS/SSR/AGSS 269, 
Philadelphia, 9/9-14, Richard Moore, (804) 815-0730, 
drifterpilot@cox.net; Richards. Edwards DD 950, 
Branson, MO, 6/8-12, Rusty Howell, (713) 817-9111, 
bullcs3@hotmail.com; Robison DDG 12, 

Philadephia, 9/9-12, Dennis Dillon, (814) 236-3726, 
ddillon48@verizon.net; Sacramento AOE 1, Dayton, 
OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Salisbury Sound AV13, 
Washington, 9/24-28, Marian Bruce, (505) 293-3841, 
brubru@comcast.net; Sam Rayburn SSBN 635, St. 


Marys, GA, 10/11-15, Dalton Duncan, (407) 766-6060, 
aduncan559@aol.com; SangayAE 10, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Santa Barbara AE 28, Dayton, OH, 
9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Satyr ARL 23, Pensacola, FL, 6/4-8, 
Charles Massey, (410) 883-3361, ctbwonder@verizon. 
net; Seattle AOE 3, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt 
Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; 
Shangri La CV/CVA/CVS 38, Charleston, SC, 
5/27-6/1, Gary Clark, (814) 587-2122, gndclark@ 
hotmail.com; Shasta AE 6/33, Dayton, OH, 

9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@ 
hotmail.com; Skagit AKA 105, Colorado Springs, 

CO, 9/30-10/3, John Edward Luttrell, (214) 729-2105, 
jeluttrell1@yahoo.com; Somers DD 381/947 & DDG 
34, New Orleans, 6/14-18, Bob Plante, (315) 

668-0332, somersdd947@gmail.com; Sproston DD/ 
DDE 577, Galveston, TX, 10/7-11, Ralph Hanson, (832) 
661-1604, sigs63@comcast.net; Sterett Assn, 
Tacoma, WA, 9/17-20, Steve Hayes, (228) 392-6742, 
shayes@cableone.net; Stoddard, Albuquerque, NM, 
9/2-5, Herby Anaya, (575) 361-0333, jonav@bajabb. 
com; Supply AOE 6, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt 
Julsen, (907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; 
SuribachiAE 21, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Talbot 
County LST 1153, Mount Pleasant, SC, 9/21-25, 
Dennis Walker, (352) 753-8260, denw117@aol.com; 
Telfair AJPA 210, St. Petersburg, FL, 9/28-10/2, John 
Tonyes, (863) 640-3885, flfox1@juno.com; 
Thomaston LSD 28, Omaha, NE, 9/17-19, John 
Rumer, (352) 382-0246, jrumer@tampabay.rr.com; 
Ticonderoga CV/CVA/CVS 14 & CG 47, Minneapolis, 
5/13-18, John DuPont, (952) 474-4731, jdupont@ 
sssalesinc.com; Tin Can Sailors, Warwick, Rl, 

8/23-27, Terry Miller, (800) 223-5535, 
nationalreunion@destroyers.org; Tolovana AO 64, 
Long Beach, CA, 9/21-25, Joe Moore, (714) 892-8025, 
joemoore2009@yahoo.com; Topeka CLG 8, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/16-20, Dan Moore, (574) 
295-5156, dan56619@aol.com; Valcour AVP 55/AGF 
1, Mobile, AL, 10/7-11, Don Cloud, (843) 552-9992, 
dwcloudsr@gmail.com; Valley Forge CV 45/CVS 45/ 
LPH 8, San Diego, 9/30-10/4, Armando "Art"Tazio, 
(661) 251-9736, atazio@aol.com; VAP-61,62 & VJ-61, 
62 "Vappers", Reno, NV, 10/14-18, Donna Sims, (660) 
259-4546, donna.sims.1969@gmail.com; Vesuvius 
AE 15, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; VF-141/ 
VF-53/VF-721R Iron Angels, New Orleans, 5/18-22, 
Bill Luxon, (724) 899-2108, oneezhr@zoominternet. 
net; VF-211, Nashville, TN, 5/12-17, John McCormack, 
(252) 632-0013, vf211reunion@gmail.com; Virgo AE 
30, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; VP-69 (All 
NW Patrol Sqdns), Oak Harbor, WA, 8/14-16, Daryl 
Phillippi, (503) 238-6020, darl_p@juno.com; 
Warrington DD 843, Jacksonville, FL, 9/27-10/1, Stan 
Prager, (916) 791-6700, stashuman843@msn.com; 
Will Rogers SSBN 659, Bremerton, WA, 8/27-30, 
David Talley, (210) 834-4243, info@usswillrogers. 
com; William R. Rush DD/DR 714, Baltimore, 
9/20-24, Jim Hocking, (508) 548-5233, captainhock@ 
comcast.net; Wiltsie DD 716, Warwick, Rl, 8/23-27, 
Ted Laurila, (360) 736-3853, dd716ted@comcast.net; 
Witek DD/DDE 848, Norfolk, VA, 10/4-8, John 
Noonan, (570) 427-4652, countryy@verizon.net; 
Wrangell AE 12, Dayton, OH, 9/30-10/4, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, kurtjulsen60@hotmail.com; Yancey 
AKA 93, Nashville, TN, 9/24-28, George Clifton, (708) 
425-8531, clifs@ameritech.net; Zellars DD 777, 
Nashville, TN, 10/5-9, Lester Sinton, (978) 257-0876, 
notnis1@comcast.net 


_LIFE MEMBERSHIP_ 

Post 1, ME: Gordon M. Poland 
Post 217, Ml: John Baird, William J. Beck, Donald 
Buhl, A.H. Cameron Jr., Robert A. Crandall, 
Clarence Duve, Arthur R. Enck, Richard Geiser, 
Joseph N. Joyce, Frank LeFeuvre, Norman C. 
Leonard, Harold Marcoh, George Mayket, William 
Minak, Faro S. Palazzolo, Michael Parimucha, 
Edward H. Rothermal, William L. Singer, Edward 
Tarabula, Fred C.Tortonesi 


_IN SEARCH OF_ 

2nd Msl Bn 82nd Arty (Kitzingen, Germany, 1961- 
1963), Michael Detorie, (443) 825-6239 
5th, 14th & 66th Inf Rgts (Germany, 1945), William 
Jucksch, (757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
40 & 8 Members, Herbert Knotts, (317) 891-0727, 
knotts.herb@sbcglobal.net 
44th Msl Maint Sqdn (Ellsworth AFB, SD, 

1971- 1973), Jim Salo, (810) 564-9648, jimsalo@ 
comcast.net 

64th Eng Topo Bn (Tokyo & Guam, WWII), George 
Binder, (626) 458-7732 

68th MMS (Glasgow, MT, 1966-1969), Richard 
Turgeon, (941) 445-7659, pktrgt6@yahoo.com 
71st Cav Recon Trp (Germany, 1945), William 
Jucksch, (757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
71st Inf Div (Germany, 1945), William Jucksch, 

(757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
271st Eng (Germany, 1945), William Jucksch, (757) 
481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
318th Inf, 80th Inf Div (Europe, WWII), Edward 
Harris, (908) 685-0588 

530th AAA Bn (Germany, 1945), William Jucksch, 
(757) 481-7104,wjjucksch@gmail.com 
577th Eng Bn (Vietnam, 1966-1972), Jim Stevens, 
(704) 363-5358, jrs562@aol.com 
635th Tank Dest Bn (Germany, 1945), William 
Jucksch, (757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
761st Tank Bn (Germany, 1945), William Jucksch, 
(757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
771st Ord Co (Germany, 1945), William Jucksch, 
(757) 481-7104, wjjucksch@gmail.com 
1936th AACS Sqdn (Azores, 1949-1950), Marlin 
Easterday, (740) 775-2945 
4926th Test Sqdn (Sampling) (Kirtland AFB, 
Albuquerque, NM, May 1953-Dec 1956), Ed 
Rydzak, (724) 228-8521, littleman2158@aol.com 
6570th AB Grp (Brooks AFB, TX, 1966-1968), 
Denny Ordiway, (814) 331-1709 
Ak Trp 3rd Sqd 7th Cav HQ USAREUR 7A (Feb 

1972- Nov 1974), Dennis Caldwell, (716) 708-6258 
ATU-102 (NAAS Kingsville, TX, 1955-1958), Jim 

Campbell, (812) 699-1070, jcfarm@smithville.net 
Bravo Co 8th Tank Bn (Gulf War, 1990-1991), Philip 
Modesti, (727) 385-0303, usmc1811@netzero.com 
CAG 21 VA-212 Line Crew (Moffett Field, CA, 
1956-1958), Joe Lee, (678) 458-0463 
Cimarron AO 22 (1939-1968), John Wilkinson, (319) 
361-5120, wilkjohn2@msn.com 
Class 43-D (Mira Loma Fit Academy, Oxnard, CA), 
Lance Williams, (661) 205-0575 
Co 448 (NTC San Diego, Sept 1965), James Koska, 
(979) 289-5574 

Columbus AFB (SAC) Base Basketball & Softball 
Teams (1963-1965), John Morgan, (615) 833-5939, 
cpm12541@comcast.net 
Firebase Abn 101st Abn 2/501 Inf 2/319 & 2/11 
Arty, Larry Laughlin, (480) 644-1322, lllock@ 
q.com 

HQ Co 325th Inf 82nd Abn (Fort Bragg, NC, 1959- 
1962), John Evans, (620) 663-1058, johnevans378@ 
msn.com 

Iceland Radar Sites H-1, H-2, H-3 & H-4 (All Yrs), 

William Chick, (803) 422-9486 

Mar Avn Det (NAS/NMC Point Mugu, 1970-1971), 

Steve Prestwich, (801) 484-6702, steveandcindyp@ 
comcast.net 

Med Dispensary Football/Basketball Teams NAS 
Quonset Point, Rl (1963-1966), Ed Newell, (814) 
371-2553, enbnewell@yahoo.com 
Pit 2001 (San Diego, 1961), George Kudlinski, (618) 
997-3191, polishprince@frontier.com 
PointSwift\NPB 82312, Raymond Hummer, (717) 
860-6322, rhummerlbk@hotmail.com 
Pontchartrain WHEC 70 (Long Beach, CA, 1960- 
1962), David Lord, (805) 246-5802, davidlord883@ 
yahoo.com 

Quantico Crash Crew (1971), Frank Cirionti, (860) 
961-1956, mrc81247@aol.com 
UPT Class 65-F (Craig AFB, 1964-1965), John King, 
(662) 712-1329, jack@dktire.com 
VF-24 (NAS Miramar, CA, 1965-1969), Ken Davis, 
(724) 547-4164, frenchcreek.43@zoominternet.net 
Wiesbaden AB, Germany, Fire Dept (1969-1973), 
Andre "Rick" Greene, (718) 828-5602 
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COMRADES 



_ TAPS _ 

William L. Dunlap II, Dept, of Utah. Dept. Cmdr. 
2012-2013 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2008-2010. 

Jack W. Kuepfer Sr., Dept, of New Jersey. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1968-1969, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1970-1972,1973-1974,1975-1977 and 

1987- 2005, Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Consultant 
1977-1986 and Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 
1972-1973. 

Howard R. McBride, Dept, of Pennsylvania. Nat'l 
Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1997-2013 and Nat'l Sec. 

Cncl. Memb. 2013-2015. 

Robert Mead, Dept, of Nebraska. Nat'l Historian 
1999-2000. 

Florencio L. Othon, Dept, of Arizona. Dept. Cmdr. 

1988- 1989 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1989-2008. 

Roger D. Parrott, Dept, of Oklahoma. Dept. Cmdr. 

1989- 1990 and Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. 
Cmte. Consultant 1997-2003. 

Wayne Leroy Pedigo, Dept, of Oklahoma. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2001-2002, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
2003-2005, Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2005-2007, Nat'l Children & Youth 


Cmsn. Region 4 Chmn. 2002-2003, Nat'l Children 
& Youth Cmsn. Region 4 Vice Chmn. 2001 -2002, 
Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Region 4 Memb. 
2000-2005, Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1999-2000 and Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2005-2007. 

Frank Reese Jr., Dept, of Florida. Dept. Cmdr. 
1988-1989, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1982-1983 and 1984-1985, Nat'l Constitution 
& Bylaws Cmte. Consultant 2007-2015, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1985-2007 
and Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1978-1979. 

James E. Shank, Dept, of California. Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1993-1994, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cmsn. Memb. 1994-2002, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1992-1994 and 2002- 
2007, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1953-1954, Nat'l Sons of The American Legion 
Cmte. Memb. 1953-1958 and Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. 
Advisory Board Memb. 1969-1970. 

John F. Stay, Dept, of Pennsylvania. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1955-1956, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 1956-1957, 

Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1972-1973, 
Nat'l Aerospace Cmte. Consultant 1988-1989, 

Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Consultant 1979-1981, Nat'l 


Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1952-1954, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2002- 
2008, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Chmn. 1982- 
1987, Nat'l Housing Cmte. Memb. 1954-1959, Nat'l 
Internal Affairs Cmsn. Consultant 1987-1988, Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1950-1952, 

Nat'l Merchant Marine Cmte. Memb. 1973-1979, 
Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1989-1992, Nat'l Sec. 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1971-1972 and 1992-2002, and 
Nat'l Veterans Pref. Cmte. Memb. 1952-1953. 

Victor J. Stragliati, Dept, of Missouri. Dept. Cmdr. 
2008-2009, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2003-2004 and Nat'l Veterans Pref. Cmte. 
Memb. 2004-2010. 

Kenneth L. Tucker, Dept, of Missouri. Dept. Cmdr. 
1961-1962, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1970-1973, Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1973-1982, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Memb. 1958-1959, Nat'l Housing Cmte. 
Memb. 1955-1957, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. 

Cmte. Memb. 1957-1959, and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1964-1965 and 1984-1986. 

Jerry R. Ward, Dept, of Illinois. Nat'l Aerospace 
Cmte. Consultant 2003-2007. 

Dale L. Webb, Dept, of Montana. Nat'l Conv. 

Armed Forces Cmte. Memb. 2014-2015. 


LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
■■ TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 

VETS SUPPLY LINE 
sJL? 10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

WEB SITE: www.MilltaryVotsPX.com 


FREE SHIPPING 



100 Year Old Morgan $*1775 
Silver Dollars f Li ea . 


Dated between 1878 and 1904 and grading very good to 
very fine. Limit 20 coins. Now with FREE Shipping and 

30 day unconditional guarantee. Price subject to change. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 

642 Franklin Ave Garden City, NJ.Y. 11530 

1 - 800 - 835-0008 

on the web at WWW.USCOINS.com 



MEN’S WIDE 
SHOES 


200+ styles 
FREE catalog 

EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-20 


www.wideshoes.com 

1-800-992-WIDE • Hitchcock Shoes 


Dept. 5F5 Hingham, MA 02043 



www.martinsflag.com 


“Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 

ALL U.S. FLAGS ARE QUALITY MADE IN THE USA 



www. Revi vePrem ium.com 


Covered by Medicare 
& Most Insurance 


PINS * MEDALS * 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 


Rings to Honor 
Your Service 



■ Call today for a FREE color 

■ catalog of over 150 eye-catching 

■ Classic Military Rings, plus a 
J Special Report you should read 
J before buying any service ring: 
J1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
J message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
J 1 209 Broadway, Dept. A-515 , 
! Hannibal MO 63401 I CodeA -515 


www.ClassicRings.com 



Exclusive 
Savings for 
Legion Families! 


FREE estimates! Do you qualify for discounts? 
Call or visit the Legion Member web page today! 


or i 

nortfiAmerican 


r 800.343.6899 

.http://Legion.movingnavl.com 

^00*7^864 


http://Legion.movingallied.com 


A 


APRIL 2015 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 75 






















































PARTING SHOTS 


A bright eye indicates curiosity - a black eye; too much. 

RUNNING into debt doesn’t bother me. It’s running 
into my creditors that’s upsetting. 

A RAGGED LITTLE BOY approached a woman on 
the street and asked, “Lady, could you give me 
some money so I can see my family?” 

“Certainly,” the woman replied as she handed 
him a few dollars. “Where is your family?” 

“At the movies,” the boy answered as he ran off. 

A MEMBER of a businessmen’s club was surprised 
to see three other men and a dog playing poker in 
the card room. Pausing to watch, he commented 
on the extraordinary performance of the dog. 

“He’s not so smart as all that,” the dog’s owner, 
one of the foursome, replied in disgust. “Every 
time he gets a good hand he wags his tail.” 

A NEW GOLFER sent his tee shot into the woods, 
then hit a few trees, then proceeded to hit all the 
way across the fairway into some other woods. 
Finally, he proceeded to hit into a sand trap. 

He noticed that the club pro had been watching 
him. “What club should I use now?” he asked. 

“That depends,” the pro replied. “What game are 
you playing?” 

TO ME, a night at the opera is watching a play 
I don’t like, sung in a language I don’t understand, 
wearing a tuxedo that doesn’t fit. 




“There have been reports that not all of your Easter baskets 
are making it to their destinations.” 



THE WORLD is too technologically advanced. 

I was saying that to my clone just yesterday. 

A TOUR GROUP gazed into the depths of the 
Grand Canyon. “Do you know,” asked the guide, 
“that it took millions and millions of years for this 
great abyss to be carved?” 

“Well, I’ll be darned,” one of the visitors said. 

“I never knew this was a government job.” 

YOU KNOW YOU’RE GETTING OLD when work is 
a lot less fun and fun is a lot more work. 

“THE IRS suggests filing early to reduce the 
chance that someone will steal your identity and 
file before you. Honestly, if somebody wants my 
identity so badly they’ll file my tax return for me, 
go crazy. You can mow my lawn while you’re at it, 
too.” - Jimmy Kimmel 
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Official Government Issued Legal Tender Cains * Fully Backed by the United States Government * Minted at the United Slates West Point Mint 
Brilliant Uncirculated Condition* IRA eligible * Experts Predict $7500/oi. Gold & $2Q0/o2. Silver 



FREE SHIPPING FOR 

ALL U.S. VETERANS 

★ ★★★★ 

Today, we are making an investment in 
something tried and true. Much like gold 
and silver protect one's wealth, veterans 
have fought to protect our freedoms. 

Call today and receive FREE SMC 
on any order of S500 or more. 

"Free %faippiog oiler lurched to JO ctfiy-s- p<Hl nd prodnKtrcj 
Free shiiqsusRj only Tor orrieii of $KO or more. Oitc to U 
utility, ntfer rany Ik wilLtlrnwii n irJin'd nr nny liu 
mitowaiaiiJy So deatov |rWiC- C*U for dclafU- 










2015 

1 0Z 24 KARAT 
GOLD RUFFALO 


DEALER 

COST! 


vault code: aloM 5 


fflk K1 -i-NGC 

UNITED STATES El 

iMlflt PRECIOUS METALS PUP ™ 


1 - 855 - 203-6320 

















Khaki 


Black 


Black 


A 




COOL NO- 


You’ll love the comfort! 

Waist gives & takes with your every move! 
Lightweight, quick-dry cotton & polyester! 
MACHINE WASH & WEAR! 

• 4 Deep No-Hole pockets • Snap Closure 

• Indestructible Nylon Zipper Fly 

• Extra Sturdy Belt Loops 

• Convenient Golfer’s Locker Loop 

XS INSEAMS! WAISTS to 60! 

If you wonder how other men look so good, 
ask them about Haband! Better yet, see for 
yourself! Fast Reliable Service! Hurry! 


Card # 


Exp.: 


Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 


Apt. # 


Khaki 


City & State 


Phone/Email 
I enclose $ 


BLUE 


^HKIl§Q5nj]Q3]gS 


New Customer Offer 


Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
nwmm □ Visa □ MC □ Discover® DAmEx □ Check 


purchase price, and only $l£S£jshipping & handling for my 
entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax -p-p Qhinninnl 
for the following states: AZ, GA, MA, NJ, PA, Wl, & WV. “ICC OnifJfJUiy- 


SLACKS 2 for $29.99* SHIRTS $11.99 each 


7E4-075G7 


Matching Shirts $ 11.99 each 

Handsome vertical striping makes 
you look slimmer! Rib knit collar, 
roomy fit, handy chest pocket and 
banded bottom. Dyed to match the 
pants. Stretchy cotton/polyester knit. 
Imported. 100% Wash & Wear. 

Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52) 
3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 


GREY 


m BLACK 


WHAT 

WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? I 


HOW 

MANY? 


KHAKI 


WHAT 

SIZE? 


HOW 

MANY? 




#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434-1834 


FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE! 
Waists: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men ($5 more per pair): 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 


Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31 -32) 
XL (33-34) (XL inseam available in 32-44 waists only) 


100 % 

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed or 
Full Refund of 
merchandise 
purchase price. 

>on as the same day we receive 


For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals 



















































































Right Price. 

Shop and compare. 
Our prices are the best 


Military Flags 

Printed nylon flags, with canvas headings and brass 
grommets. All flags are single-faced (correct on one 
side) unless otherwise noted. 



2'x3' 

3'x5' 

4x6’ 

Army 

$14.95 

(800.145) 

$16.95 

(800.105) 

$29.95 

(800.135) 

Marines 

$14.95 

(800.148) 

$16.95 

(800.108) 

$29.95 

(800.138) 

Navy 

$14.95 

(800.146) 

$16.95 

(800.106) 

$29.95 

(800.136) 

Air Force 

$14.95 

(800.147) 

$16.95 

(800.107) 

$29.95 

(800.137) 

Coast Guard 

$14.95 

(800.149) 

$16.95 

(800.109) 

$29.95 

(800.139) 

Merchant Marine 


$16.95 

(800.111) 


POW-MIA 
(Single face) 

$ 9.95 

(800.112) 

$16.95 

(800.113) 

$25.95 

(800.114) 

POW-MIA 
(Double face) 

$13.95 

(800.122) 

$24.95 

(800.123) 

$34.95 

(800.124) 

Blue Star Salute 


$29.95 

(800.100) 





Coast Guard Merchant Marine 

WE HONOR THOSE 

m 

WHO SERVE 

POW-MIA Blue Star Salute 



Product # 


Description 


(Prices Effective through November 15, 2015) 
Price Quantity 


Subtotal 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Up to $5 .Add $1.95 

$5.01 to $10.00.Add $2.95 

$10.01 - $20.00.Add $5.95 

$20.01 - $30.00.Add $7.95 

$30.01 - $50.00.Add $8.95 

$50.01 - $100.00 .Add $9.95 


$100.01 -$150.00 ....Add$12.95 

$150.01 - $200.00 .Add $15.95 

$200.01 -$300.00 ....Add$18.95 

$300.01 - $500.00 .Add $23.95 

$500.01 & Over.Add $29.95 



Subtotal 
Packaging & Shipping 

(refer to box at left) 

Subtotal 

Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 

(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 

Multiply Line 3 x State Sales Tax 

(IN, ND, NE residents only) 

Total 
Source Code 


MAG0415A 


Name 


Street _ 
City _ 


State _ 


. Zip. 


Daytime Phone ( 


) 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 

Mail To: 

American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
IndianapoHs, IN 46236-0460 


Expires, 


_/ _ /_ 


CW#_ 


. (3 or 4 digits) 


Order Toll Free: 1-888-453-4466 
Order Online: AmericanLegionFlags.com 


Signature, 


Am erican Flags by American Legion 



























































































Right Purpose. 
Help military families 
and veterans in need. 


Stick Flags 



Fabric 

Size 

Staff Length 

Product 

Dozen 

Gross 

Budget 

8"xl2" 

24" 

(100.205) 

$ 5.95 

$ 64.95 

Budget 

12"xl8" 

30" 

(100.206) 

$ 8.95 

$ 99.95 

Poly/Cotton 

8"xl2" 

24" 

(100.200) 

$ 6.95 

$ 79.95 

Poly/Cotton 

12"xl8" 

30" 

(100.201) 

$ 9.95 

$109.00 

Polyester 

8"xl2" 

24" 

(100.210D) 

$27.95 


Polyester 

12"xl8" 

30" 

(100.211D) 

$39.95 



Mounted on 5/16" wood staff with gilded spear. 


Choose your quality of flag: 

Good: Budget 

For short-term use. Edges are un¬ 
hemmed due to the use of a stiffer, 
fray-resistant polyester material. 

Better: Poly/Cotton 

Your best value! A brighter, longer- 
lasting flag. Hemmed edges to resist 
fraying. 



Best: Polyester 

A silk-like fabric with a softer feel. 
Hemmed edges to resist fraying. 

Celebration Flags 

4" x 6" printed 
poly/cotton U.S. Flags, 
mounted on ; 

3/16" x 10" staffs. 

Spear Top 

$ 2.95 (100.221D) dozen 
$27.95 (100.221G) gross 
Safety Ball Top 
$ 2.95 (100.220D) dozen 
$27.95 (100.220G) gross 
No Top 

$ 2.95 (100.223D) dozen 
$27.95 (100.223G) gross 



Product # 


(Prices Effective through November 15, 2015) 
Description Price Quantity 


Subtotal 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Up to $5 .Add $1.95 

$5.01 to $10.00.Add $2.95 

$10.01 - $20.00.Add $5.95 

$20.01 - $30.00.Add $7.95 

$30.01 - $50.00.Add $8.95 

$50.01 - $100.00 .Add $9.95 


$100.01 -$150.00 ....Add$12.95 

$150.01 - $200.00 .Add $15.95 

$200.01 -$300.00 ....Add$18.95 

$300.01 - $500.00 .Add $23.95 

$500.01 & Over.Add $29.95 


OISC*VEB 


□ I_ 


Account # 


Expires, 


Subtotal 
Packaging & Shipping 

(refer to box at left) 

Subtotal 

Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 

(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 

Multiply Line 3 x State Sales Tax 

(IN, ND, NE residents only) 

Total 
Source Code 


MAG0415A 


Name_ 
Street _ 
City _ 


State 


. Zip. 


Daytime Phone ( 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 

Mail To: 

American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-0460 


_/ _ /_ 


CW# 


. (3 or 4 digits) 


Order Toll Free: 1-888-453-4466 
Order Online: AmericanLegionFlags.com 


Signature. 


Am erican Flags by American Legion 





































































































